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2019	Followers'	AGM		–		Official	notification																																																			
This	is	formal	notification	that	the	2019	AGM	will	take	place	at	Warwick	School	at	
	

																																																										12	noon	on	Saturday	24th	August.	
	

At	our	last	Committee	Meeting	it	was	proposed	to	restructure	the	Committee	better	to	reflect	how	
we	have	evolved.		New	posts	and	proposed	post	holders	are	noted	hereunder.	
	

Chairman	–	John	Swan	
Secretary	–	John	Beck	
Treasurer	–	Phil	Toze	
Membership	Secretary	–	Tony	Stanford	
Sales	Officer	–	Tony	Griffin	
Librarian/Archivist	–	Lizzie	Hackney	
Minutes	Secretary	–	Mike	Williams	
Website	Manager	–	Tony	Stanford	
Website	Editor	–	Pamela	Stones	
Publications	Editor	–	John	Beck	
Assistant	Publications	Editor	–	Pamela	Stones	
Annual	Meeting	Organiser	–	Tony	Griffin	
General	Committee	Members	–	Alan	Murray,	Louise	Hopkins,	Michael	Ward.	

	

There	are	no	other	proposed	changes	to	Rules	and	Constitution.		
Any	other	proposals	must	be	with	the	Secretary	30	days	before	the	meeting.	
	

Please	note	only	full	members,	including	e-members,	are	eligible	to	propose,	attend	and	vote.	
	

																																																																																																																																																	John	Beck	(Secretary)	
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Well,	the	AGM	week-end	is	upon	us	again	so	my	first	
message	 is;	 if	 you	 possibly	 can,	 make	 sure	 you're	
there!		 As	 usual	 Tony	 has	 overcome	 the	 changes	
that	 seem	 to	 be	 forced	 upon	 him	 every	 year	 by	
works	 at	 the	 school	 and	 as	 you'll	 see	 from	 the	
Secretary's	 piece	 on	 page	 eight	 a	 particularly	
exciting	 programme	 has	 been	 put	 together.	 So,	 if	
you	haven't	already	registered	please	do	so	as	early	
as	 possible.	 The	 sooner	 you	 do	 it,	 the	 easier	 you	
make	the	job	for	Tony	and	his	team.	
			Naturally	I	do	realise	that	some	of	you	are	unable	
to	 attend	 and	 if	 so,	 don't	 forget	 to	 send	 for	 your	
raffle	 tickets;	historically	a	 lot	of	 the	 leading	prizes	
are	won	by	postal	purchases.	
			Of	course	this	will	be	our	last	AGM	before	Rupert's	
Centenary	 year,	 so	 we'll	 be	 welcoming	 your	 ideas	
towards	next	year's	celebrations.	
			In	 particular	 I'd	 like	 to	 mention		 the	 ‘Bears!’	
Exhibition,	arranged		by	 the	Seven	Stories	Museum	
of	 Children's	 Literature	 in	 Newcastle	 and	 now	
touring	 the	 country.	 I	 have	 to	 say	 though	 that	 a	
Follower	 was	 disappointed	 when	 	visiting	 the	
Exhibition	in	Shrewsbury.		
			While	I	was	involved	in		–		and	visited	–		the	Seven	
Stories	 version,	 it	 will	 I	 fear	 be	 the	 case	 that	 the	
exact	format	will	depend	on	the	individual	Museum.	
I	 think	 that	 all	 I	 can	 say	 to	 this	 is	 that	 I	 would	
caution	against	making	a	long	journey	solely	to	view	
the	 exhibition,	 but	 if	 it's	 fairly	 close	 to	 you,	 you'll	
hopefully	 find	 that	 it's	 worth	 a	 visit.	 Having	 said	
this,	the	future	programme	for	‘Bears!’	is	that	it	will	
next	be	at	the	River	and	Rowing	Museum	in	Henley	
from	August	to	October	(exact	dates	awaited).	As	it	
happens	 I	 know	 this	 venue	 and	 it	 is	 well	 worth	 a	
visit	anyway.	
			The	 other	 date	 which	 	has	 been	 arranged	 is	 the	
Beacon	 Museum	 at	 Whitehaven	 from	 March	 28th	
until	 June	 29th	which	 of	 course	 takes	 us	well	 into	
the	Centenary	year.	
			However	–	 IMPORTANT	BIT	–	due	presumably	to	
a	 cancellation,	 the	 Exhibition	 is	 available	 but	
‘homeless’		from	December	2019	to	February	2020.	
So	if	anyone	knows	of	a	venue	which	has	space	for	a	
ready-made	 exhibition	 at	 that	 time,	 please	 let	 me	
know	and	I'll	be	happy	to	pursue	it.	
		 	 	 Finally,	 discussions	 are	 progressing	 about	 other	
ways	to	celebrate	2020.	I'll	be	putting	some	ideas	to	
the	 AGM	 but	 of	 course	 as	 mentioned	 above,	 your	
own	thoughts	will	be	more	than	welcome,	so	do	try	
to	have	a	think	in	the	meantime.	
			OK	 everyone,	 really	 looking	 forward	 to	 meeting	
Followers	old	and	new	at	the	end	of	August.	
	

John	Swan	(Chairman)	

	

Warwick	and	the	2019	Rupert	Annual	
	

See	page	9	for	plans	to	date	for	our	Fun	Day	this	
year.	There	is	information	about	the	2019	Rupert	
Annual	and	how	in	addition	to	signing	a	copy	for	
members	who	are	present,	Stuart	will	also	draw	
inside:	
 wthe	head	of	Rupert	or	any	other	chum	of	
							choice	
 wthe	full	body	of	Rupert	or	any	other	chum	
							of	choice	–				
orders	 for	 these	must	be	 received	by	27th	 July	 if	
they	 are	 to	 be	 ready	 for	 you	 to	 pick	 up	 at	
Warwick.	
	
Please	 note	 that	 by	 special	 commission,	 Stuart	
will	 draw	 other	 variations	 of	 heads/bodies.	
Contact	Tony	Griffin	for	prices	of	these.	
	
In	this	issue	you	will	find:	
 wRegistration	form	for	Warwick	
 wRaffle	ticket	application	form	
 wPostal	application	for	2019	signed	annual	
				(use	if	you	are	not	able	to	come	to	Warwick)	
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The	Length	of	Bestall’s	Rupert	Stories		
	
I	 have	noticed	over	 the	 years	 that	many	authors	
of	articles	in	the	Nutwood	Newsletter	have	had	a	
soft	 spot	 for	 the	 era	 in	 which	 they	 first	 had	
contact	 with	 Rupert	 stories,	 either	 reading	 or	
being	 read	 to.	 	 My	 first	 exposure	 was	 to	 the	
Annual	of	1944	when	I	was	three	years	old,	with	
my	 favourites	 then	 and	 to	 this	 day	 being	Rupert	
and	Rollo	(B69)	and	Rupert	and	the	Mystery	Voice	
(B68).	
	

	
	
Stories	in	the	Daily	Express	
	

I	 then	 started	 following	 Rupert	 in	 the	 Daily	
Express	 with	 each	 panel	 being	 lovingly	 cut	 out	
and	 kept.	 This	 continued	 till	 about	 1949,	 with	
more	 cursory	 attention	 thereafter	 but	 never	
ignored.		All	the	stories	in	the	Annuals	I	had	were	
from	 the	 wartime	 years	 and	 I	 remember	 the	
shock	 on	 Christmas	 morning	 1947	 when	 I	 saw	
Rupert	 and	 the	 Black	 Cat	 (B87)	 which	 I	
remembered	appearing	in	the	Express	in	1945.		I	
felt	 short	 changed,	 as	 I	 had	a	 full	 set	 of	 cuttings.	
When	 I	 was	 older	 I	 came	 to	 realise	 that	 the	
Annuals	 were	 the	 real	 way	 to	 build	 a	 Rupert	
Library.	
			All	 the	 stories	 I	 was	 reading	 were	 relatively	
short	 compared	 to	 before	 and	 after	 the	war	 but	
then	 I	 did	 not	 then	 know	 about	 the	 pre-war	
stories.	 	 I	 marvelled	 at	 the	 longest	 one	 I	 knew,	
Rupert’s	Fairy	Cycle	(B78)	at	60	panels.	This	was	
finally	equalled	by	Rupert	and	Jack	Frost	(B92).	In	
April	 1949	war	 time	 restrictions	were	 lifted	 and	
Rupert	was	restored	to	two	panels	per	day	during	
Rupert’s	 Queer	 Path	 (B112)	 which	 also	 had	 60	

panels.	 Thereafter	 stories	 tended	 to	 be	 longer,	
growing	 in	 length	 as	 the	 years	 went	 by	 and	my	
youthful	love	was	waning.		
	

	
	

			Perhaps	because	I	started	with	shorter	stories	I	
have	always	preferred	them,	as	they	usually	have	
more	 pace.	 	When	my	 own	 boys	 were	 young	 in	
the	1970s	I	found	the	stories	in	their	Annuals	too	
long	 to	have	 the	entire	story,	 read	properly	with	
no	 skipping,	 to	 be	 read	 at	 one	bed	 time.	 	Rupert	
and	 Gwyneth	 (B195)	 (112	 panels)	 I	 found	
particularly	tedious.	
	

	
	
			Mary	 Tourtel’s	 stories	 tended	 to	 have	 less	
panels	 than	 early	 or	 late	 Bestall.	 	 I	 imagine	 that	
Bestall	 the	 talented	 artist	 found	 producing	 extra	
panels	 for	 a	 story	 easier	 than	 thinking	 up	 fresh	
plots	after	he	had	devised	over	150.	
			When	Bestall	took	over	Rupert	in	1935	his	first	
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two	 stories	 Rupert,	 Algy	 and	 the	 Smugglers	 (B1)	
and	Rupert’s	Autumn	Adventure	(B2)	both	were	of	
108	 panels,	 far	 longer	 than	 any	 Tourtel	 story.	
After	Rupert,	Bill	and	the	Pearls	 (B3)	at	86	(84	 in	
the	 Annual)	 there	 was	 the	 surprisingly	 short	
Rupert’s	Christmas	Adventure	(B4)	at	16	panels.	It	
was	 equalled	 only	 in	 brevity	 by	 Rupert	 and	 the	
Dutch	 Doll	 (B56)	 in	 1940	 when	 the	 war	 time	
restrictions	were	in	force.		

			Although	brief,	 the	quality	of	 these	 two	 stories	
was	good.	After	B5	with	85	panels	 including	one	
double	panel,	B6	and	B7	had	108	and	107	with	a	
double	 panel.	 	 After	 these	 stories	 in	 1936	 there	
was	 no	 further	 century	 till	 1951.	 Rupert’s	 Deep	
Sea	Adventure	 (B160)	 took	 the	 record	 at	 112	 in	
1955	and	the	final	record	holder	was	Rupert	and	
the	Outlaws	(B186)	at	116	in	1959.	
	

