


 

 
Brian Stewart (1953 – 2010) 
 
It is with sadness that we have to record the untimely death of Brian 
Stewart at the age of 57.  Brian died on December 12th 2010 in 
hospital after a fall from his bicycle on an icy road. 
Brian was a respected art historian who had particular admiration for 
Rupert and his artists, and was the author of The Rupert Bear 
Dossier published in 1997.  
  After initially working at Christies he obtained an MA in the 
history and theory of art from Kent University before joining 

Canterbury Museums as art and 
exhibitions officer in 1991.  He was 
instrumental in setting up the 
permanent Mary Tourtel and Rupert exhibition there, and as part of the Rupert 
and Canterbury Group initiated the Rupert Annual signings in Canterbury to 
coincide with Rupert’s birthday starting in November 1990.    
  He moved to Falmouth in 2000, becoming director of the Falmouth Art Gallery, 
going on to win many personal awards and national recognition for his Gallery 
because of his innovative work there. 
  The Followers were fortunate to have Brian make a presentation at their 2001 
Annual Meeting in Warwick on Rupert’s art and artists, and Brian’s witty 
perception, humour and charm quickly won over an appreciative audience. We 
plan to publish an illustrated transcript of Brian’s 2001 Followers’ talk in a future 
Newsletter. 
 
 A full obituary was recorded in the Guardian and can be accessed via the link 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/2010/dec/23/brian-stewart-obituary  
 

  For some information and photograph, (photographer Steve Tanner), included here we acknowledge The 
Guardian as our source. 
 

John Beck 
John Harrold's tribute to Brian appears on page 12 
 
 

 
Important notice to Followers 
 
Please note that Tony Griffin who has taken over as Sales Officer will now deal with future sales of our 
Newsletter and Adventure Series binders.  We are grateful to John Holt who has organised this over recent years, 
and his efforts have ensured that many of us now have tidier files of our Rupert goodies than would have 
otherwise been.  
 
We currently have only Adventure Series binders in stock.  If you require Newsletter binders please let Tony 
know as we will only order a further batch when the order quantity makes it viable. 
  

John Beck (Secretary) 
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Annual Meeting 2011 
 

This is an early call for you to register for the AGM 
and Annual Meeting on August 27th at Warwick 
School.  All the usual treats will be happening and we 
are currently organising guest speakers and a 
programme of events.  There will also be another 
exclusive Rupert figurine, which is only available to 
attending members. If you want on-site 
accommodation then please contact Tony (01926) 
401707) early as it will be allocated on a first come 
first served basis with preference given, as last year, 
to those staying two or three nights.  A form is 
enclosed so don’t delay, fill it in and get it returned. 
 
 

New Rupert items planned 
 

Classic Media are pleased to report that Flame Tree 
will be producing a Rupert Diary this year and 
following the success of the calendar and advent 
calendar they produced last year are planning further 
ones this year.  There are apparently a number of 
other things on the horizon and we will report what 
they are when we have further details. 
 
 

Editorial 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope you like this enlarged edition of the 
Newsletter and the Rupert story supplement.  The 
reprinting of earlier newspaper stories that have not 
appeared elsewhere is something we have wanted to 
continue for you for some time now and we plan to 
reprint further stories to send out with future editions.  
Those few of you who wrote complaining about the 
size of the last Newsletter should perhaps wait until a 
complete year has elapsed before making a judgement 
about members getting full value for their annual 
subscription.  As we stated in our last issue we hope 
to provide the same number of pages, or more, in the 
planned future three issues over the year as we 
originally provided over the four issues per year you 
previously received.  By reducing the number of 
postings we make each year the Society will be 
making savings on the postage cost, something 
particularly important given the increases we seem to 
suffer every year.   
  We were disappointed to see that the Express, 
despite carrying a feature before Christmas on the best 
children’s books available, failed to include the 
Rupert Annual in the list despite it continuing to be a 
best seller.  Over the years the Express has 
consistently ignored this opportunity to promote the 
Rupert Annual which, given they still retain a 
financial interest in Rupert, is surprising.   
  As you will see we are making our first call for 
registration to this years’ Annual Meeting.  If you 
have never attended before please come along and be 
amazed at what has become a superb Rupert 
extravaganza, and even if you are a regular attendee 
we suggest you get registered early in case we have to 
restrict the numbers attending.   

 
Wise Old Goat 
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Edward Trunk  – A useful friend to have 
 
   The recent revival of Edward Trunk after, it seemed, a 
decade or so in the wilderness, has been generally 
welcomed by the Followers.  Nevertheless he seems to 
have evaded an article to himself in these pages so it is 
time to rectify the omission. 
   Edward first appears when Rupert is sent to boarding 
school in Rupert at School.  Here there are a number of 
potential new pals but, apart from Edward, Freddy Fox 
is the only name to appear again, and that not for some 
time. Edward is mischievous on his debut, sneaking 
Rupert’s book away from him in class when Rupert is 
dozing and causing chaos with his bulk on occasions 
(he is noticeably larger in his earlier appearances than 
in his subsequent ones).  He is happy enough to act as 
class scapegoat for a master’s caning, though, reasoning 
that the thickness of his skin will render the punishment 
ineffective. Such prominence suggests a quick return 
and so it proves – but in more exotic surroundings.    

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Rupert is such a sleepy head, 
    Ed takes the book he hasn't read. 
 
  Rupert's Holiday begins with Rupert being invited to 
visit his new friend.  This is not, as it would be now, a 
short stroll across Nutwood Common, but an aeroplane 
journey to a distant land.  Rupert’s first flight in an 
aircraft thus takes place in May 1922 – the first Biggles 
book was still ten years away! He lands in what seems 
to be a country out of the Arabian Nights and after 
being welcomed by Edward’s parents he and Edward 
cross  a  desert on camels.  They meet  an  old man who  
allows them to visit his garden, with the stipulation that 
they  don’t  touch  anything.  Forgetting  this  they  take 
some eggs, and a mighty wind blows them into the air.   

 
 
 

 
   

     
 
     What rotten luck, the pair was found, 
     But Rupert doesn't hang around. 
 
 
  The servant who seeks them is told to consult the 
Sybil, whose magic boots enable Rupert and Edward to 
be found and, after further complications, they return to 
Edward’s home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    The chums are off to join the ‘Sports’, 
    And Edward turns up wearing shorts. 
 
    Mary Tourtel must have realised that if Edward were 
to appear more often he’d need to be closer to home.    
Consequently when Rupert invites him to visit in 
Rupert and Edward Trunk – re-titled Rupert, the Knight 
and the Lady   –    he   arrives  at   the  railway station,  
not  the  airport.   No camels this time  –  it is  a  scooter  



NUTWOOD NEWSLETTER Number 78 Spring 2011 – Page 5 

Edward  brings to ride  on.    When the industrious   Mr  
Bear makes one for Rupert, the pair scoot off together 
and  pursue  a  stage-coach,  answering  the  plea  of  a 
Lady within, kidnapped by a wicked Dwarf who plans 
to force her to be his bride.  The Dwarf’s mother grabs 
Edward but Rupert escapes to find the Lady’s brother, 
the White Knight, and they arrive just in time to thwart 
the Dwarf’s fiendish scheme.   
   Three years pass before Edward is seen again and 
then it is back to Arabian Nights territory for Rupert 
and the Old Man of the Sea – where he and the Wise 
Old Goat come to Rupert’s rescue.  He then joins 
Rupert and Bill in Rupert’s Picnic Party, where the 
picnic in question is magicked up by a strange man, 
grateful for Rupert finding his lost sovereign.   
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
    Rupert and Edward trapped – oh no! 
    And forced to do a circus show. 
 
