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Included in this supplement are two stories that appeared after Bestall retired from drawing Rupert.  They 
are the work of two different Rupert artists, Lucy Matthews and Jenny Kisler who were both illustrating 
Rupert in the Daily Express when the editorship was in the hands of Freddie Chaplain.  
 
The “This Book Belongs To” and “Follow Rupert” pages are taken from the artist originals without the 
later colouring that was provided when used for Rupert Annual production. 
 
 
 
Page 3   This is an original piece of Alfred Bestall pen and ink artwork for a “This Book Belongs To” 
page for a Rupert Annual, which was never used. As you can see there is an artist pencil note “P.T.O.” but 
unfortunately we do not know what he wrote on the reverse side. 
 
 
Page 4  Rupert and the West Wind (P99) – This never reprinted story appeared in the Daily Express in 
1979 from the 17th January to 16th February. It was illustrated by Lucy Matthews’ who also supplied the 
story idea and captions according to the official records. Nutwood stalwarts including the Old Professor 
and Wise Old Goat are featured, as is the Clerk of the Weather and the early panels provide a pleasing 
insight into the Bear’s domestic life. Lucy stated when interviewed, (see NN33), that St Michael’s Mount 
in Cornwall was the inspiration for the island featured in episode 23.   It is also interesting to see the panel 
layout changes made during the story’s run.  
 
 
Page 10  Rupert and the Peggiwegs (P70) – This story is illustrated by Jenny Kisler who was probably 
the artist who, along with Lucy Matthews, came the  nearest to achieving the classic Bestall style in the 
early post-Bestall period. It is an interesting adventure featuring a couple of chums, Bingo and Billy Goat, 
who only ever made occasional appearances in stories.  Official records note that the story idea and artist’s 
script were by Freddie Chaplain, and Muriel Willa supplied the captions. The story ran from 31st December 
1974 to 29th January 1975.  Panel 22 was the last one in the painting competition series running at that 
time, and it is also recorded that Rupert was removed from the Express leader page from No 12 onwards 
 
 
Page 19  “Follow Rupert in the Nutwood Newsletter” – This delightful John Harrold pen and ink 
image was originally produced for the 1989 Rupert Annual. 
 
 
 
 
 
It is unlikely that these stories will ever be reprinted elsewhere and we would expect that many of you are 
reading them for the first time.  We believe that this supplement neatly complements the current policy of 
the reprinting of Bestall classics in the Daily Express and the recycling of earlier Rupert Annual stories in 
the current Annuals. 
 
Second Edition March 2014 

 
 
Note:   Story numbering relates to the listing of stories in The New Rupert Index.  
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This Followers' publication is a non-profit making periodical, compiled, published and ©The Followers of Rupert, 2011. 
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