	

	
Number		
of	Panels	

	
1935-40	

	
1940-49	

	
1949-56	

	
1956-63	

	
Total	

	
	
	

	
	
	

116	 0	 0	 0	 1	 1	
112	 0	 0	 1	 5	 6	
108	 4	 0	 0	 6	 10	
104	 0	 0	 1	 8	 9	
100	 0	 0	 2	 7	 9	
96	 0	 0	 6	 9	 15	
92	 1	 0	 8	 6	 15	
88	 0	 0	 5	 4	 9	
84	 2	 0	 9	 3	 14	
80	 1	 0	 4	 4	 9	
76	 2	 0	 3	 2	 7	
72	 4	 0	 3	 0	 7	
68	 0	 0	 3	 0	 3	
64	 4	 0	 7	 1	 12	
60	 2	 3	 4	 0	 9	
56	 9	 					10	 0	 0	 19	
52	 4	 					13	 0	 0	 17	
48	 8	 6	 0	 0	 14	
44	 5	 5	 0	 0	 10	
40	 1	 8	 0	 0	 9	
36	 0	 7	 0	 0	 7	
32	 1	 6	 0	 0	 7	
28	 0	 2	 0	 0	 2	
24	 2	 0	 0	 0	 2	
20	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	
16	 1	 1	 0	 0	 2	

Total	 51	 61	 					56	 56	 224	
Average	 58	 45	 					82	 97	 78	

			Left	 is	 a	 table	 showing	 the	
length	of	Bestall	 stories	split	
into	4	sections.			
	
	
			The	 first	 column	 1935-
1940,	 the	 pre-war	 years,	
ceases	 with	 B51	 in	 June	
1940.	 	 Both	 Rupert	 and	
Odmedod	 (B50)	 (76)	 and	
Rupert	 and	 the	 Cartwheels	
(B51)	 (44)	 had	 a	mixture	 of	
one	 panel	 and	 two	 panel	
days.	 	 From	 B52	 all	 stories	
were	 one	 panel	 per	 day	 ‘til	
Rupert’s	 Queer	 Path	 (B112)	
(60).	 These	 are	 analysed	 in	
the	second	column,	1940-49,	
the	 war	 restriction	 years.		
The	 last	 two	 columns	 split	
the	remaining	post	equally.	
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			It	 is	 clear	 there	 was	 a	 sharp	 drop	 in	 average	
length	due	to	the	war	time	restrictions	and	giving	
Bestall	 as	 much	 story	 writing	 but	 not	 as	 much	
drawing	 as	 before	 the	 war.	 The	 stories	 were	
longer	after	 the	war	 time	restrictions	were	 lifted,	
particularly	in	the	last	few	years.	From	June	1940	
to	May	1949	no	 story	was	 longer	 than	60	panels	
and	thereafter	no	story	was	ever	shorter	 than	60	
panels.	
	
Stories	first	appearing	in	an	Annual	
	

Before	the	War,	with	2	panels	per	day,	about	620	
panels	were	 produced	 each	 year.	 	 From	1942-50	
there	 were	 about	 310	 panels	 per	 year.	 The	
Annuals	 had	 around	 100	 pages	with	 4	 panels.	 In	
the	 1936	 Annual	 all	 the	 stories	 had	 been	 in	 the	
Express	 in	 1935	 or	 1936.	 Gradually	 the	 stories	
took	longer	to	reach	the	Annuals	and	in	the	1941	
Annual	 the	 stories	 were	 from	 1938	 to	 1940.		
Thereafter	 the	 Annuals	 required	 more	 than	 a	
year’s	 worth	 of	 stories	 and	 the	 gap	 was	 closing	
again	 so	 to	 avoid	 catching	 up	 completely	 Bestall	
had	to	produce	more	stories	for	the	Annuals	from	
1944	onwards.	 	 This	 started	with	Rupert	and	the	
Yellow	Cloak	 (BO1).	 	 Every	 Annual	 from	 then	 till	
1965	contained	at	least	one	fresh	story.	After	that	
no	 fresh	 Rupert	 story	 appeared	 in	 an	 Annual	 till	
1983	–	Rupert	and	the	Dragon	Race	(HO1)	by	John	
Harrold.		

	
Number	
of	Panels	

	
1944-50	

	
1951-65	

	
Total	

104	 0	 1	 1	
100	 0	 0	 0	
96	 0	 0	 0	
92	 0	 0	 0	
88	 0	 0	 0	
84	 0	 1	 1	
80	 0	 1	 1	
76	 0	 2	 2	
72	 0	 0	 0	
68	 0	 1	 1	
64	 1	 1	 2	
60	 0	 3	 3	
56	 2	 4	 6	
52	 2	 2	 4	
48	 3	 1	 4	
44	 2	 0	 2	
40	 6	 0	 6	
36	 3	 2	 5	
32	 1	 0	 1	
28	 2	 0	 2	

Total	 21	 19	 40	
Average	 43	 62	 52	

			The	 table	 below	 left	 shows	 that	 during	 the	
period	 when	 Bestall	 was	 forced	 to	 produce	
shorter	stories	for	the	Express,	he	did	the	same	for	
the	 Annuals.	 After	 1950	 these	 Annual	 stories	
became	longer	as	did	the	Express	stories.	
	
The	Adventure	Series	
	

This	 series	 was	 the	 most	 constricted	 by	 the	
number	 of	 panels.	 It	 commenced	 in	 September	
1948	in	the	same	format	as	for	the	Annuals	with	4	
panels	per	page.	The	first	3	issues	all	had	56	panel	
stories	 which	 were	 also	 in	 the	 1944,	 1940	 and	
1944	Annuals	respectively.		It	was	then	decided	to	
have	 2	 stories	 per	 issue	 and	 88	 panels,	 so	 in	
number	 4,	 in	 September	 1949,	 the	 stories	 were	
Rupert	and	the	Wrong	Presents	(B47)	which	in	the	
Express	in	1939/40	and	the	1942	Annual	with	48	
panels	and	Rupert’s	Good	Turn	(B54)	which	was	in	
the	Express	in	1940	and	the	1943	Annual	with	32	
panels.		Being	8	panels	short	of	the	target,	4	panels	
were	added	at	both	 the	beginning	and	 the	end	of	
Rupert	 and	 the	 Wrong	 Presents.	 This	 was	
ingeniously	done	but	it	would	have	been	easier	to	
have	used	a	different	56	panel	 story!	 	The	added	
first	4	panels	are	shown.	
	

	
	
			All	 issues	 up	 to	 9	 had	 88	 panels	 by	 choosing	
pairs	such	as	44	+	44	or	32	+	56.	 	Number	8	had	
the	 first	 new	 stories	 by	 Bestall	 –	Rupert	 and	 the	
Wicked	 Uncle	 (BA1)	 56	 panels.	 	 The	 number	 of	
panels	 per	 issue	 was	 slightly	 reduced	 over	 the	
years	 with	 an	 extra	 page	 or	 2	 of	 puzzles	 added.		
The	50th	and	last	edition	was	issued	in	June	1963.		
One	 advantage	 of	 the	 Adventure	 Series	 was	 to	
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have	a	supply	of	shorter	stories	available	handy	at	
bed	 time	 if	 Mum	 or	 Dad	 was	 under	 time	
constraints.	
			Having	 such	 tight	 limitations	 on	 the	 number	 of	
panels	 and	 the	 pressure	 of	 having	 to	 produce	 3	
editions	 of	 the	Adventure	 series,	 requiring	 about	
200	panels,	plus	over	600	panels	 for	 the	Express	
plus	about	100	panels	for	new	Annual	stories	plus	
covers,	end	pages,	puzzles	and	origami	pages	was	
a	 remorseless	 annual	 production.	 It	 did	 affect	
Bestall’s	 health.	 See	 Roger	 Newell’s	 article	 in	
Newsletter	102	and	a	Bear’s	Life	by	George	Perry	
pp	70	and	93.		
	
The	Boys’	and	Girls’	Books	of	the	Year	
	

The	 1936	 and	 1937	 books	 each	 had	 12	 Rupert	
stories	each	consisting	of	6	panels.	They	are	well	
below	the	standard	of	all	other	Bestall	stories.	
			In	 an	 interview	 with	 Alan	 and	 Laurel	 Clark,	
published	 in	 their	 Golden	 Fun	 Journal	 (Winter	
1981)	Bestall	said	“I	have	never	been	pleased	with	
my	 work	 in	 this	 series	 of	 books.	 I	 found	 the	
brevity	 of	 the	 Rupert	 feature	 extremely	 difficult	
and	 they	were	 very	 bad”.	 Alan	Murray	 produced	
the	Bestall	Reprints	7	and	8	and	he	commented	in	
1997	 “undoubtedly,	 these	 short	 ‘comic	 strip’	
Rupert	 stories	 must	 have	 frustrated	 AEB	 the	

master	 storyteller,	 but	 AEB	 the	 artist	 was	 not	
affected	–	despite	his	own	sharp	self-criticism.			
			These	 drawings	 show	 the	 transitional	 phase	
between	 the	 previous	 formal,	 fairytale	 style	 of	
Mary	 Tourtel	 and	 the	 full	 distinctive	 and	
distinguished	Bestall	style	that	defines	Rupert	for	
many	Followers	of	a	certain	age	and	older!”	
			One	of	the	stories	is	shown	in	full.	
			In	the	1938	Boys’	and	Girl’s’	book	a	proper	story	
was	published	–	Rupert	and	the	Travel	Machine,	60	
panels,	 and	 in	1939	–	Rupert	and	the	Red	Box,	 32	
panels.	
	
Notes:	
	

1. 		To	make	the	tables	neat	I	have	used	the	length	
of	each	story	as	in	the	Annual,	all	multiples	of	
four,	 while	 aware	 of	 the	 slightly	 different	
lengths	of	some	stories	in	the	Express.		Rupert	
and	 the	 Gomnies	 (B192)	 is	 the	 only	 story	
which	 finishes	with	a	 two	panel	page	 to	 total	
98	 in	 an	Annual.	 	 I	 have	 counted	 any	 double	
panel	as	two	panels.	

2. 		In	many	of	the	stories	written	specially	for	the	
Annuals	 there	 are	 5	 panels	 on	 a	 few	 pages	
and,	I	have	counted	that	as	4	panels.	