   Edward is now fully established and has lost those 
mischievous traits he exhibited on his first appearance.  
When there is a gathering of friends, he is usually 
amongst them and his next major role reveals an 
enduring aspect of his character – his liking for hiking.  
Another characteristic is soon apparent too – his 
overconfidence when it comes to finding his way 
around.  Here he has difficulty reading the map he is so 
proudly flourishing; some twenty years later he has 
similar problems understanding the workings of a 
compass (see page 7).   
   In Rupert Goes Hiking, Rupert, Edward and Bill join 
a friendly crowd heading for the ‘Sports’. Edward, in 
short trousers, enters a race, attracted by the cake 
offered as first prize, and just wins, beating Freddy Fox 
(re-appearing after ten years absence) by a short trunk.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      With strength, Edward uproots a tree, 
      And soon the rabbits will be free. 

 

 
  While there is a ‘steward’s enquiry’ about the 
legitimacy of trunks (a great advantage when it comes 
to reaching for a tape), a dog solves the argument by 
running off with the cake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
       Edward thwacked it with his bat, 
       And Rupert shouted out "Howzat!" 
 
  Bill now proves just as inept as Edward at map-
reading, leading them into a brigands’ stronghold.  
After an old lady has carried them to safety in sacks, 
they spend the night by a haystack. When a friendly 
cow noses round in the morning, Edward – surprisingly 
fearful at this stage – flees, taking it for a bull.  Later 
they meet Algy and his friend Ned (whatever happened 
to him?), and Edward again shows timidity when it 
comes to venturing into a cave.   Here they find a stolen 
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               "Cartwheeling elephants? What bunk!" 
      "Well you watch this!"  said Edward Trunk. 
 

child and evade his kidnappers before telling their tale 
to a handy motorist, who drives them to the police 
station. 
   This is a busy tale and Edward is soon active again in 
Winter Sports and the second Rupert at School, joining 
with Rupert and Bill in thwarting the bullying activities 
of Hubert Hippo and combating the trouble making of 
Wally Wolf. In one of Mary Tourtel’s final stories, 
Rupert and Edward at the Circus, he and Rupert are 
captured by an unscrupulous circus owner and forced to 
be performers.  Only when Margot and her granny 
come to the circus and Rupert slips them a note during 
his act do Mr Bear and the police know where they are 
and come to free them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
  An elephant can't ride a bike, 
 So Edward likes to stroll and hike. 

 
 
  Bestall, in his early stories, was sparing in his use of 
Edward.  He has a number of cameo roles during this 
time – helping Rupert with the floating Podgy in Rupert 
and the Flying Bottle, for instance – but not until 
Rupert, Edward and the Paper Chase is he fully 
involved in the story, appearing in thirty-eight frames 
and using his strength to push a tree over a narrow 
channel to rescue the marooned Rabbit twins. 
  Once more, though, a fallow period followed and – 
apart from Rupert in Mysteryland – Edward is rarely 
seen in the next twenty stories, as his presence in the 
annuals testifies:  54 pictures in 1938;   2 in 1939;  72 in 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           " I've trapped the villain, with my bulk, 
     He can't get out" said Edward Trunk. 
 
1940; 7 in 1941.  Edward’s big hitting prowess at 
cricket, which got him into trouble with his mother in 
Rupert and the Paper Chase when a six landed smack 
on the pot of honey she had asked him to buy, is centre 
stage in Rupert’s Marvellous Bat where, using the 
Professor’s special cricket bat, his skied shot is caught 
by a passing plane.  The plane lands, initially so its 
occupants can return the ball, but they are so taken by 
Edward and Rupert that they kidnap the pair to show to 
their emperor.  The friends escape through Edward 
striking the cricket ball into a passing steamer, whose 
crew then comes ashore to investigate.    This adventure 
accounts for most of the Edward pictures in the 1940 
annual.   In the 1942 edition he shows his gymnastic 
abilities in Rupert and the Cartwheels, though these do 
send him careering out of control into a stream.   
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But it is hiking that seems to be his main outdoor 
enjoyment and this leads to one of Rupert’s most 
important  adventures,  Rupert  and  Rollo,   bearing  in  
mind its wartime context.  Rupert and Edward meet 
Rollo, whose gipsy granny unexpectedly reveals that 
‘Little elephants bring good luck . . . and so do little 
bears.’    Together they  camp near the sea  and  meet  a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

     
Edward went down, Podgy took flight, 

 It gave the poor pig such a fright. 
 

coastguard, who tells them, ‘Some very bad men – 
spies, I think – have been traced to this district.’  ‘Spies’ 
would mean only one thing to a child reading the story 
in 1942.  When Rollo and Rupert discover the spies’ 
hide-out on a nearby island and row back to the 
mainland to bring the news, Edward ensures they are 
not captured by blocking the narrow entrance from the 
beach with a boulder and sitting on it, his weight being  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         With such strength Edward threw the ball, 
         It wrecked the gypsy lady's stall. 
   

  
too much for the pursuing spy to move.  
  Edward gets another ducking (along with Algy this 
time) in Rupert and the Woffle-fly,  written for the  1947  
annual, where a walk to Robin Down and a pleasant 
picnic are overshadowed by Bingo’s enthusiasm for his 
new magnifying glass and his discovery of a woffle-fly.  
Not content with falling into a gorse bush in pursuit of 
this rare insect (Edward has to rescue him) or seeing 
two of his pals (Algy and Edward)  fall into the river 
because of it, Bingo gets close enough for it to sting 
him on the nose.  Fortunately they have met up with 
Rollo before any of these mishaps occur and his 
resourcefulness repairs the situation.  Edward’s good 
nature is evident here as well as his tough skin, which 
makes him impervious to gorse prickles. 
 

 
 

         
        With compass, Edward looks the part, 

          But really he is not so smart. 
 
  The little elephant’s enjoyment of walking is given 
more prominence in the 1964 annual (recently by-
passed by the facsimile producers).  This is one of the 
very few annuals where the scene on the cover (Rupert, 
Algy, Bill and Edward climbing a mountain) is 
continued on the ‘Follow Rupert’ page (the four friends 
on the summit), this picture forming the covers of NN 
55 and NN 63 and the ‘Follow Rupert’ of NN 72.   One 
of the two stories in the annual that would have inspired 
these pictures (the other is Rupert and the Distant 
Music) is Rupert and the Compass – touched on earlier 
– where Edward's misunderstanding of how a compass 
works loses Rupert and himself in a deep wood. They 
have come this way because of a meeting with Rex and 
Reggie, frightened of noises on a hill. Edward, 
described as 'afraid of nothing' (what a contrast to the 
Edward of Rupert goes Hiking!) decides to investigate.  
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They find an iron tree, a strange single-minded explorer 
and   an  underground  palace,   about  which  they must  
say nothing for a whole week, much to Rastus’ scorn 
when they return to report.     
 
 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Edward caused the train to crash, 

       But did it all with great panache. 
 
 
Again, though, the annual picture count throws up 
intriguing statistics: 7 pictures in 1962; 1 in 1963; 73 in 
1964; 2 in 1965; 1 in 1966; 121 in 1967; 3 in 1968; 2 in 
1969. These figures show that Edward's appearances 
under Bestall were not quite as frequent as we might 
suppose, though only since then (1983, 1986, 1991 and 
1994) has he drawn a complete blank.  Rupert and the 
Carved Stick is mainly responsible for the exceptionally  
high 1967 figure.  
 

 
 
 

The king, though helping thieves to chase, 
   Thought Edward was a basket case. 

 
In the Adventure series, Edward participates most in 
Rupert and the Lost Railway, where he and Rupert  

(literally) stumble across a little disused railway track.   
The owner,  Mr Low,  shows  them  his  station and  his  
engine, which they may use as long as they don’t go 
over a bridge.  Edward sets off but Rupert notices that 
the points are in the wrong position and the engine 
crosses the forbidden bridge, passes another little 
station and crashes into a hill, leaving Edward ‘dazed 
and shaken’ beside it. 
   An enraged old man (Mr Bligh) comes out of the 
station but fortunately Rupert has found the pipe he has 
dropped and, mollified, the newcomer shows the friends 
a model of the railway.  He and Mr Low built it 
between them but quarrelled about making a tunnel 
through the hill.  Edward’s accident has revealed a door 
in the hill, however – there is a tunnel there already!  
Low and Bligh become friends again and the railway 
re-opens with Rupert and Edward the station staff and 
the newly found tunnel the highlight of the journey.  
For those who have a liking for both Edward and trains 
this is a tale not to be missed. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The chums set off to fly a kite, 
  A new adventure was in sight. 