3. 		There	are	two	series	of	stories	where	there	is	
a	link	to	the	next	story	so	could	be	considered	
one	longer	story:	
Rupert	and	the	Old	Ruin	 (B42)	Rupert	and	the	
Lost	 Boat	 (B43)	 and	 Rupert	 and	 the	 Sea	
Serpent	 (B44)	total	panels	amounting	to	44	+	
60	+	92	=	196					
The	 other	 is	 Rupert	 and	 Rollo	 (B69)	 and	
Rupert	and	the	Old	Map	(B70)	56	+	44	=	100.	
	

	
	

Maurice	Paterson
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If	 you	 have	 never	 attended	 an	 Annual	 Meeting	
before,	or	have	not	come	along	for	some	years,	we	
recommend	that	you	try	and	attend	this	year.		It	is	
likely	that,	for	a	number	of	reasons,	the	event	this	
year	could	be	one	of	the	last	in	the	current	format.		
			This	 year	we	 have	 a	 number	 of	 benefits	 for	 all	
those	 registering	 and	 attending,	 and	 we	 plan	 to	
have	a	few	surprises	for	you	as	well.		I	can	let	you	
into	one	secret	now	and	that	 is	we	are	hoping	to	
have	the	Rupert	balloon	on	site	for	the	weekend.		
It	is	190	foot	high	inflated,	has	been	in	storage	for	
a	 number	 of	 years	 and,	 barring	 safety	 issues	 or	
poor	weather	conditions,	is	hoping	to	come	along	
to	support	our	day.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
				
			After	 this	
outing	 it	 is	
likely	 to	 go	
back	 into	
storage	 –	 it	 is	
a	one	and	only	
chance	 to	 see	
it,	 so	 make	
sure	you	don’t	
miss	it.		
	

				
	
	
	
	
			Stuart	 Trotter	
will	 be	 present	
to	 sign	 and	
dedicate	 Rupert	
Annuals	 for	
those	attending.		
	
	
	

			The	 Origami	 Society	 will	 be	 in	 attendance	 to	
show	and	help	you	make	the	paper	folds	featured	
in	the	Rupert	Annuals.	
			There	 will	 also	 be	 the	 usual	 attractions	 of	
quality	talks.	Our	presentations	this	year	will	be	a	
talk	 on	 new	 facts	 on	 Mary	 and	 Herbert	 Tourtel	
(after	 the	 Friday	 evening	 meal),	 and	 on	 the	
Saturday	there	will	be	something	a	bit	different;	a	
presentation	 on	 the	 Eagle	 comic,	 artwork	 and	
history.	 	 Both	 will	 be	 by	 Arts	 Society	 lecturer	
Howard	 Smith.	 	 I	 am	 sure	 everyone	 remembers	
the	 Eagle	 and	 Dan	 Dare	 and	 having	 seen	 this	
presentation	already	I	can	certainly	recommend	it	
as	something	interesting	and	special.	We	are	also	
promised	 a	 talk	 on	Rupert	 schoolmasters	 by	 the	
ever	popular	Roger	Coombes.		
			There	 will	 be	 the	 usual	 dealers’	 bourse	 and	 I	
know	 there	 will	 be	 some	 special	 and	 unusual	
items	available	on	offer	on	the	Saturday,	including	
original	 artwork	 and	Mint	 early	Rupert	Annuals,	
but	 you	will	 need	 to	 be	 there	 to	 get	 a	 chance	 of	
purchasing	 them.	 	 If	you	have	surplus	 items	 that	

you	wish	to	let	go	then	why	not	have	a	stall	at	
no	charge,	but	you	must	let	Tony	know	on	the	
Registration	 form	 that	 you	 would	 like	 one,	
and	provide	 a	 contact	number	 so	he	 can	 see	
how	much	space	you	need.			
			Tony	 is	 also	 hoping	 to	 have	 some	 new	
interesting	 Followers’	 Rupert	 offerings	
available	 and	 this	 will	 be	 your	 chance	 to	
purchase	 them	 at	 a	 discount	 price.	 	 With	 a	
new	play,	the	raffle	and	tombola	there	should	
be	plenty	to	keep	you	entertained.			
			Don’t	forget	we	can	provide	accommodation	
on	 site	 (first	 come	 first	 served),	 so	 why	 not	
make	 a	 weekend	 of	 it	 and	 enjoy	 the	 Friday	
and	Saturday	evening	meals	which	are	always	
popular.		As	I	say,	this	year	is	likely	to	be	one	
of	the	last	in	the	current	format	so	make	sure	
you	do	not	miss	out	on	the	experience.		
	
			Enclosed	 with	 this	 Newsletter	 is	 a	
Registration	Form,	and	I	suggest	you	return	it	
ASAP	particularly	if	you	want	accommodation	
as	 this	 is	 limited	 and	 likely	 to	 be	 filled	 very	
quickly.	
	

John	Beck	(Secretary)
	

Warwick	Fun	Day	and	Annual	General	Meeting,		
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The	latest	Rupert	Annual	–	the	84th		
	

Once	 again,	 this	 is	 a	 good	 sized	 annual	 featuring	 stories	 by	 Alfred	
Bestall	and	John	Harrold	and	a	brand	new	story	by	Stuart	Trotter:			
	

																																										Rupert	and	the	Bearcycle	
	

	Egmont	 tell	 us:	 “In	 this	 year’s	 annual,	 Rupert	 has	 many	 more	
adventures	 with	 a	 Skylark,	 a	 runaway	 kite	 and	 a	 windmill!”	 the	
repeated	stories	being	Alfred	Bestall’s	Rupert	and	the	Wonderful	Kite;	
and	 John	Harrold’s	Rupert	and	 the	Go-Cart,	 the	Skylark,	 the	Windmill	
and	the	Deep	Freeze.	
																																									Pre-Order	a	signed	copy	
			As	noted	on	page	8,	Stuart	Trotter	will	be	present	at	our	Followers’	
Annual	Gathering,	and	signing	copies	of	this	year’s	Annual.		As	well	as	
signing	the	Annual,	Stuart	will	also	draw	either	a	head	or	whole	body	
of	Rupert	or	one	of	his	chums	inside,	as	you	choose.	Stuart	takes	time	
and	care	drawing	each	one	individually	before	the	
Meeting.	They	MUST	be	pre-ordered.	
If	you	would	like	the	latest	signed	Annual,	(with	or	
without	 head/bodies)	 please	 order	 it	 on	 your	
Warwick	 Registration	 form.	 It	 will	 then	 be	 ready	
for	 you	 to	 collect	 at	 registration	 on	 the	 Saturday	
morning,	 and	 Stuart	 will	 sign	 it	 for	 you	 to	 take	
away	with	you	at	the	end	of	the	day.	For	prices	and	
further	information	see	the	Registration	form.	The	
date	for	pre-ordering	all	Annuals	is	27th	July.		
	

The	2019	Bumper	Raffle	
	

Our	 annual	 raffle	 gives	 all	members	 a	 chance	 to	
own	 an	 exclusive	 piece	 of	 Rupert’s	 history.	 	 As	
well	as	the	plum	prize	of	a	piece	of	Stuart	Trotter	
original	 Rupert	 artwork,	 we	 also	 have	 some	
further	 original	 hand	 coloured	 John	 Harrold	
double	 panels	 from	 the	 Rupert	 and	 the	 White	
Path	 story	 that	 appeared	 in	 the	 2003	 Rupert	
Annual.	 These	 were	 used	 in	 the	 actual	 Rupert	
Annual	production	and	have	been	kindly	donated	
by	 Jerry	Reynolds,	 the	owner	of	Pedigree	Books,	
who	 were	 producing	 the	 Rupert	 Annual	 at	 the	
time.	 	 Jerry	has	kindly	promised	us	some	further	
proof	 items	 for	 future	 raffles	 and	 we	 hope	 to	
include	some	of	these	as	well.			

	
	

Egmont	 has	 provided	 some	
Rupert	 Annual	 cover	 pulls	
and	 again	 these	 are	
exclusive	 and	 look	 great	
mounted	and	framed	for	the	
wall.		
			We	will	also	have	some	Gina	Hart	hand	coloured	
panels	 from	 our	 Specials,	 so	 there	 should	 be	 in	
excess	of	30	unique	prizes.		
			The	raffle	 is	open	 to	all	members	and	 last	year	
most	prizes	went	to	postal	members	–	so	send	for	
your	 tickets	 now	on	 the	 enclosed	 form	 then	 you	
do	not	forget	and	miss	out.		

	

	

	

If	 you	 are	 not	 able	 to	 attend	 the	 meeting,	 but	
would	like	to	order	a	copy	by	post,	please	use	the	
2019	 Signed	 Annual	 Postal	 Application	 form	
(enclosed	with	this	newsletter)		
Signed	 copies	 will	 be	 posted	 out	 in	 the	 week	
commencing	1st	September.	
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Original artwork by 

Stuart 
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More	Rupert	Reminiscences				
	
Lapine	Lament	by	Rex	and	Reggie	Rabbit	

We	 are	 feeling	 rather	 sad	 as	 we	 often	 seem	 to	
miss	out	from	participating	in	Rupert’s	wonderful	
escapades.	 We	 even	 helped	 him	 in	 his	 very	 first	
adventure	 (Little	Lost	Bear	T1)	when	we	rescued	
him	 as	 he	 was	 stuck	 in	 the	 entrance	 to	 Bill	
Badger’s	 temporary	 base	 in	 Nutwood	 Forest.		
Surely	 Rupert	 has	 forgiven	 us	 for	 running	 off	
when	we	saw	two	robber	foxes	approaching.	It	is	
not	our	 fault	 that	Rupert	could	not	keep	up	with	
us	and	Bill	did	not	come	out	and	help	him.	Yet,	Bill	
is	always	on	adventures	with	Rupert	and	playing	
games	 with	 him.	 Our	 mother	 says	 that	 we	 have	
each	other	and	that	 is	why	we	do	not	always	get	
invited	to	parties	as	there	might	not	be	room	for	
both	of	us.	
			Apart	 from	 each	 other,	 we	 have	 many	 cousins	
but	the	one	we	see	most	often	is	Hugo	Hare	who	
lives	 in	 Popton	 (Rupert	 and	 the	 Boxing	 Match	
SE20).	 Sometimes	 we	 wonder	 if	 Rupert	 has	 not	
forgiven	us	for	stranding	him	and	Bill	on	an	island	
in	 the	 middle	 of	 a	 river	 (Rupert	 and	 the	 Ticking	
Box	 AS9).	 It	 was	 meant	 to	 be	 a	 harmless	 prank,	
but	 our	 boat	 capsized	 before	 we	 could	 sail	 back	
and	rescue	them.	In	the	end,	we	were	rescued	by	
a	motor	boat	which	was	giving	Rupert	and	Bill	a	
lift.	
	

	
	

														Though	Bill	and	Rupert	scan	the	shore,	
														The	boat	and	rabbits	are	no	more.	
	