   

  Post-Bestall and pre-Trotter, Edward has had one good 
year in the Annual (2000), he and Rupert hiking into 
adventure again in Rupert and the Strawberries.  But 
the overall statistics tell the tale.  Under Bestall (1936-
78) Edward appears in 1189 pictures (an average of 
27.65 an annual); after Bestall (1979-2007) he appears 
in 345 pictures (an average of 11.90 an annual) – 
figures that endorse the ‘bring back Edward’ feelings 
that were being voiced not so long ago.   Important 
roles in the 2008 and 2009 annuals have silenced this 
discontent for the time being at least.  Edward is back – 
and long may he stay.       

 
John Lester 
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Redrawn Stories 
 

Many of Alfred Bestall's stories drawn for the Daily Express later found their way into the Annuals.  
Aficionados will have noticed subtle differences between the original drawings and the form in which they 
appeared in those later Annuals – Phil Toze investigates 
 

 

Are they coming or going? 
The story Rupert's Climbing Adventure (B121),  that appeared in the Express in 1950, found its way into the 
1956 Annual, retitled Rupert and the Bandits' Cave.  In addition to a name change, there are several examples of 
the original pictures being redrawn. 
     

 

                                                                                                          
 
Rupert is redrawn from episodes 9 and 14 to face the prow of the boat 
 in Bandit's Cave. 
 
Similarly, Guide Pauline is redrawn from episodes 38 and 39, to  
face the other way in the boat, in the Annual version. 
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Hats off to Alfred! 
 
  The Daily Express story from 1956, Rupert and the Windy Day (B169) finds its way into the 1976 annual 
without a name change, but Geoffrey, the Scout, has his hat replaced by a much more modern beret for the 
Annual version.  
 

 
 
  Likewise  in Rupert and the Silent Land, that made its 
first appearance in the Express in 1957, the boy Scouts' 
hats had been updated to berets for the story's appearance  
in the 1977 Annual – a minor modification but the 
wonderful, timeless story remains the same. 
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Smokeless Zone? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Another example of redrawing can be found in Rupert and the Igloo (B203).  This appeared in the Express in 
1962 but by its appearance in the 1984 Algy's Uncle Percy had been updated by not smoking – although  the 
cottage appears not to have acquired central heating! 
 

 

My socks! 
 
  Finally, a look at Rupert and Ting Ling (B107) that first appeared in the Express in 1948.  Mr Bear's socks were 
redrawn from episodes 46, 47 and 48 with a pattern in the 1951 Annual, to match with earlier pictures in the 
story.  Interestingly, we have a copy of the note Alfred Bestall made to himself to make these changes: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Phil Toze 
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Brian Stewart: 
A tribute from John Harrold 
 
With the sad news of Brian Stewart’s untimely death on the 12th December, not only did I lose a dear friend, but 
so did Nutwood. Many Followers reading this article will know Brian through The Rupert Dossier  and the talk 
he gave at the 2001 AGM, but will perhaps be unaware of just how instrumental he was in setting up the 
Canterbury signing and promoting the 
links between Rupert and Canterbury, 
as well as giving that fine artist Mary 
Tourtel the recognition she richly 
deserves. 
 
I first made Brian’s acquaintance 
when he phoned me out of the blue at 
the Daily Express. As a founder 
member of the Rupert & Canterbury 
Group, set up to promote Canterbury’s 
connections with the popular 
children’s character, he took the 
initiative to contact me and find out if 
I would care to come down to 
Canterbury and meet the Group.  
 
Brian, his wife Carole and I soon 
became good friends, and I would 
regularly stay with them and enjoy 
their hospitality on the Friday evening 
before the Canterbury signing. It was 
not long before I discovered that Brian 
had a very refined and discerning 
aesthetic    palette,    was    immensely 
knowledgeable about art in general and  
painting in particular, and was also a talented and imaginative artist in his own right. 

His cheerful nature, readiness to see the 
humour in every situation and total lack 
of pretention belied his wealth of 
knowledge and expertise. And this 
rejection of pomposity was behind his 
democratising philosophy whereby 
children were encouraged to feel at home 
in his gallery at Falmouth and to express 
their opinions on the works displayed, 
thereby accustoming them to art from the 
earliest possible age. 
 
His appreciation of good drawing made 
him an ideal lecturer on Rupert and 
Nutwood as he could discuss the merits  
of Tourtel and Bestall’s work and analyse  
their qualities with the discerning eye of a 
connoisseur of fine art. Mary Tourtel has  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       Colin the Crocodile 
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often been badly represented and reproduced – not to mention maligned, but Brian recognised her for the superb, 
imaginative illustrator and animal artist that she was, as do I. In fact, his knowledge of Mary extended back to 
her mentor, Thomas Sydney Cooper, a renowned animal painter about whom Brian wrote a fascinating and well-
illustrated little volume.  
 
Brian had an impish sense of humour which was given free reign in a children’s book he wrote several years ago 
and for which I provided layout sketches, “Colin the Crocodile” (or “Cyril le Crocodile” in French). The humour 
is slightly dark at points and perhaps not to every editor’s taste, though one Parisian publisher was very keen to 
publish it. However they wanted a completely different layout to suit their house style, with one illustration per 
double spread. As that didn’t at all match my established concept of the book, we declined. Here are a couple of 
pencil page layouts which give a flavour of the story and an idea of Brian’s sense of humour. I’m sure the book 
will appear on the shelves at some future date. 
 
While Brian still worked for Canterbury Museum, he devised the idea of persuading the authorities to 
commission a permanent Rupert monument which would be bright and entertaining. I was invited to produce an 
initial design for a public fountain which would feature Rupert and his chums and was intended to be housed in a 
Canterbury shopping arcade. The final sculpture would have been executed by an experienced artist who had 

already produced popular public 
sculptures of familiar figures such 
as Max Wall. The idea did not 
receive the support of the Council, 
which is rather a pity, as it would 
have added yet another Rupert 
feature to the City, attracting fans 
of the character and the world of 
Nutwood. But full marks to Brian 
for yet again striving to promote 
Rupert’s popularity and establish 
him further as a great British 
tradition.   
 
 
 
And we mustn’t of course forget 
Brian’s involvement in the setting 
up of the Rupert Bear Museum, 
which has proved such an 
attraction to children and 
Nutwood pilgrims alike. I 
remember how much delight he 
took in watching the initial 
concept assume concrete form. 

 
              Fountain Design 
 
Brian wasn’t the sort of person to boast about his achievements and his involvement with Rupert or to capitalise 
on it in any way, which I think justifies even more his place in the Rupert hall of fame.   
 
But apart from his professional qualities, I would also like to mention that some people in my entourage, who 
had met Brian only once or twice, were deeply saddened by the news of his death, which says a lot about the 
man, the friend and the warm and loving person who will be remembered and missed by many.  
 

John Harrold 
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The Rupert Companion by Ian Robinson 
 

  Although this new book about Rupert was not available, as anticipated, at the Followers’ Annual Meeting in 
August, its author, former Rupert editor and writer Ian Robinson was, and as well as signing bookplates he gave 
an engaging and informative talk and responded to a range of questions from the appreciative audience. 

  The book finally arrived at the end of October, and it is 
as up to date as it could possibly be, clearly benefiting 
from the publication delay with inclusion of the latest 
Rupert Annual – the 75th and Rupert’s 90th anniversary 
special. 
 
  It is an extensive history of Rupert from the 
perspective of someone who worked on the inside for 
12 years, alongside James Henderson and John Harrold. 
Good as existing books about Rupert are, they have all 
been written by outsiders looking in. With so many of 
the artists and editors gone to that great publishing 
house in the sky and unable to tell their stories about 
working on Rupert, this is probably the closest we’ll 
ever get to the definitive account. All we need now is 
John Harrold’s autobiography! 

 

 
 
There are substantial chapters on Mary Tourtel, Alfred 
Bestall and the post-Bestall period. As well as 
encompassing well known facts about the creation and 
development of Rupert, Ian delves behind the scenes to 
relate problems and difficulties and how these were 
overcome, together with the attitudes, both sympathetic 
and negative, of successive owners and management of 
the Daily Express. His approach to analysing the ways in 
which Rupert works as a form of storytelling, and to 
profiling the different characters, is on a par with the sort 
of articles which hitherto could only be found in the pages 
of Nutwood Newsletter. This in itself should to appeal 
to a great number of Followers.            
       
  Other chapters are devoted to the variety of Rupert books, as well as the annuals, that have appeared over the 
years, and other types of merchandise, such as toys, games and television spin-offs. The book is packed with 
illustrations, at least one on every page, and it is worth noting that the section on merchandise would have been 
the poorer without access to the collection of Follower Doreen James. Similarly, Followers’ Secretary John Beck 
is acknowledged for his help and making rare images from his collection available.   In the  final section,  on  the 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Harrold's colour guidelines to Doris Campbell  
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Annuals, the cover of every one of the 75 annuals to date is reproduced, which will be useful for collectors 
struggling to identify those elusive editions. There is also a “who’s who” gallery of chums and villains. 
   I found the insights into the evolution of printing techniques absolutely fascinating, without being blinded by 
technological terminology. Similarly absorbing is Ian’s description of his own working relationships with John 
Harrold, James Henderson, Doris Campbell, Gina Hart and others. Unique items include examples of letters sent 

by John Harrold to Doris Campbell to ensure colour continuity in their 
annuals. Of particular interest to me as the writer who charts Rupert’s 
contemporary appearances in the newspapers, and I expect to other 
Followers, is the insight Ian gives of why the Robinson/Harrold era came 
to an end in 2002 and why the Express follows its current reprint policy. It 
leads one to question whether the present owner is remotely interested in 
Rupert at all. This stands in stark contrast to Ian’s comments on page 72, 
where he emphasises the enormous responsibility which he and John 
Harrold felt they carried as custodians of the heritage of Rupert. 
Acknowledging the devotion of Alfred Bestall, Ian says “In continuing 
the tradition, I always hoped that younger readers growing up with our 
stories might remember them in a similar way. The experience of meeting 
readers, young and old, certainly made me very aware of my 
responsibility to preserve  the best of a classic tradition,  while  
keeping it relevant and enjoyable for a new generation.” It is admirable 
that Ian also acknowledges the contributions of John, Doris and Gina to 
maintaining this tradition. We are left reflecting that the only new stories 
of Rupert come in the annual, courtesy of Egmont and Stuart Trotter.  
   

This is a handsome, informative and greatly entertaining volume, well deserving a place on every Follower’s 
Rupert bookshelf. 

Roger Coombes 
 

 
 

Alfred – ahead of the game again! 
 
 
Once again, Alfred  
Bestall has proved 
to have had ideas 
which were well ahead  
of their time.  In the 1957 
story Rupert and the 
Rolling Ball (1968 annual), 
Rupert is encouraged by 
the Inventor to test-drive 
his ‘finest invention’ a  
new mode of transport,  –  
a sphere that flies and 
floats! 
On holiday in Mexico a 
Follower discovered that now, 50 years later, someone has had the 
same idea and is selling rides in a very similar transparent, floating 
sphere.  
It is understood that the flying aspect is still undergoing trials.                                                                                                           
Apparently it works downhill, but not up! 

Lily Duckling   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Author Ian Robinson 
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Alfred Bestall  
at Chris Beetles’ Gallery London and the Bodleian Library, Oxford 
 
 
  Caroline and Alan Bott were busy at two events 
related to Rupert in the latter part of last year. This 
reporter was dispatched by the Nutwood Newsletter 
editor to report on them. 
  The first, on 16th September, was the public launch 
of Caroline’s book on Alfred’s cartoons for Punch 
and Tatler. Chris Beetles’ Gallery in St James’s had 
provided an exhibition of original works by Punch 
illustrators, including E. H. Sheppard, Frank 
Reynolds, Fougasse and H. M. Bateman, as well as 
some by Alfred loaned by Caroline. The group 
contained nine Punch cartoons, six cat and dog 
caricatures done for postcards, and two colour 
paintings – “Birds of a Feather” and “No longer on 
speaking terms” – from Tatler. None of these, of 
course, was for sale, being part of Caroline’s 
collection bequeathed to her by Alfred and 
discovered in the attic at Penlan, although two items 
not from her collection were. These were a single 
frame of Rupert and chums from the Daily Express 
in 1958 (priced at £2, 250) and John Harrold’s pen 
and ink title page of Rupert at the beach for the 1989 
Annual (£850).    

  

      Caroline with Chris Beetles 
 

  Visitors to this private view were able to study the 
works at leisure, with refreshments, and chat to 
Caroline and Alan and their son and daughter in law. 
Caroline mentioned that there was also to be an 
exhibition at the Light Box in Woking until 
Christmas, and that she was to be filmed for a 
television documentary for showing in November. 

  The second event was held at the Bodleian Library in 
Oxford on 30th November. This was the launch of a 
second edition of Caroline’s book, “The Life and 
Works of Alfred Edmeades Bestall 1892 – 1986”. This 
new edition has a new dust wrapper noting Rupert’s 
90th anniversary and contains improved reproduction of 
the images. Like the first edition it is published by 
Bloomsbury, who sponsored this private view and talk 
by Caroline.  
  Almost 80 guests braved 
the cold and snow to get 
to Convocation house at 
the Bodleian, only to be 
confronted by a mob of 
demonstrating students 
and mounted police. 
Having failed to enter the 
building, the crowd was 
redirected elsewhere via 
their mobile ‘phones and 
we eventually gained 
admittance. Over drinks 
and nibbles we heard Dr. Sarah Thomas, the Bodleian 
Librarian, and Professor Richard McCabe, Chairman of 
the Friends of the Bodleian, deliver two five minute 
introductions to Alfred and to Caroline, who then gave 
a 35 minute talk on the subject of her book.  
  With the restraint of half an hour the talk was of 
necessity an overview of Alfred’s personal and 
professional life, and what he meant to Caroline as her 
godfather. The role of godfather gained greater 
significance after Caroline’s father died when she was 
five years old. As well as being a diligent godfather to 
Caroline, and later taking great interest in her children, 
Alfred became the carer for his mother (who lived to be 
100) and handicapped sister. 
  Caroline’s talk was very well received and generated 
twenty minutes’ worth of questions, such as whether 
Alfred ever indicated what he preferred drawing. In 
reply to this, Caroline remarked that he was proud of 
his work for “the shinies” (Tatler, The Passing Show, 
etc). In another response, she stated that Alfred never 
lost his faith but didn’t throw it at you, and was very 
involved with the Methodist Church, helping others and  
singing in the choir. Caroline’s observation that “Rupert 
has a loving mother and father and a secure home, 
which is what appeals to readers” drew murmurs of 
warm appreciation from the audience.  
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With the formal part of the evening over, people 
continued   to   converse  while   getting   Caroline’s  

 

dedications in their copies of the new edition, before 
braving the elements once more on a very cold night. 
Caroline and Alan have decided that the ultimate home 
of their Bestall collection will be at the Bodleian, as a 
loan in their lifetime and eventually as a donation. The 
Bodleian will stage occasional exhibitions. In the 
meantime, however, the collection remains at Rake 
Court 
  The small exhibition of some of Alfred’s artwork 
(different to the one at the Beetles gallery) in the 
Bodleian at the time of this talk was due to remain until 
Christmas. 
 