			Many	 times	 we	 have	 been	 on	 the	 periphery	 of	
Rupert’s	 adventures	 such	 as	 playing	 football	 or	
cricket	on		Nutwood	Common,		but		when	we	split	

up	 or	 stop	 for	 a	 breather	 we	 often	 lose	 sight	 of	
Rupert	and	find	out	at	school	or	in	the	village	that	
he	has		had	an	amazing	adventure,	often	with	Bill	
and	 Algy;	 sometimes	 Podgy	 and	 Willie	 might	 be	
involved	 or	 many	 of	 our	 other	 chums	 but	 it	 is	
rarely	 Rex	 and	 Reggie.	 One	 time	 we	 remember	
was	 when	 Dr	 Chimp	 organised	 a	 Christmas	 play	
(Rupert	 and	 the	 Christmas	 Play	 JH111).	 I	 (Rex)	
played	the	trumpet	and	I	(Reggie)	played	a	drum	
and	Rupert	played	Father	Christmas.	At	the	end	of	
the	 play,	 the	 real	 Santa	 appeared	 which	 was	
fantastic.	During	the	party	after	the	play	we	heard	
that	 Rupert	 had	 travelled	 all	 the	 way	 to	 Santa’s	
castle	to	collect	Ming	who	had	flown	off	in	a	panic	
during	 a	 play	 rehearsal,	 when	 Bill	 who	 was	
playing	St	George	pretended	 to	 fight	Pong-Ping’s	
pet.	 We	 could	 have	 rescued	 Ming	 by	 playing	 a	
tune	on	our	instruments	which	would	have	lured	
him	 back	 to	 Nutwood	 but	 we	 did	 not	 have	 the	
chance.	 Rupert	 has	 often	 been	 to	 Santa’s	 castle	
but	we	have	never	had	an	opportunity.	
	

	
	
														“When	Rupert	has	adventures	new,	
															We	wish	that	we	could	go	there	too.”	
	
			Once	 we	 did	 have	 an	 amazing	 adventure	 with	
Rupert	 (Rupert	 and	 the	 Twins	 BO17).	 Rupert	
really	wanted	to	have	a	pink	toy	windmill	from	a	
travelling	 Pedlar.	 However,	 he	 did	 not	 have	 any	
money	 but	 the	 Pedlar	 said	 he	 would	 give	 him	 a	
windmill	 if	 Rupert	 demonstrated	 a	 new	 trick	
when	he	returned	from	the	next	village.	We	never	
heard	 which	 village	 it	 was	 but	 hopefully	 it	 was	
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Popton	where	our	cousin,	Hugo	Hare,	would	have	
enjoyed	 the	 Pedlar’s	 conjuring	 tricks.	 Hugo	 is	
always	 saying	 that	 nothing	 much	 happens	 in	
Popton.	
			Anyway,	 while	 we	 were	 wondering	 what	 trick	
Rupert	could	do	 to	win	a	windmill	we	met	 three	
girl	 guides	 who	 Rupert	 knows	 well.	 	 Beryl,	 the	
oldest	 girl	 guide,	 said	 that	 most	 conjuring	 was	
really	 just	making	people	 think	 a	 thing	 is	 in	 one	
place	 when	 it	 is	 in	 another.	 She	 then	 suggested	
that	 as	 we	 were	 identical	 twins	 we	 could	 create	
an	 illusion	 for	 Rupert	 to	 try	 to	 trick	 the	 Pedlar	
with	 his	 conjuring	 skill.	 She	 suggested	 that	 we	
hurried	to	where	two	trees	stood	side	by	side	on	a	
little	 hill.	 We	 had	 to	 get	 there	 before	 the	 Pedlar	
returned	 from	 whichever	 village	 he	 had	 just	
visited.	I	(Reggie)	hid	up	in	the	branches	of	one	of	
the	 trees	 while	 Rupert	 waited	 for	 the	 Pedlar.	
When	he	came	into	sight	Rupert	told	him	that	he	
had	 a	 trick	 to	 show	 him.	 Rupert	 introduced	 me	
(Rex)	 and	 told	 the	 Pedlar	 that	 he	 had	 a	 trick	
called	‘The	Magic	Rabbit’.	I	(Rex)	then	climbed	up	
the	tree	next	to	the	one	where	Reggie	was	hiding.	
Rupert	 borrowed	 a	 windmill	 from	 the	 Pedlar	
which	he	used	as	a	magic	wand	and	shouted	out	
“Hey	presto”!	 I	 (Reggie)	 then	dropped	out	of	 the	
tree	 in	which	 I	was	hiding	 and	 ran	up	 to	Rupert	
and	the	Pedlar.	
			The	Pedlar’s	eyes	nearly	popped	out	of	his	head	
as	he	could	not	believe	that	I	(Rex)	had	appeared	
out	of	a	different	tree!	After	a	few	minutes,	Rupert	
called	 me	 (Rex)	 from	 my	 tree	 and	 we	 told	 the	
Pedlar	 that	 it	 was	 Reggie	 who	 had	 actually	
appeared	out	of	a	tree	first.	The	Pedlar	said	that	it	
was	such	a	 jolly	good	trick	 that	he	not	only	gave	
Rupert	a	pink	toy	windmill	but	gave	us	a	windmill		
	

	
	
																		Pedlar	jumped	out	of	his	skin,	
																	He	didn’t	know	‘twas		t’other	twin!	

each	as	well.	We	had	a	blue	one	and	a	yellow	one	
and	 share	 them	 between	 us.	 	 We	 went	 into	 the	
wood	to	find	the	girl	guides	to	tell	them	how	well	
their	 trick	had	worked	and	 then	we	showed	Mrs	
Bear	our	rewards.	
			That	was	probably	our	best	ever	adventure	with	
Rupert	and	apart	from	the	guides	no	other	chums	
joined	in	at	all.	Now	that	our	boat	is	repaired	we	
hope	that	we	might	go	on	another	adventure	with	
Rupert	and	it	would	make	a	change	for	him	to	use	
our	method	of	 travel	 rather	 than	Pong-Ping’s	 lift	
to	 China,	 the	 Sage	 of	 Um’s	 brella,	 the	 Wise	 Old	
Goat’s	 history	 clock	 or	 the	 Chinese	 Conjuror’s	
travel	cloud.	
(Richard	Adams	is	acknowledged	for	his	creation	of	
the	word	‘lapine’	in	Watership	Down.	If	this	had	not	
happened,	 this	 piece	 would	 have	 had	 to	 be	 titled	
“Oryctolagine	Occurrences”!)	
	
	
Vulpine	Ventures		
																													by	Freddie	and	Ferdy	Fox	
	
We	 have	 gained	 a	 rather	 notorious	 reputation	
over	the	years	in	Nutwood	for	playing	jolly	 japes	
on	 our	 friends.	 We	 consider	 ourselves	
practitioners	 of	 pranks	 but	 sometimes	 they	 get	
out	of	hand	and	we	appear	more	 like	cheats	and	
hooligans	 rather	 than	 practical	 jokers.	 We	 see	
very	 little	 of	 our	 parents	 which	 is	 why	 we	 are	
often	 roaming	 around	 Nutwood	 looking	 for	
something	to	do.	We	are	sure	that	some	Nutwood	
residents	 think	 we	 are	 related	 to	 two	 wicked	
foxes	 who	 once	 robbed	 Rupert	 (Little	 Lost	 Bear	
T1)	but	we	have	no	idea	who	they	were,	and	they	
have	not	been	seen	again.	
			We	 often	 get	 mistaken	 for	 twins	 but	 the	 only	
twins	 we	 know	 are	 the	 rabbit	 brothers	 who	 are	
too	timid	to	play	the	sort	of	pranks	and	japes	that	
we	 get	 up	 to.	 Although	 Freddy	 thinks	 he	 came	
across	 Rupert	 before,	 the	 clearest	 memory	 we	
both	 have	 of	 meeting	 Rupert	 is	 when	 we	 went	
apple	scrumping	 (Rupert	and	the	Chinese	Cracker	
B11).	However,	Rupert	said	 it	was	stealing	as	we	
had	 taken	 them	 from	 his	 garden	 shed	 and	 not	
from	a	 tree.	He	 later	bought	some	 fireworks	and	
while	he	was	helping	Willie	Mouse	who	had	fallen	
off	 his	 scooter,	we	borrowed	 them	 to	 check	 that	
they	worked	properly.	However,	they	got	too	hot	
to	handle	so	we	 threw	them	over	a	hedge	which	
meant	 Pong-Ping	 fell	 in	 a	 ditch	 with	 fright	 and	
Rupert	also	tumbled	over	as	he	tried	to	catch	us.	
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															Over	the	hedge	–	fireworks	they	toss,	
														Now	Pong	Ping,	he	looks	very	cross.	
	
			Instead	of	 laughing	off	 our	 jolly	 japes	of	 taking	
apples	and	fireworks,	Rupert	and	Pong-Ping	went	
to	 the	 Chinese	 Conjurer	 who	 gave	 them	 a	
firework	 called	 a	 Chinese	 cracker.	 We	 did	 not	
know	 this	 at	 the	 time,	 but	 we	 found	 a	 parcel	
containing	 it	 on	 the	 ground	 and	 when	 we	 saw	 a	
large	firework	inside,	we	thought	we	should	light	
it	 in	 case	 someone	 else	 did	 and	 caused	 an	
accident.	A	large	flame-coloured	dragon	appeared	
and	 chased	 us	 into	 a	 pit	 full	 of	 stones	 and	
brambles.		
	

	
	
																	Each	promises	not	to	be	a	brat,	
																But	really,	what’s	the	chance	of	that?	
	
Rupert	bandaged	our	wounds	and	we	went	with	

him	 to	confess	 to	Mr	Bear	 that	we	had	 taken	his	
apples	 and	 the	 fireworks	 which	 he	 had	 asked	
Rupert	to	buy.	We	promised	never	to	steal	things	
again	 and	 Mrs	 Bear	 treated	 us,	 Pong-Ping	 and	
Rupert	 to	 freshly	baked	 jam	 tarts.	 It	would	have	
been	apple	dumplings,	but	she	had	no	apples	due	
to	us.	
			We	have	done	some	really	good	pranks	such	as	
muddling	up	Dr	Chimp’s	music	and	dressing	up	as	
ghosts	to	try	and	frighten	the	others	at	Ottoline’s	
party	 (Rupert	 and	 Ottoline	 JH58).	 However,	 I	
(Freddy)	 hurt	 my	 ankle	 when	 Ferdy	 knocked	
against	 a	 newel	 post	 and	 I	 ended	 up	 in	 a	 secret	
tunnel.	 Rupert	 and	 Ottoline	 rescued	 me	 as	 they	
also	 ended	 up	 in	 the	 same	 tunnel	 when	 Edward	
Trunk	also	made	contact	with	the	same	post.	
			Another	great	trick	was	when	we	went	trick	and	
treating	 (Rupert	 and	 the	 Pumpkin	 Pie	 JH91).	 We	
dressed	up	as	highwaymen	and	robbed	everyone	
of	 their	 goodies	 as	 they	 crossed	 Nutwood	
Common	 on	 the	 way	 to	 Ottoline’s	 Halloween	
party.		
	