Roger Coombes
                  The Bodleian Exhibition

 

The Rupert Balloon 
 
  Does anyone remember the Daily and Sunday Express Rupert balloon, which was 
around in the1980/1990’s?   According to the information on the rear of this postcard 
it is 147 feet tall with a volume of over 120,000 cubic feet and 1.58 miles of fabric 
was used in construction.  Rupert’s waist is 1319 inches and inside leg 382 inches, a 
bit larger than the Secretary of the Followers of Rupert.  
  We wonder what has happened to it, as we have not heard of any sightings recently.   
 
  Does anyone know?  
 

W H Smith Colouring Competition 
 
  An interesting competition in 1990: W H Smith sponsored this Centre 
Parcs holiday prize to be awarded to the winner of the colouring 
competition.  We wonder how many parents/guardians completed it 
themselves to stand a better chance of winning.   
 
 
 
    
    The image was  
    specially drawn 
    by John Harrold 
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RUPERT CLASSIC : The 1966 Facsimile 
 

 
 
 
  This was a surprisingly difficult cover to 
“Photoshop”!  Removing the front cover text was 
relatively easy. The spine was the real challenge 
and, after many hours of pushing pixels, I’m still not 
100% happy with the outcome.  Nevertheless, it 
does show us what Alfred saw when he first painted 
this picture – in its entirety and without “clutter”.  
Often cited as one of serious Followers’ least 
favourite Annual covers, it’s rather fine when you 
see it properly.  Alfred’s fascination with funny 
machines is clear once again in the spring-loaded 
flying-saucer-come-plane with a curious old-
fashioned television aerial on top.  I had not spotted 
until now that the spacemen following Rupert are 
his Nutwood chums. 
  It’s unusual among Annual covers –apart from 
snowy ones - in being almost all one colour, so the 
splashes of bright colour in the spaceship, planet and 
sun (or moon) are essential to the composition. 
  The (non-Bestall) endpaper is a real oddity – more 
like  the  cover  of  a  1970s  progressive-rock album  
than the delicate watercolours we are used to in 
Bestall’s endpapers. 

 
 
 
  Egmont has chosen to pick out the bright orange-
yellow shade of the spaceship as the Folio-Society-style 
slipcover.  This is a nice idea, but it makes the box 
rather garish!  Otherwise, this is a lovely book, in the 
style we have come to expect from Egmont.  It’s not a 
slavish facsimile like the first few, as the book is 
boxier, the images are slightly softer and the paper is 
different from that of an original.  However, it is 
lovingly-produced and once again puts these important 
and delightful books in the hands of readers, as opposed 
to only collectors. 
  I have used images from the facsimile for this 
Newsletter’s front and back covers – both from Rupert 
and the Spring Chicken, a typically surreal Bestall tale 
within which the Imps of Spring are distressed as their 
King refuses to wake up.  As result, spring is “stalled” 
and ecological disaster looms. The answer is, of course, 
the eponymous Spring Chicken, but a trip to the bird 
kingdom is necessary to find spring-heeled mechanical 
poultry. The magnificent King of the Birds makes a 
typically regal appearance and then a trusty eagle 
carries them home.  The Spring Chicken makes a racket 
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in Nutwood, the dozy Imp-king awakes and climate-
change is averted. 
  Rupert and the Magic Ball is a classic “wonky 
magic” Bestall tale, where a magic ball delivered to 
Rupert for Christmas turns out to be errant.  It 
changes weight – sometimes floating like a helium 
balloon, at other times tricking poor Bill into giving it 
a good centre-forward’s kick, whereupon it acquires 
the density of a bowling ball.  Ouch!  There is a nice 
Carrollesque logical twist in this tale, where the ball 
turns out to respond to commands, inverted.  So – 
“stay still” causes it to run away and vice versa.  I’m 
sure that I’ve seen this device used in a non-Rupert 
story before.  Does anyone remember it? I’m 
fascinated by the literary influences that appear in 
Bestall’s Rupert – this may be yet another. 
There is clearly a need for better child-protection 
legislation in Nutwood, however, as in Rupert and 
Billy Goat, our chum is kidnapped and tied up by 
baddies while doing some innocent (if ill-advised) 
rock climbing.  The baddies seem to be thieves and 
Rupert’s revenge is literally to pull up the rope behind 
him, leaving the miscreants stranded down a hole, to 
await the attentions of PC Growler and the greater-
Nutwood plods! 
  The 1966 Annual also contains one of Alfred’s most 
charming sea-serpent stories in Rupert and the Secret 
Boat another example of the Old Professor’s slightly 
iffy engineering skills.  The said boat’s control box  
malfunctions and it spirits Rupert and Gregory off to 
a desert island, via a visit to the “useful” (according  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
to AEB) Merboy.  There they meet a mummy sea-
serpent and baby serpent.  Mummy serpent is initially 
fierce, but eventually mother and child accompany the 
chums back to the English seaside and all is well … as 
ever. 
  Lovely book – better cover image than I 
remembered, odd endpaper and superb stories.  
Thanks, Egmont. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Alan Murray

 

From “Rupert and the Magic Ball” – the ball 
makes its first appearance 

And finally – a rather cute baby sea-serpent 
startles Rupert. 

From “Rupert and Billy Goat”.  Rupert is 
trussed up by a nasty-looking villain. 
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Accidents will happen! 
                                                                                                    
   They say accidents will happen, and that’s true in 
the Rupert stories. Lots of accidents occur, but with 
a little careful thought most of them could have been 
prevented.   
   Gaffer Jarge sometimes makes an appearance. He 
is elderly and vulnerable; a prime example of an 
accident waiting to happen. In Rupert and Gaffer, 
the old man is concerned about a stranger who’s 
been prowling around his rickety cottage for days. 
Oddly enough he doesn’t ask the help of the police, 
but burdens Rupert with his problem about the 
stranger. “He prowls for hours round my cottage … 
he’s a spy, that’s what he is, and it makes me all of a 
twitter,” he complains to the sympathetic bear.  
Later in the story Gaffer’s walking stick lets him 
down – literally, for the old man falls to the ground. 
But it’s little wonder, because he’s used the stick for 
forty years; it isn’t straight, has an uncomfortable 
looking handle, and the iron tip has worn away. 
Apparently it belonged to Gaffer’s dad.  Mr Bear 
volunteers to supply a new ferrule, “At Gaffer’s 
great age he’d better have a rubber one.”  
 

 
 
   As Rupert gripped one of the plants, 
  A hand came out to grab his pants! 

 
   Later, Gaffer sits on his hard oak settle in front of 
his open fire. He lives on his own; how does he 
manage to bring in the coal? It’s surprising that the 
three girl guides don’t realise the dangers of roasting 
chestnuts in that fire. Just as Rupert sits before it, a 
nut shoots from the flames and narrowly misses the 
little bear’s head.  
   Another story, another old man; this time it’s Mr 
Scroop, an elderly miser, who’s fallen and hurt his 

leg in Rupert and Will o’ the Wisp.  Rupert helps after 
finding the man lying injured in a quarry. In Rupert and 
the Silver trowel it’s Rupert’s turn to fall into a quarry, 
whilst rescuing a lamb.  
   An explorer falls in Rupert and the Mystery Pond. 
He’s been clambering rocks and has hurt his ankle, but 
fortunately Rupert and Bill are passing by with a home 
made trolley, and stop to help. 
 

 
 
      The chums began to quiver and quake, 
      Pulling that lever – what a mistake! 

 
   In Rupert and the Windmill, Rupert and his chums are 
exploring a windmill, Willie releases a brake and the 
building floats into the sky. They are all tossed about 
inside the mill, but no one is hurt. Silly Willie. 
   The Fox brothers light an enormous cracker they’ve 
found in Rupert and the Chinese Cracker. There’s a 
terrific explosion, a dragon appears, and the pair fall 
into a pit, sustaining injuries.  
 