	

	
	
																The	Foxes	played	at	fancy	dress,	
															Of	course,	unleashed	another	mess.	
	
			We	not	 only	 took	 their	 treats	 but	 tricked	 them	
as	well	by	squirting	them	with	our	water	pistols.	
Unfortunately,	 they	 could	 not	 take	 a	 joke	 and	
without	us	knowing,	Rupert	dressed	up	as	a	ghost	
and	 carried	 a	 basket	 of	 goodies.	 We	 chased	 him	
but	when	he	took	off	his	costume	and	we	realised	
who	it	was,	we	were	surprised	as	we	had	robbed	
him	 before	 when	 he	 had	 been	 dressed	 as	 a	
wizard.	 Suddenly,	 all	 the	 guests	 we	 had	 robbed	
surrounded	 us	 and	 water-bombed	 us	 with	
balloons	full	of	water.		
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											The	chums	were	having	none	of	that,	
											They	water-bombed	the	Foxes	–	splat!	
	
			We	ran	away	but	ended	up	in	a	muddy	pond.	We	
ended	up	colder	and	wetter	than	any	of	them	had	
from	 our	 water	 pistols.	 Rupert	 suggested	 we	
dried	off	 at	Ottoline’s	 house	 and	on	 the	way,	we	
retrieved	 all	 the	 stolen	 goods	 which	 we	 had	
hidden.	Mrs	Otter	found	us	dressing	gowns	while	
our	clothes	dried	off	in	front	of	a	fire	and	we	had	
lots	of	fun	apple	bobbing,	eating	toffee	apples	and	
catching	 marshmallows	 in	 our	 mouths	 which	
were	hanging	from	the	ceiling.	
			One	 of	 our	 best	 pranks	 was	 when	 we	 found	 a	
small	 meteorite	 on	 Nutwood	 Common	 (Rupert	
and	 the	 Shooting	 Star	 SE16).	 We	 realised	 it	 was	
magnetic	 and	we	had	 tremendous	 fun	with	 it	 by	
making	Willie	Mouse	crash	into	a	pillar	box	while	
on	 his	 roller	 skates	 and	 making	 PC	 Growler’s	
bicycle	fall	over	when	it	was	propped	by	a	lamp-
post.	However,	Rupert	spoilt	our	fun	by	realising	
that	we	were	responsible	by	getting	near	us	with	
a	small	sack	which	was	full	of	tin	cans	that	he	had	
threaded	 together,	 and	 they	 all	 came	 clattering	
along	the	pavement	toward	us	like	a	giant	snake.	
We	tried	to	run	away	but	became	tangled	up	and	
went	 sprawling	 onto	 the	 ground.	 PC	 Growler	
appeared	 and	 instead	 of	 arresting	 Rupert	 for	
causing	 us	 to	 fall	 over,	 he	 suggested	 that	 our	
meteorite	 was	 given	 to	 Nutchester	 Museum.	 He	
said	 that	 there	would	be	 a	note	 stating	who	had	
found	it,	so	we	thought	we	might	become	famous.	
However,	the	police	constable	said	that	we	would	
more	 likely	 be	 	 ‘infamous’.	 That	 probably	 means	
‘really	 famous’	 as	 ‘incredible’	 	 means	 ‘wonderful	
and	unbelievable’.	

			Another	 time	 that	 involved	 outer	 space	 was	
when	 we	 pretended	 to	 be	 galactic	 invaders	
(Rupert	 and	 the	 Spaceship	 JH62).	 We	 flattened	 a	
circle	 of	 grass	 on	 Nutwood	 Common	 to	 make	 it	
look	 like	a	 spaceship	had	 landed	and	dressed	up	
in	silver	costumes	to	make	us	look	like	spacemen.	
When	 Gregory	 Guinea-pig	 and	 Rupert	 appeared	
to	 look	at	 the	 flattened	grass,	we	appeared	 from	
out	 of	 the	 bushes	 and	 frightened	 them	 by	
pretending	 that	 we	 had	 come	 to	 conquer	
Nutwood.	
			However,	 we	 both	 fell	 over	 and	 our	 cardboard	
helmets	 came	off.	 Rupert	 thought	 it	was	 a	 really	
good	 joke	 and	 admitted	 that	 he	 had	 thought	 we	
really	 were	 spacemen.	 Gregory	 had	 disappeared	
but	returned	to	say	that	he	had	found	a	real	flying	
saucer.	 We	 had	 not	 made	 one,	 so	 we	 went	 to	
investigate	 with	 Rupert	 and	 there	 was	 a	 tiny	
flying	saucer	on	the	ground.	We	thought	 it	was	a	
toy,	 but	 it	 was	 too	 heavy	 to	 lift.	 Then	 a	 strange	
humming	noise	began,	and	a	dazzling	purple	light	
appeared	 and	 the	 four	 of	 us	 had	 shrunk	 in	 size	
and	 three	 real	 spacemen	 emerged	 from	 the	
spacecraft.	 We	 all	 ran	 away	 but	 Gregory	 tripped	
and	I	(Ferdy)	stopped	to	help	him	up.	Rupert	and	
Freddy	hid	in	a	hole	at	the	bottom	of	a	hollow	tree	
while	we	were	marched	away.	
	

	
		
															It	started	as	a	spiffing	wheeze,	
														But	Spacemen	two	of	them	did	seize.	
	
			Rupert	 said	 to	 me	 (Freddy)	 that	 we	 should	
follow	them	to	see	if	we	could	rescue	them	but	as	
soon	 as	 we	 entered	 the	 spaceship,	 the	 ramp	
swung	 upwards	 and	 we	 were	 trapped	 inside.	
Fortunately,	the	spacemen	were	friendly	and	had	
become	lost	as	a	celestial	storm	had	blown	them	
off		course		and		damaged		their		compass.			Rupert		
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thought	the	Old	Professor	might	be	able	to	help	so	
he	 guided	 the	 captain	 to	 the	 Professor’s	 tower.	
Bodkin	and	 the	Professor	were	astonished	when	
the	 spaceship	 flew	 in	 through	 an	 open	 window	
and	 landed	on	 the	desk	 of	 the	Professor’s	 study.	
They	were	even	more	amazed	when	we	all	came	
out	and	 the	Professor	needed	a	magnifying	glass	
to	look	at	all	of	us.	The	Professor	was	glad	to	help,	
and	he	and	his	toolkit	had	to	be	shrunk	in	size	so	
that	he	could	enter	the	craft	and	fix	the	compass.	
We	were	then	returned	to	our	correct	size	and	the	
spaceship	 flew	 away.	 Ferdy	 and	 I	 realised	 that	
playing	 at	 spacemen	 was	 nowhere	 near	 as	

exciting	as	flying	in	a	real	spaceship	and	meeting	
real	spacemen.		
			We	love	being	pranksters	although	we	often	end	
up	 being	 victims	 of	 our	 own	 pranks.	 Rupert	
usually	gets	involved	even	when	he	is	not	a	victim	
of	our	tricks	and	he	treats	us	kindly	and	puts	in	a	
good	 word	 with	 our	 victims.	 We	 have	 good	
intentions,	 but	 they	are	 always	 short-lived	when	
we	think	of	a	new	trick	or	spot	an	opportunity	for	
a	jolly	jape.			
	

Mike	Williams	
	

	
	

	Ephemera	Corner			
	

																																	Rupert	Shows	in	London	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
			The	Ephemera	Archive	Elf	

	

We	 feature	 here	 two	 posters	 for	 Rupert	 shows	 that	
appeared	 in	 London	 in	 the	 1970’s.	 	 One	 is	 for	 ‘The	
Rupert	 Show’	 which	 appeared	 in	 the	 summer	 of	 1972	
and	featured	a	story	Rupert	and	the	Fiddle,	and	the	other	
is	 for	 a	 Rupert	 Pantomime	 (based	 on	 the	 Bestall	 story		
Rupert	and	the	Paper-fall).			
	

Both	were	produced	by	Ken	Martyne		and	the	photo-call	
picture	which	featured	in	the	summer	show	programme	
would	 indicate	the	productions	were	 something	similar	
to	those	we	feature	at	our	Annual	Meetings.	
It	 must	 be	 said	 that	 the	 heads	 and	 costumes	 for	 our	
shows	are	probably	more	realistic.	
	

There	is	an	invitation	on	the	booking	form	
for	the	Summer	Show	for	mothers	to	leave	
their	 children	 with	 chaperons	 while	 they	
are	 in	 the	 theatre	 so	 they	 can	 ‘spend	 an	
hour	 and	 three	 quarters	 peaceful	
shopping’!	
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The	First	Rupert	Scarf?	
	
There	have	been	many	yellow	and	black	checked	Rupert	scarves	
sold	 over	 the	 years	 and	 we,	 the	 Followers,	 have	 given	 every	
member	one.		

			While	pondering	when	the	first	one	made	
its	 appearance,	 this	 item	popped	up	 in	 the	
Freddie	 Chaplain	 Archive.	 In	 a	 glassine	
envelope,	 this	 Rupert	 scarf	 is	 made	 from	
the	finest	lambswool	and	has	a	little	sticker	
in	the	corner	stating	it	is	 ‘Presented	by	the	
Daily	Express	to	mark	the	50th	Anniversary	
of	Rupert	Bear’.	
Included	 was	 a	 sheet	 of	 paper	

advertising	 the	 1970	 Rupert	 Annual	 and	 on	 the	 rear	was	 a	
printed	note	outlining	Rupert’s	history.	
			This	is	believed	to	be	the	first	official	Rupert	scarf	produced	
commercially	 and	 was	 available	 from	 December	 1970.		
According	 to	 official	 Daily	 Express	 records	 it	 was	 priced	 at	
13/-	(62.5p)	and	4,800	were	manufactured.			
			The	fact	that	the	sticker	states	it	was	‘Presented’	makes	one	
wonder	to	whom	and	for	what	reason,	unless	all	4800	carried	
the	same	note.	The	included	packaging	gives	a	brief	history	of	
Rupert	and	also	encourages	the	purchase	of	the	New	Rupert	
Annual.		
	
Those	were	the	days,	when	promoting	Rupert	was	something	
that	was	actively	done!		
	