 
 

        Rupert really should take care, 
       He’s turned into a bouncing bear. 
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Fortunately, Rupert is a first-aider, for he applies a 
neat head bandage to one fox and a professional 
looking sling to the arm of the other. Rupert and the 
Adventures in the Snows. This story is full of 
accidents. A doctor’s car skids in the snow and 
overturns; a little girl skates on thin ice which gives 
way, causing her to fall in the water; Rupert falls 
from a precipice; Emil, a skier, has an accident. The 
same thing happens to Rupert when he dons skies 
and goes for help, but he’s not injured. In the last 
frames there are two potential accidents waiting to 
happen (but don’t): Rupert climbs to the top of a tall 
tree and is hanging on with one hand, and the 
Professor is holding a large glass flask which looks 
dangerous. He and Rupert gaze at the contents, and 
neither is wearing protective goggles or clothing. 
 

 
 
          “Oh, ho!” roared Edward, “what a mishap, 
          A sting on the snout, bad luck old chap!” 
 
Falling into lakes, ponds and rivers is not an 
uncommon occurrence in Rupert’s world. Beppo is 
nearly drowned when he falls into a ditch in Rupert, 
Beppo and the Kite. Algy is also nearly drowned in 
Rupert and the Woffle-fly; also in this adventure 
Bingo the pup is stung on the nose by a Woffle-fly. 
Rupert and the Black Moth. Rupert nearly gets 
drowned again when, lost and attacked by a swarm 
of flies, he rides on a log in a river and falls off. 
   In Rupert and the Iceberg Rupert rescues an old 
man from a lake; in Rupert and Snuffy it’s Bill’s turn 
to fall in the water, here it’s a pond; in Rupert and 
the Mystery Voice, Willie falls from a rock into a 
river. A pilot, who’s aeroplane is about to crash, 
wisely dons his parachute in Rupert and the Strange 
Airman. He unfortunately lands in a tree. Rupert and 
Mr Bear quickly make a stretcher and carry him to 
their cottage.   Dr Lion diagnoses concussion  and  a 

 
broken arm. A guardian and a spy appear in the story;   
both have walking sticks that are too short.  
 

 
 

     That pussy cat was very trying, 
     It sent the poor old stranger flying. 
 

   In Rupert and the Paper Kettle it’s the dwarf’s turn to 
fall from an aeroplane and land in a tree. He’s 
unconscious and nearly dead, but cured with the aid of a 
magic pill. 
   Rupert and the Half Crowns. Rupert and his friend, a 
black cat, go to a cinema to watch a film. No one in the 
audience seems surprised to see a cat sitting in a  
 

 
 

    “My head’s much better, now –Yippee, 
    And now, please tell me, what’s for tea?” 
 

seat, apparently enjoying the entertainments. And in 
case you ask, the pair did pay for their admission. On 
the way home they are nearly killed by a car, as they 
dash in front of it. 
  Is the same cat featured in Rupert and the Black Cat? 
Here an explorer does a bit too much exploring and 
falls into a deep hole. The cat helps with the rescue. In 
Rupert and the New Rose an upright stranger of military 
bearing falls over a… black cat. Not so lucky this time!   
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Another adventure, another sting. Podgy is ill again 
in Rupert and the Green Buzzer. This time it’s not 
from over indulgence of goodies, but from an insect 
sting. A large swelling has appeared on the pig’s 
head. It’s not the Woffle-fly, wasp or bee that’s 
stung him, but the Green Buzzer, a ferocious insect 
the size of a bird. The Wise Old Goat provided some 
pills, Podgy is instantly cured and returns to normal: 
“How hungry I am!” he straightaway cries. 
 
 
 

 
 

Fell from the bus, poor little mouse, 
Unfortunately, he didn’t bounce. 

 
 
In Rupert and 'Rastus the country mouse has a nasty 
tumble from a moving bus. What a shock for the 
little rodent. And Mrs Bear receives a shock when 
an apple falls on her head in Rupert and the Squire. 
But unlike Newton, she doesn’t bother investigating 
the theory of gravity.  
A strange inventor, looking like a car mechanic, 
appears with his head bandaged in Rupert and the 
Boffit. An escaped boffit has bumped into the man’s 
head. What’s a boffit? You’ll have to read the story 
to find out! It’s in the 1978 Annual.  
Rupert has a tumble on the ice in Rupert and the 
Ice-Flowers. Thankfully the only broken items are 
his mum’s eggs. Packed in a paper bag, by the way, 
not a carton. 
    Ice features again in Rupert and the New Boat. 
This time Rupert’s sinking through thin ice, and is 
winched to safety by Santa’s toys, which, judging by 
their professional actions, must have been in the 
RAF helicopter rescue service at some stage.  
   In Rupert and the Ice Skates, Rupert falls again on 
the ice whilst learning to ice skate. Bingo sensibly 
watches from terra firma. 

 

 
 
 

   

“There goes my shopping, flippin’ heck” 
Gasped Rupert at he chinned the deck. 

 
 
In Rupert and the Mulp Gulper. The Wise Old Goat 
falls whilst clambering among the rocks. That seems 
rather improbable – for a goat. 
  A large tree branch falls to the ground in Rupert and 
Uncle Bruno. At that very moment Uncle Bruno’s 
passing by in his grand car and the branch lands on his 
head. It’s unfortunate that Rupert’s sitting on the branch. 
What a shock for the little bear – and Uncle! Out come 
the bandages for the two damaged heads. The car is also 
damaged. 
 

 
 

     Mum threw her hands up in despair, 
     Matching bandages – what a pair! 
 
In Rupert and the Air Smugglers. Podgy’s legs are 
nearly ripped from his body as Rupert and Bill heave 
his ankles to prevent him falling into a deep hole.  
  When Rupert and Bill explore they find machinery 
leading  to  an  underground  passage.   It  leads  to  a  
smuggler’s cave; Constable Growler arrives…. What an 
exciting place Nutwood is! 
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The first thing that happens in Rupert and the Red 
Box is that Rupert is hit in the eye by a snowball. 
Sailor Sam bathes it (the eye, not the snowball) for 
the unlucky bear. Podgy gets a black eye in Book of 
the Year, 1936, when he and Rupert take a tumble in 
the snow. 
 
    

 
 

 “Because I am a pachyderm 
The trip won’t leave me too infirm” 

 
Fire is always a danger, and our hero is nearly killed 
when he’s trapped in a hot room and engulfed by 
smoke. In Rupert and the Fire the firemen (sorry, I 
mean fire-fighters) rescue him in the nick of time.  
Edward Trunk is driving a small train in Rupert and 
the Lost Railway  and falls from the driver’s seat. 
Edward appears again in Rupert and the Windy Day, 
taking his baby brother for a ride in a pushchair. 
Leaving the infant, Edward has an accident; he trips 
over a tree root.  
“Are you terribly hurt?” cries Rupert. “What, me? I 
fell on my head and that’s tough!” grins the elephant. 
But his expression soon changes to one  
of dismay when he realises that the pushchair and 
it’s occupant have disappeared. The little brother has 
fallen down a deep hole that leads to an 
underground cave   
   It’s Rupert that falls below ground in Rupert and 
the Fire. Preparing for the Coronation he notices 
smoke billowing from the basement of a shop. 
Lifting a grating on the pavement he falls through! 
Luckily, Fireman Mastiff rescues him just in time, 
before the little bear is overcome by the smoke. 
   In Rupert and the Housemouse Rupert and Rastus 
are stuck in a shop in Daisyham. They’ve been 
locked in, for it’s early closing day. They find the 
old owner in  his office;  he’s  fallen and twisted  his 
leg.  Rupert  dashes away  for an ambulance.  Whilst 

 
 

 

Eyes watering, blinding, coughing, choke! 
Poor Rupert’s overcome by smoke. 