	
A	friend	was	recently	in	the	workshop/studios	of	Fine	Art	
Glazing	 at	 King’s	 Heath,	 Birmingham,	 where	 she	 was	
astonished	 to	 see	 a	 pair	 of	 stained-glass	 windows	
incorporating	images	of	Rupert	and	Bill	Badger.	
			It	 turned	 out	 that	 the	 artist/owner,	 Primo	 Antoniazzi,	
took	an	order	some	time	ago	for	a	piece	 incorporating	a	
small	 Rupert	 figure,	 and	decided	 to	 create	 the	windows	
you	 see	 here	 for	 his	 own	workshop.	 These	 are	 the	 only	
two	 of	 this	 size	 in	 existence,	 and	 the	 only	 one	 of	 Bill	
Badger.	
			Primo	is	happy	to	take	further	commissions	–	he	may	be	
contacted	at	primotv3@googlemail.com		or		
South	Rd,	King’s	Heath,	Birmingham	B14	7RX		
(Tel:	0121	444	7387;	Mobile:	07742	043528)	

	
																																																																																					Mike	Goldstein	

			
Now	here’s	something	some	of	you	may		
													wish	to	think	about	commissioning:	
	

Rupert	and	Bill	in	stained-glass	
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He	crops	up	here,	he	crops	up	there,	that	Rupert	crops	up	everywhere!	
	
Unlikely	Lads	...	featuring	a	very	likely	little	bear	
	
“It	was	the	most	important	seven	minutes	we	ever	wrote”	
said	Dick	Clement	of	a	seven	minute	sketch	he	co-wrote	with		
Ian	La	Frenais	for	a	Christmas	Variety	Show.			

	
	
	
Apparently	the	BBC	was	not	much	
impressed	with	the	Likely	Lads	
series,	until	the	seven-minute	
sketch	aired	–	which	featured	
Rupert	Bear!	
	
	
	

Taken	from	report	by	Christopher	Stevens	that	appeared	in	the	
Daily	Mail	Weekend	Magazine	on	20th	April	2019		
	

	
	
	
	
													...	and	we	were	delighted	to	see	Rupert	in	the	Express	is	
													very	much	appreciated	by	Mr	Turnbull	from	Bedlington.			
	
	
	
This	letter	(right)	appeared	in	the	Daily	Express	on	Monday	3rd	June	2019	

	

And	proving	once	again	that	Rupert	is	still	alive	in	the	minds	of	many	folk,	Valerie	Haworth	advised	
us	 that	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	March,	 Rupert	 cropped	 up	 on	Michael	 Ball’s	 Radio	 2	 ‘Sunday	 Brunch’	
Show.		Valerie	reports	that	a	‘phone-in’	competition	competitor	was	on	maternity	leave,	having	had	a	
baby	–	called	Rupert.	
	
																		cue:		“After	Rupert	the	Bear?	Does	that	mean	you’re	going	to	dress	him	in		
																																																																																																																	yellow	checked	trousers		...?”	
	
This	glaring	error	prompted	Valerie	to	write	in,	enclosing	a	‘Rupert	in	the	Treetops’	postcard,	saying	
how	much	she	loves	his	show	but	...	
	
																					‘Please	of	inaccuracies	beware,	
																					There	is	no	‘the’	in	RUPERT	BEAR”	
	
We	don’t	know	whether	that	merited	a	mention	on	his	next		
week’s	edition.	
		
Valerie	also	unearthed	an	indirect	Ruperty	connection	in	the		
Daily	Telegraph	crossword:	‘Art	from	the	East	that’s	seen	in		
paper’				Answer:	Origami.	
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Rupert	the	Fashion	Icon		
	
	
We	never	doubted	it	for	a	moment	but	here’s	confirmation	
that	Rupert	is	firmly	established	as	a	fashion	icon.	
	
This	was	spotted	in	the	Guardian	on	3	May	2019:		
Jess	Cartner-Morley	on		
					‘How	to	wear	Rupert	Bear	trousers’		(right)	
	
	
A	bit	of	digging	then	revealed	that	in	fact	Ms	
Cartner-Morley	is	far	from	the	first	to	
recognise	the	importance	of	the	check	trouser:	
	
On	13	November	2017,	Blogger	Hattie	West	
posted	‘Rupert	Bear	the	Style	Icon’.		

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
Yet	further	digging	unearthed	a	picture	of	
actor	Idris	Elba	at	GC	Men	of	the	Year	
Awards	2012,	and	reported	in	the	Daily	
Mail	on	17	January	2013	(right)	as	being	
influenced	by	Rupert’s	attire	and	winning	
the	Lacoste	‘Unconventional	Chic’	award!	
	
	
	

So	come	on,	you	licence	holders.	How	much	more	evidence	do	
you	need?:				Rupert	is	popular.		Let’s	have	something	from	you	
to	raise	Rupert’s	profile.	
	
(the	Editorial	Team	will	overlook	the	references	to		
		‘teddy	bear’	and	‘cartoon	bear’)	

Hattie	West		
wears	Rupert 
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North	West	Group	Meeting		–	31st	March	2019	
	
As	it	was	Mothering	Sunday,	some	of	us	held	our	
breath	as	we	drove	up	the	road	to	Shirley's	house,	
wondering	 if	 we	 should	 find	 parking	
space.		Happily	we	all	did,	and	Shirley	managed	to	
squeeze	all	10	of	us	 into	her	Rupert	Room	which	
is	 beginning	 to	 feel	 like	 a	 Tardis	 ('Bigger	 on	 the	
inside...').	 Valerie	was	back	but	 Janet,	one	 	of	 our	
newest	members,	could	not	come.	
	

	
This	 time	 last	 year	 Shirley	 had	 delighted	 us	 by	
bringing	 out	 some	 of	 the	 lovingly-produced	
albums	 full	 of	 images	 of	 things	 in	 her	 collection,	
which	many	 of	 you	inspected	 	at	 the	 AGM	 a	 few	
years	ago.	Over	the	past	few	months	she	has	been	
hard	 at	 work	 again,	 spending	 a	 huge	 amount	 of	
time	 producing	 thick	 ring-binder	 albums	 	full	
of	images,	 on	 a	 decade-by-decade		basis,	 of	
hundreds	 of	 items	 of	 Rupert	 merchandise	 and	
advertising	 'puffs'	 –	 from	 the	Annuals	 and	books	
to	clothing,	toys,	models,	prints,	woodwork,	china,	
thimbles	 and	 everything	 in	 between.		 We	 were	
surprised			at			some		of			the		subtle		variations			in	

design	and	colour	which	we	hadn't	noticed	before	
and	by	 	some	of	 the	 items	 themselves	which	had	
managed	to	'slip	under	our	radar'.		Shirley	will	be	
bringing	 the	 binders	 to	 Warwick	 this	 year	 for	
your	 interest	 and	 enjoyment	 and	 we	 expect	 to	
hear	'if	only...'	many	times.	
			Later,	 she	 brought	 out	 her	 huge	 cork	 display	
board	 on	 which	 were	 mounted	 hundreds	
of		 badges,	 from	 the	 first	 tiny	 metal	 Police	
Federation	'tie-tacks'	to	the	later	commercial	pins	
and	 brooches,	 and	 the	 charity	 and	 other	 ones	 in	
various	 materials	 –	 including	 our	 own	 tin	 AGM	
celebrations.		 With	 them	 all	 together,	 	minor	
differences	in	colour-ways		were	not	immediately	
noticeable	 and	 some	 are	 far	 from	 obvious	 even	
close-up.		 There	was	 some	 head-scratching	 as	 to	
whether	 some	 of	 us	 had	 acquired	 a	 particular	
issue,	 and	 dating	 some	 of	 the	 Police	 Federation	
ones	 may	 require	 some	 homework	 –	 and	
reference	 to	 some	 back-numbers	 of	 the	
Newsletter.		
			After	we	had	been	royally	'fed	and	watered'	Eric	
produced	two	non-Ruperty	quizzes	concocted	by	
the	 Green	 family	 which,	 once	 again,	 produced	
some	cries	of	'too	hard'	–	so	for	the	next	meeting	
Tigerlily	 has	 promised	 one	 based	 on	 'classic'	
Rupert	 stories	 (which	will,	 no	 doubt,	 generate	 a	
debate	of	what	constitutes	a	classic..!)	
			Our	 venue	 is	 in	 Blackburn.	 We	 shall,	 as	 usual,	
meet	 in	 Autumn	 on	 the	 day	 after	 the	 clocks	 go	
back.	 If		 you	 have	 not	 been	 before	 and	 would	
like	to	 join	us	please	 telephone	 Shirley	Green	on	
01254	582034	for	more	information.	

Tigerlily	
	

	

Putting	fellow-Followers	in	contact:	
	

Follower	 Maureen	 Olthoff	 may	 not	 be	 able	 to	 attend	 the	 North	 West,	 or	 any	 other	 UK	 regional	
Followers’	meeting.		However,	she	would	love	to	be	in	touch	with	other	Antipodean	members.			
					Maureen	writes:	
In	Nutwood	Newsletter	98	I	was	very	interested	in	the	article	‘Where	are	our	Members?’		
Living	in	Australia,	I	was	interested	in	the	number	of	people	listed	in	Australia	being	10.		It	is	very	likely			
that	we	are	all	spread	across	the	country	which	as	you	realise	is	very	large.	I	thought	however	that	we	
could	correspond	by	email	if	the	others	were	interested.	
I’m	wondering	if	you	would	like	to	put	this	bit	of	information	in	the	Newsletter.	
	My	email	is	brightontutor@bigpond.com		I	live	in	South	Australia.	
	

The	Editorial	Panel	would	love	to	hear	any	news	from	our	members	‘down	under’	
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If	 ‘England	 is	 a	 Nation	 of	 Shopkeepers’	 as	 has	
been	suggested	in	the	past,	then	it	should	come	as	
no	surprise	to	find	Nutwood	and	its	environs	has	
many	shopkeepers;	allowing,	of	course,	that	‘your’	
Nutwood	 is	 situated	 in	 England	 ...	 but	 that’s	
another	topic	...	
			Various	 human	 and	 anthropomorphic	
shopkeepers	 have	 been	 featured	 throughout	 the	
history	 of	Rupert,	 and	 the	 following	 is	 a	 view	 of	
some	of	 the	wide	variety	of	characters	who	have	
appeared.	
			Over	 sixty	 different	 shopkeepers,	 stallholders,	
vendors,	 shop	 assistants,	 etc.,	 have	 found	 their	
way	 into	 Rupert’s	 adventures;	 some	 repeatedly,	
eg	Mr	Chimp,	others	we	meet	only	once.	
We	 do	 not	 always	 get	 to	 learn	 their	 name:	
Shopkeeper,	 Shop	 Assistant,	 Shopman,	 Chemist,	
Clockmaker,	 are	 all	we	 know.	 	 Some,	 though,	 do	
have	 names.	 	 Miss	 Lavender	 runs	 the	 Milliner’s	
shop	in	town	Rupert	and	the	New	Bonnet		(B131),	
she	passes	over	the	bonnet	she	has	made	for	Mrs	
Bear	to	Rupert.		Before	leaving	the	shop,	the	little	
bear	 is	 asked	 to	 put	 on	Mrs	 Bear’s	 new	 bonnet.		
Miss	 Lavender	 views	 the	 bonnet	 on	 Rupert’s	
head,	and	his	pose	causes	the	shoplady	to	exclaim	
“I’m	 so	 pleased”.	 	 The	 journey	 that	 the	 bonnet	
undergoes	 before	 it	 finally	 reaches	 Mrs	 Bear,	
demonstrates	 Alfred	 Bestall’s	 superb	 story	
construction.	
	

	
	

			Many	 years	 earlier,	 Mrs	 Pig	 was	 the	 very	 first	
Shopkeeper/Stallholder,	 in	 Rupert’s	 initial	
adventure	Little	Lost	Bear	(T1).	Mrs	Bear	has	sent	
Rupert	 to	market	 to	buy	apples,	eggs	and	honey.	
As	Mrs	Pig	serves	him	she	says	“All	the	things	we	
buy	today	cost	such	a	 lot	of	money”,	a	statement	
which	still	rings	true	today.	
	

	
	
			Occasionally	we	find	a	Shopkeeper	with	a	name	
suited	 to	 their	 type	 of	 business,	 eg	Mr	 Chop	 the	
Butcher,	Mr	Dough	the	Baker.			
	

	
	

Not	 surprisingly,	 mishaps	 are	 part	 of	 a	
Shopkeeper’s	 life,	 but,	 when	 the	 greengrocer	
Rupert	 and	 the	 Dragon	 Mystery	 (H104/JH8)	 is	

	

Newsletters	Revisited					
																																																																(this	article	first	appeared	in	Nutwood	Newsletter	No.	30,	Winter	1998)	
	

Shopkeepers																																																						Phil	Toze	
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asked	by	Rupert	 if	 the	dragon	 that	 snatched	one	
of	 the	 leeks	 from	 his	 shop	 was	 Pong-Ping’s	
dragon,	 the	 bewildered	 greengrocer	 is	 taken	
aback.		“Just	how	many	dragons	are	there	around	
here?”	 he	 exclaims;	 indicative	 of	 the	 marvellous	
humour	 which	 pervades	 many	 of	 the	 Ian	
Robinson/John	Harrold	stories.	
	

	
	
			The	 Greengrocer	 Rupert	 and	 the	 Magic	 Chalk	
(H193/JH84)	suffers	an	even	worse	mishap.	 	His	
shop	 display	 is	 demolished	 –	 but	 not	 before	 PC	
Growler	 has	 ordered	 the	 Triceratops,	 in	 vain,	 to	
“Halt	in	the	Name	of	the	Law!”	
			In	 the	 course	 of	 his	 adventures,	 Rupert	 sees	
many	types	of	shops.	One	of	the	earliest	buildings,	
where	he	buys	some	cakes,	is	possibly	based	on	a	
Canterbury	 town	 scene	 (T20).	 More	 commonly,	
the	shops	are	of	a	lesser	vintage:	the	Clock	shop	in	
Leaf	 Street	Rupert	and	 the	New	Carol	 (P69),	 and	
the	 village	 shop	Rupert	and	 the	Reminders	 (P50)	
are	examples	of	the	old-type	village	shop.	
	

	
	
			Not	 all	 the	 shops	 are	 small;	 large	 Department	
stores	 are	 depicted	 sometimes.	 Rupert	 and	

‘Rastus	 find	 themselves	 in	 Daisyham	Rupert	 and	
the	 House	 Mouse	 (B197).	 After	 seeing	 a	 Shop	
Assistant,	 they	 get	 locked	 in	 the	 Department	
Store.	 Later,	 the	 two	 pals	 discover	 an	 injured	
Shopkeeper	in	the	adjacent	shop	and	help	him	to	
reach	hospital.	The	grateful	 Shopkeeper	rewards	
them	with	boxes	of	 rare	 lily	bulbs,	which	delight	
the	amazed	Mr	Bear.	
			When	 Mrs	 Bear	 takes	 Rupert	 with	 her	 to	 a	
winter	 sale	 in	 Nutchester,	 he	 meets	 the	
Department	Store	Manager	Rupert	and	the	Winter	
Sale	(B190).	
	

	

	
The	Shopkeepers/Stallholders	do	not	always	play	
a	 prominent	 part	 in	 the	 adventure;	 they	may	be	
busy	 serving	 people	 who	 are	 unconnected	 with	
the	story	line.	
	

	

	
			Rupert,	 certainly,	has	other	 things	on	his	mind,	
as	 he	 arrives	 at	 Cocklemouth	 and	 passes	 the	
station	 kiosk,	 at	 the	 start	 of	 his	 holiday	 Rupert	
and	the	Sea	Queen	(H138/JH29).	
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It	 is	 rare	 that	different	people	 serve	 in	 the	 same	
shop	 in	 one	 story,	 but	 in	 Rupert	 and	 Miss	
Samantha	 (P59),	Margot	and	Rupert	 first	see	 the	
shop	assistant,	then	Rupert	accompanies	Bill,	and	
the	Shopkeeper	assists	them.	
			In	 one	 adventure	 Rupert	 and	 Bill	 Keep	 Shop	
(T33),	 Rupert	 and	 Bill	 discover	 the	 ‘delights’	 of	
being	 a	 Shopkeeper,	 when	 Bill’s	 Aunt	 is	 ill.	 The	
ensuing	 adventure	 contains	 some	 marvellous	
scenes,	as	the	pair	serve	their	customers.	
			Mr	 Chimp	 has	 been	 an	 inhabitant	 of	 Nutwood	
for	 many	 years.	 A	 Mr	 Chimp	 first	 appeared	
Rupert’s	Picnic	Party	(T38)	as	a	Dentist	–	brother,	
perhaps,	 of	 the	 long-serving	 Mr	 Chimp	 the	
Shopkeeper.	
			Mr	Chimp	features	as	a	Greengrocer	Rupert	and	
the	Dragon	Box	(P47),	and	again	in	Rupert	and	the	
Dragon	 Dance	 (H183/JH74)	 as	 a	 Grocer.	 	 Here,	
most	 unusually,	 we	 view	 the	 shop	 scene	 from	
behind	 Mr	 Chimps	 shoulder,	 as	 if	 we	 were	 the	
Shopkeeper	 –	 a	 marvellous	 picture,	 full	 of	
interest,	from	John	Harrold.	
	
	

	
	

Now,	another	generation	of	the	chimp	family	is	in	
the	 Shop	 keeping	 trade	 Rupert	 and	 the	 Twilight	
Fan	 (H148/JH39);	we	may	 rest	 assured	 that	 the	
shops	of	Nutwood	will	long	remain	open.		
	

	
	
			Maybe	 we	 can	 look	 forward	 to	 new	 shops	
appearing;	perhaps	an	umbrella	shop	frequented	
by	the	Sage	of	Um!	
	

Phil	Toze	
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Rupert	and	the	Art	Show	(an	Autumn	Story)	
	
...	a	story	that	never	appeared	in	print	
	
When	 Pedigree	 were	 producing	 the	 Rupert	
Annual,	 Jerry	 Reynolds	 offered	 to	 subsidise	 the	
daily	 strip,	 which	 Ian	 would	 write	 and	 John	
Harrold	 would	 illustrate,	 if	 the	 Express	 would	
also	 publish	 a	 strip	 featuring	 the	 adventures	 of	
Pedigree’s	 Sindy,	 also	 to	 be	 written	 and	
illustrated	 by	 Ian	 and	 John.	 	 However	 this	
proposal	 was	 turned	 down	 by	 the	 Express,	 and	
John	advises	me	 that	 it	would	have	been	quite	 a	
strain	 and	 pretty	 unfeasible	 to	 produce	 both	
strips	anyway.			
			For	Rupert	though	it	would	have	been	a	win-win	
situation	because	at	no	cost	 to	 the	Express	 there	
would	be	new	stories	published	in	the	daily	paper	
and	then	there	would	be	a	store	of	all	new	stories	
featuring	in	future	Rupert	Annuals.	
			When	 the	Express	sold	 the	Rupert	copyright	 to	
Entertainment	 Rights,	 the	 production	 of	 new	
stories	 for	 the	 daily	 paper	 ceased	 as	 the	 Rupert	
Annual	 production	 was	 then	 contracted	 to	
Egmont	 who	 had	 their	 own	 ideas	 of	 how	 the	
Rupert	Annual	should	be	produced.				

They	eventually	changed	the	artist	to	produce	any	
new	 stories,	 and	 Stuart	 Trotter	 is	 now	
responsible	for	one	new	story	per	Rupert	Annual	
plus	cover	illustration	and	other	internal	artwork.		
			John	 Harrold	 had	 already	 penned	 some	 future	
new	 stories	 and	 produced	 some	 frames	 in	 a	 bid	
for	 the	 contract	 for	 the	 second	 Rupert	 Annual	
published	 by	 Egmont.	 	 Anyway	 the	 contract	
ceased,	 and	 ‘Rupert	 and	 the	 Art	 Show’	 was	 one	
story	that	was	in	the	early	process	of	production.		
It	was	 to	 have	 had	 34	 episodes	 and	would	 have	
introduced	 a	 new	 character,	 Edward’s	 cousin	
Edwina.			
			We	 produce	 here	 John’s	 original	 ‘Art	 Show’	
storyboard	 plus	 some	 early	 incomplete	 episodes	
to	 give	 you	 a	 flavour	of	what	might	have	been	 –	
and	to	let	you	meet	Edwina.	
			My	thanks	to	John	Harrold	for	letting	Followers	
share	these	items.			

John	Beck	

	
	

	
	
1. Rupert	 is	 strolling	 through	

Nutwood	 village.	 He	 sees	
people,	 including	 chums,	
grouped	 round	 a	 poster	
advertising	 a	 forthcoming	 art	
show	 in	 the	 village	 hall	 and	
inviting	 people	 to	 submit	 a	
work	 of	 some	 description.	 The	
paintings	 will	 be	 judged	 by	 a	
well-known	 artist,	 and	 a	 prize	
will	be	awarded	for	originality.	
	