 
 

waiting for the ambulance the man doesn’t moan in 
pain, but talks ‘happily and endlessly’; in fact the 
chums can’t get a word in. He’s smiling and looks 
comfortable and relaxed on the couch in his office. The 
ambulance and its euphoric patient speed to the hospital 
where presumably the staff on duty enjoy the cheerful 
company of their new admission.      
 

 
 

 
“Who left that old hat lying there, 

                    Was it you, you pesky bear?” 
 

  In Rupert and Unlucky Simon, Simon is unlucky – 
he’s accident prone. He goes to cut logs for his fire and 
had a nasty tumble when pulling at a branch from a 
fallen tree. He recovers and then falls through the rotten 
trunk. Fortunately he doesn’t have an accident with his 
saw! Later in the story he falls through a door, and 
topples over. 
   Incidentally he suffers from having a bad memory, 
he’s hungry, it’s early closing day, the pieman has 
refused to give him sustenance, and he’s locked out of 
his untidy house. And Simon hasn’t got a mother.  Very 
sad; very unlucky. 
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Simon makes another appearance in Rupert and the 
Fiddle. He leaves his cap in a corridor of a castle 
and along comes a stout steward and slips on the cap.   
“My ankle’s hurt! Oh, lackaday!” he gasps – but 
he’s more worried about the delivery of a pipe for 
his master, King Cole.  
 
 

 
 

   No-one around to hear his call, 
   A bramble bush to break his fall. 

 

In Rupert and the Cuckoo Rupert is lost and alone in 
the countryside, and it’s night. He falls head over 
heels down a steep bank, and lands without hurting 
himself. 
   In Rupert and Jock a postman slips on a muddy  
lane and sprains his ankle. Rupert gives him Mr 
Bear’s walking stick and says, “This will help you 
back to the post office.”  
The little bear offers to distribute the remainder of 
the post. The postman looks doubtful; not because 
of what his union might say, but can he trust Rupert? 
He can, and Rupert makes his way over the common 
with the mail.  
   Rupert and the Silent Land; a dwarf, having 
climbed a tree, falls from it and hurts his leg. 
 

 
 

         When Rupert helped him from the ground, 
        The Dwarf was hurt; he groaned and frowned. 

Rupert and the Crystal; it’s Algy’s turn to fall from a 
tree. He hurts his ankle, but luckily at that precise 
moment a meek donkey ambles by and the pup gets a 
ride home in one of its panniers. Looking distinctly lop 
sided the pair depart. Rupert is concerned, “The donkey 
can’t be enjoying it very much. Algy’s too heavy!”  The 
bear climbs into the other basket and redresses the 
balance; but as the beast slowly meanders away, one 
cannot help feeling sorry for it, although its burden is 
now balanced, it’s even heavier. Eventually it stops, and 
ears back it refuses to budge. The story ends with 
Rupert,  Algy, Edward,  Rollo,  the  Rabbit brothers and  
  
 

     

    “You’re built to scramble on a scree, 
      But not to nest up in a tree!” 
 

 
the donkey going home. The Rabbits are the lucky ones 
here; they are riding in the two baskets. A very 
dangerous situation occurs in Rupert and Granny Goat. 
The old lady is ill, and Rupert gives her a magic pill, 
bequeathed by her relative the Wise Old Goat. As Dr 
Lion calls to visit his patient, he and Rupert are 
concerned to see the feeble Granny flying from her 
bedroom window and disappearing over the horizon. 
Rupert manages to locate her, lying in the branches of a 
tall pine tree. “She might drop!” cries a bird. She won’t, 
of course, because she’s too scared to move. So Rupert 
gives her another pill which is, in fact, a flying pellet. 
Everyone breaths a sigh of relief as Granny then flies 
home to bed. Rupert runs to tell Dr Lion about the 
adventure, and it’s probable that the physician will 
prescribe the appropriate sedative for the bewildered 
old lady.  
  Now many of those accidents I’ve described could 
have been avoided, if only the characters concerned had 
taken more care!  
 

Ruth Sear 
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The Nutwooders: Family life? – Not as we know it! 
 
 

      
 

 
 

 
                                 

 

 

    
   Bestall’s beautiful world of Nutwood, which we find so completely 
absorbing as children, takes on a new dimension when looked at through 
our more sophisticate adult eyes.  This is certainly true when considering 
the inhabitants of the village. 
   It is impossible to separate Nutwood from its creator. (Bestall, that is, 
for Mary Tourtel’s conception was entirely different.)  He came to Rupert 
as a bachelor in his forties, and it is interesting to note how many of 
Nutwood’s adults seem to be in this age group or older, how many live 
alone and how few families are depicted. 
   A number of single – or single-minded! - people of independent spirit 
occupy key roles in the community.  Dr Lion has a housekeeper, but 
apparently no wife.  The Professor has the dwarf servant who is very 
much a character in his own right.  The Inventor gives the impression of 
living in his large isolated laboratory as well as working there, Old 
Gaffer Jarge lives alone in his cottage; Rupert and the Guides had to rally 
round and help when he had a fall (Rupert and Gaffer) and they were also 
on hand when Sailor Sam had a recurrence of his old complaint (Rupert 
and Poll Parrot).  Sam has exchanged his free-wheeling life on the high 
seas for a quiet existence in his hilltop shack (Rupert and the Iceberg).  
The Wise Old Goat is another isolated character in his imposing house in 
the hills beyond the village. 
   Certain other male characters have not been seen in their domestic 
surroundings, but no wives have been seen or mentioned.  In this group 
are Dr Chimp the schoolmaster, Mr Anteater, Constable Growler, Old 
Willum (who appears from hedgerows from time to time), the canine 
postman and the shopkeepers, Messrs Hippo, Chimp etc.  
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   When we look at the wonderful womenfolk a similar picture emerges.  
Mrs Sheep is now a widow and so is Granny Goat, although she is 
visited regularly by her grandson and is in communication with her 
relative (son?) the Wise Old Goat.  The owners of Beppo the monkey 
and Snuffy the puppy-dog are typical village spinsters and spend much 
of their time chasing their respective pets around the countryside.   
   Bestall is on record as saying that he regarded Rupert and his pals as 
his family.  Perhaps he saw himself in the role of grandfather to his 
imaginary brood, for many of them ostensibly have one grandparent as 
their only support.   In this category we can put Peter, Barbara, Mary-
Quite-Contrary, Margot, Rollo and ‘Rastus.  Billy Goat mentions his 
father but is regularly in the company of his granny.  Gregory Guinea-
Pig has a mother as well as a granny, but they are virtually 
indistinguishable in appearance.  Philip lives with his middle-aged aunt, 
Mrs Jones (Rupert and Jock).  Jennifer’s ‘mother’ in Rupert and 
Miranda is far too old to have a young child and we must suppose this 
to be a misprint for ‘grandmother’. 
   Surprisingly few of the Nutwood chums have brothers or sisters.  
There are the identical Rabbit twins, Rex and Reggie, and the identical 
Fox brothers (twins?) Freddy and Ferdy.  These are rarely seen apart 
and generally act as one person. Bill and Edward have baby brothers, 
Baby Badger and Baby Trunk, but only Brian and Margaret are brother 
and sister.  The animal friends are predominantly masculine the only 
exceptions being the rather bland Lily Duckling and Podgy’s 
unwelcome cousin the odious Rosalie.  Willie and ‘Rastus are cousins 
but Bestall seems to have tired of poor Willie after Rupert and the 
Carved Stick in 1958 (1967 annual). 
   Curiously, two of the pals, Pong-Ping and Bingo, appear to live 
alone.  Considering their disruptive lifestyles perhaps it is just as well!  
The little Peke’s father is only referred to in the past tense (in China) 
and the brainy pup’s parents have not been seen. 
   Of Rupert’s close chums only Algy, Edward and Bill have two 
parents portrayed by Bestall, and the Pugs seems to be the only family 
– apart from the Bears – to be featured as a group: the charming picnic 
sequence in Rupert, Algy and the Smugglers.  This was Bestall’s very 
first story and we might suppose that he foresaw how crowded his 
drawing-board would become if he were to create a complete family to 
surround each of his junior characters.  The mothers of Bill and Edward 
are seen much more often than their fathers.  Mr Trunk makes one, late, 
appearance in Rupert and the Igloo (1962).  Podgy’s father has not 
been seen but he does have an uncle, Mr Porker.   
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   Rex and  Reggie’s mother has been seen once, as has Willie’s mother.  
The parents of the Fox brothers are obviously hitting the high spots 
whilst their sons get into mischief.  Mrs Fox makes one guest 
appearance in the background welcoming home her errant offspring 
(Rupert and the Pedlar), but the path to Mr and Mrs Fox’s door, which 
should be well-trodden by irate Nutwooders, is well hidden. 
   Algy’s Canadian uncle is obviously a bloke for a joke (Rupert and 
the Igloo), and the portrayal of Bill’s uncle (Rupert and the 
Ticking/Buzzing Box) delightful in smoking-cap and slippers, makes the 
Badgers – Mr, Mrs, Bill, Baby and Uncle – the nearest thing to an 
extended family, but even here there are no grandparents to complete 
the picture.  I also miss Grandma and Grandpa Bear, although Mrs Bear 
does mention her mother.  Mr and Mrs Bear are the perfect parents, 
understanding, forgiving, kind yet firm, and Rupert’s uncles are superb 
characters: the generous-hearted Dr Bruno Bear and the exotic, far-
flung Uncles Grizzly and Polar, loners both, are unforgettable in their 
regrettably brief appearances.  No aunts or cousins are seen in Bestall’s 
time (he dropped Mary Tourtel’s cousin Joan).  Aunt Bruinella and 
Cousin Luella are mentions, but we are not told if they are Uncle 
Bruno’s family.  This seems unlikely as he always visits Nutwood on 
his own and seems to lead a bachelor existence in his large home 
(Rupert and Dog Toby). 
   On reflection, therefore, there seem to be a good many gaps in 
Nutwood society.  We might suppose, of course, that many characters 
exist who have not yet been seen (though this is rather surprising in the 
course of close on 300 stories).  It is a tribute to Alfred Bestall’s 
creative genius, however, that we can easily picture these missing 
characters in our mind’s eye and, who know, they may yet make an 
appearance. 

Pauline Cripps 
 
This interesting article originally appeared with limited black and white 
illustrations in Nutwood No 8 in 1986.   
We hope you feel it benefits from the colourful illustrations here. 



NUTWOOD NEWSLETTER Number 78 Spring 2011 – Page 28 

 
 

 

Following Christine Bemrose's super article "Making 
Golly" in NN 77, Follower Margaret Hoyle embarked 
on a Golly-Hunt and found wonderful illustrations of 
Golly in his various outfits.  

Here is where he has appeared in annuals: 

1936   Rupert’s Christmas Adventure  – Golliwog or Golly appears  as a helper 
to Father Christmas.  This seems to be the only annual which uses the term 
‘Father Christmas’.  Annuals after this refer to ‘Santa Claus’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

1942  Rupert and the Wrong Presents  

1943  Rupert and Golly 

1944  Rupert and the Dutch Doll 

1945  Rupert and the Reindeer 
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1948   Rupert and the Hobby Horse 

1950   Rupert’s Silver Trumpet 

1951   Rupert and the Runaways 

1961   Rupert and the New Boat 

1962   Rupert and the Robins 

1967   Rupert and the Lost List 

 

 

 

1968  Rupert and the Truant – this is a different type of golliwog though with less 
hair.  It is just referred to as a doll and is a Christmas present for Rosalie, Podgy’s 
cousin.  
 
1969   Rupert and the Old Chimney 

1971   Rupert and the Windlings 

1973   Rupert and the Bouncers 

 

After this last Annual, Margaret advises us  
that Santa Claus has a variety of toy helpers 
 such as - clown, cowboy, policeman, 
postman, scout, soldier and clerks.  

 

 

 

 

Why no Golly? 
 
In his otherwise superb book, “The Rupert Companion”, Ian Robinson throughout 
the volume and also in the final section, “Rupert and Chums”, where he lists sixty-six 
of them fails to make a mention of Golly.  The colourful Golly character was an 
important part of the history of Rupert Bear, sharing in many adventures, so I wonder 
why Ian ignored him. 

Susan Brown 
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Rupert Raffle 
 
We are including with this Newsletter an application form for raffle 
tickets.  As in previous years we are offering over 50 prizes with 
many unique and exclusive and not available elsewhere, so this is 
your chance to obtain a special Ruperty something.  Some of the 
prizes are shown here and as well as the Gina Hart artwork used on 
the rear cover of the 2002 Special, we will also be including another 
special piece of artwork, (more details in the next issue).  There will 
also be a number of Gina art-cells, which look delightful when 
mounted and framed. Also on offer will be some examples of our 
special models normally only for sale to members attending the 
Annual Meeting.  So, if you are planning to come along on August 
27th or not, get in early and send off  
your form and cheque without delay. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  A letter rack donated by Bob Whiter 
The Raffle Gnomes   

 
 
 
 
 

Egmont publishing plans 
 
 
We have been advised that this years’ Rupert Annual will be themed on 
transport and invention and will feature two stories illustrated by Alfred 
Bestall, one by John Harrold and a new story by Stuart Trotter.    
 
There are also plans for another facsimile Annual, which this year will be 
the one for 1970. It will be interesting to see how much demand there will 
be from established collectors for a facsimile of a book which is still 
readily available as original with nice copies costing under £20. 
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How popular is our Little Bear? 
He crops up in the most unlikely places! 
 
   Followers Roger Allen and John Rothwell have both advised us that Gyles Brandreth was the castaway on 
Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs on January 14th and reminisced about his idyllic 1950’s Rupert Bear childhood 
which helped him to rise above life’s problems. 
 
 Ann Widdecombe, who spoke at the Appledore Book Festival, 
advised Roger Allen who was there sporting his Rupert scarf that she 
had affection for Rupert.  According to Roger she seemed very 
knowledgeable on the subject. 
 
 Another Rupert reference is made obliquely by Terry Wogan who 
wore a Rupert scarf during his recent “Terry Wogan’s Ireland” 
programme for BBC1.  We would like to think Terry is also a Rupert 
fan and that he was not just wearing it because it was cold. 
 

   Graham Thomson spotted some 
Tourtel Beer on a Thomson cruise 
ship recently.  He says it is non-
alcoholic, which is what we would 
expect if it were to be served in 
Nutwood.    
Rupert the Beer he suggests.  
             Terry Wogan displays exquisite taste 
       
   John Lord has found one of the mysterious DVD’s that were in the shops 
during 2004 and then quickly withdrawn.  Algy Ping brought this to our 
attention in NN54 asking if any other Follower had a copy.  Well one has 
surfaced in Jersey where John lives and he says that there is no mention of 
copyright to the Express Newspapers on the cover, booklet or DVD.  We 
suspect there also might not have been official authorisation from MPL as the 
DVD features Frog Song images. The cover however proudly states “Paul 
McCartney proudly presents a Collection of Award-Winning Animated Films  
 

and Soundtracks”, so it implies some involvement.   
Does any other Follower have any idea why it was 
withdrawn? 

 
 
   N Banks has written to advise that Rupert’s 90th 
birthday was recorded in “Yours” magazine.  
Apparently Rupert also has military connotations as 
Junior officers are known as “Ruperts”, because 
Rupert Bear is thought to epitomise traditional 
public school values.  “Ruperts” were also the 
names given to rubber dummies dropped behind 
enemy lines in the last World War to create confusion. 
 

If anyone else has other Rupert references please let us know 