	

2. Willie	 and	 Tigerlily	 both	
declare	 their	 intention	 to	enter	
something	 for	 the	 show.	 “Are	
you	 going	 to	 do	 a	 picture,	
Rupert?”	 “I	 don’t	 think	 so;	 I	
can’t	draw	for	nuts!”	he	 laughs,	
setting	off	again.		
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3. Crossing	the	common,	he	spies	
two	figures	approaching.	One	is	
his	 chum,	 Edward	 Trunk,	 but	
Rupert	 does	 not	 recognise	 the	
other.	As	they	near,	he	sees	it’s	
another	 elephant.	 “Hello,	
Rupert,”	 cries	 Edward,	 “Meet	
my	cousin,	Edwina!	She’s	come	
to	 stay	 for	 a	 few	 weeks.”	
(Edwina	 is	 artistic	 and	
flamboyant,	 draped	 in	 a	
Pashmina	 shawl	 and	 a	 long	
flowing	skirt)		

	
4. Edward	 has	 been	 showing	

Edwina	 round	 Nutwood	 and	
they’re	 on	 their	way	home.	He	
invites	 Rupert	 to	 come	 back	
with	 them	 for	 tea.	 As	 they	
approach	 the	 house,	 Edward	
explains	 that	 Edwina	 is	 very	
artistic	 and	 creative	 and	 has	
made	 a	 lovely	 picture	 for	Mrs.	
Trunk.	

	
5. Inside,	 as	 Mrs.	 Trunk	 fusses	

around	 preparing	 tea,	 Edward	
shows	 Rupert	 Edwina’s	
artwork,	which	is	sitting	on	the	
couch.	 It’s	 a	 framed	 picture	
with	 various	 objects:	 paper,	
leaves,	 pieces	 of	 cardboard	
glued	 to	 the	 surface.	 “Why,	 it’s	
lovely,”	 exclaims	 Rupert,	 “I’ve	
never	 seen	 anything	 like	 that	
before!”	 “It’s	 a	 collage,”	
explains	Edwina,	“I	made	it	out	
of	 various	 items	 I	 found	 –	
sometimes	things	which	people	
have	thrown	away.”		

	
6. As	Mrs.	Trunk	holds	the	picture	

against	 the	 wall	 to	 find	 the	
perfect	 spot	 to	 hang	 it,	 Rupert	
suddenly	 remembers	 the	 art	
show	 poster	 and	 tells	 Edwina	
about	 the	 event.	 “Why	 don’t	
you	submit	a	collage?	There’s	a	
prize	for	the	best	work.”		“What	
a	 wonderful	 idea,”	 she	
exclaims,	 “I	 shall	 start	
straightaway;	and	you	can	both	
help	me	find	objects	for	it!”		
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7. After	tea,	the	three	chums	set	out	in	search	of	
elements	 for	 the	 collage,	 Edwina	 clutching	 a	
wicker	 basket,	 the	 other	 two	 displaying	 less	
enthusiasm.	 She	 gesticulates	 excitedly,	 the	
fringes	of	her	Pashmina	swirling	around	her,	
“This	will	be	my	finest	achievement!”	Shortly	
after,	 she	 comes	 across	 a	 beautiful	 golden	
autumn	leaf	and	picks	it	up	and	puts	it	in	her	
basket.		

	
8. She	 next	 finds	 a	 broken	 branch	 with	 an	

interesting	 shape.	 “Oh,	 how	 exquisite!”	 Then	
further	 on	 she	 spies	 something	 glinting	
among	the	fallen	leaves.	

	
9. She	 picks	 it	 up;	 it’s	 a	 strangely-shaped	 metal	

object.	 Rupert	 and	 Edward	 look	 at	 it	 closely.	
“Wonderful,”	she	cries,	“This	will	be	the	centre-
piece	 of	 my	 composition!	 I	 think	 I	 now	 have	
enough	 items.”	 She	 pops	 the	 object	 into	 her	
basket	and	the	friends	set	off	for	chez	Trunk.		

	
10. At	 Edward’s,	 Edwina	 lays	 out	 her	 finds	 on	 a	

table,	extracts	a	large	sheet	of	paper	from	her	
folio	 along	 with	 various	 tickets,	 labels	 and	
magazine	 cuttings	 which	 she	 collects	 for	
making	her	collages.	“And	now	to	work!”		

	
11. Rupert	 decides	 to	 take	 his	 leave	 and	 wishes	

Edwina	 good	 luck.	 “I’ll	 show	 you	my	 picture	
when	 it’s	 finished!”	 she	 cries,	 as	 he	 goes	 out	
the	 door.	 At	 home,	 Rupert	 tells	 his	 parents	
about	 Edwina	 and	 her	 collage.	 “We	must	 go	
and	see	it	when	it’s	on	display,”	declares	Mrs.	
Bear.	
	

12. A	day	or	two	later,	 just	as	Rupert	 is	 finishing	
breakfast,	 there	 is	 a	 knock	 at	 the	 door.	 It’s	
Edward	and	Edwina,	who	is	proudly	clutching	
her	newly-finished	collage.	 “We’re	on	or	way	
to	 hand	 it	 in!”	 she	 says,	 holding	 it	 up	 for	
Rupert	and	Mrs.	Bear	 to	admire.	 “It’s	 lovely,”	
declares	Mrs.	 Bear,	 “I’m	 sure	 you’ll	 win	 first	
prize!”	

	
13. Why	 don’t	 you	 come	 with	 us,	 Rupert?”	 asks	

Edwina.	Rupert	puts	on	his	scarf	and	sets	off	
with	 his	 friends	 to	 the	 village	 hall.	 As	 they	
arrive,	 they	 can	 see	 others	 approaching	 the	
building,	 also	 carrying	 pictures	 of	 various	
descriptions.	

14. Willie	 is	 there,	 with	 a	 landscape	 he’s	 done,	
and	 Tigerlily,	 who	 has	 produced	 a	 lovely	
Chinese	ink	drawing	of	herons.	Edwina	hands	
in	her	collage.	“You	must	come	to	the	opening,	
Rupert,”	she	insists.	

	
15. A	week	or	so	later,	a	letter	arrives	for	Rupert:	

it’s	 an	 invitation	 from	 Edwina	 to	 attend	 the	
grand	 opening,	 along	 with	 his	 parents.	 Mr.	
and	Mrs.	Bear	promise	they’ll	come.	
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16. On	the	opening	day	of	the	art	show,	the	Bear	
family	set	off	for	the	village	hall,	Mr.	and	Mrs.	
Bear	dressed	up	to	the	nines.	The	village	hall	
is	crowded;	all	Nutwood	appears	to	be	there.	
Inside,	 the	 hall	 is	 lined	 with	 paintings	 and	
sculptures,	and	a	very	eminent,	self-important	
artist,	 sporting	 a	 large,	 floppy	 bow-tie,	 is	
conversing	 with	 people	 and	 discussing	 the	
works.	

	
17. The	Bears	admire	the	various	entries.	Edwina	

runs	 up	 to	 them	 and	 escorts	 them	 to	 where	
her	 collage	 is	 displayed.	 “It	 looks	wonderful,	
Edwina!”	they	exclaim,	“It’s	bound	to	win	first	
prize!”	

	
18. 	Having	 examined	 everything	 and	 expressed	

their	 admiration,	 the	 Bears	 set	 off	 home.	 As	
they	 enter	 their	 garden,	 Mr.	 Bear	 comments	
on	how	clear	the	weather	is:	normally,	at	this	
time	of	year,	there	is	a	fine	mist	in	the	air.	

	
19. Next	 day	Rupert	 sets	 out	 to	 visit	 Bill,	 but,	 as	

he	cuts	across	the	common,	he	hears	cries	and	
grunts	 from	 a	 nearby	 thicket:	 two	 or	 three	
Autumn	Elves,	supervised	by	their	leader,	are	
struggling	with	something	on	the	ground.	

	

20. As	Rupert	 approaches,	he	 sees	 that	 the	elves	
are	 attempting	 to	 loosen	 the	 lid	 of	 a	 short	
chimney,	 which	 is	 concealed	 in	 the	
undergrowth.	 “What	 is	 the	 problem?”	 he	
enquires.	 The	 chief	 elf	 explains	 that	 it’s	 the	
time	of	year	to	release	the	autumn	mists	from	
their	 underground	 factories,	 but	 they	 cannot	
remove	 the	 caps	 from	 their	 chimneys.	 They	
have	 been	 struggling	 with	 various	 spanners	
and	pliers,	but	with	no	result.	

	
	

21. He	 shows	 Rupert	 other	 similar	 chimneys	
nearby,	which	are	also	tight	shut,	“If	we	can’t	
open	the	chimneys	soon,	it’ll	be	too	late.	Since	
losing	our	spanner,	we’ve	 tried	every	means,	
but	 nothing	 will	 undo	 the	 nuts!	 Our	 team	
went	 out	 recently	 to	 open	 the	 chimneys,	 but	
managed	 to	 lose	 their	 special	 spanner	 in	 the	
long	 grass,	 and	 it	 hasn’t	 been	 seen	 since.	 It’s	
the	 only	 one	 which	 is	 the	 exact	 size	 for	 the	
nuts.”	

	
22. Rupert	 looks	 more	 closely	 at	 the	 peculiar	

shape	 of	 the	 nut	 on	 the	 chimney	 lid,	 then	
recalls	 Edwina	 picking	 up	 the	 strange	 metal	
object	(flash-back?).	He	turns	to	the	Chief	Elf,	
“I	 think	 I	 know	 where	 your	 spanner	 is!”	 he	
cries,	turning	away,	“I’ll	be	back	shortly!”		The	
Chief	Elf	gazes	after	him	in	astonishment.	

	
23. Rupert	 sets	 off	 at	 full	 speed	 for	 Edward’s	

house,	 but,	 en	 route,	 he	 encounters	 Edward	
returning	from	the	village,	devouring	a	bag	of	
sticky	 buns.	 “Come	 with	 me,	 Edward,”	 he	
cries,”	there’s	an	emergency!”	

	
24. 	“Wait,	just	let	me	finish	this	last	bun!”	pleads	

Edward,	 taking	 a	 bite	 out	 of	 it.	 “There’s	 no	
time,”	 cries	 Rupert,	 seizing	 his	 friend’s	 arm	
and	 hurrying	 him	 in	 the	 direction	 of	 the	
village.	As	they	run	along,	Rupert	explains	the	
Elves’	 predicament,	 and	 how	 he	 believes	 the	
missing	 spanner	 is	 the	 centre-piece	 of	
Edwina’s	 collage,	 “We	 must	 get	 it	 back,	 one	
way	or	another!”	(perhaps	the	village	hall	is	in	
the	distance	here?)	

	
25. At	 the	 village	 hall,	 an	 elderly	 lady	 sits	 at	 a	

front	 desk,	 keeping	 an	 eye	 on	 the	 exhibits.	
They	pass	before	her,	smiling	uneasily.	“Enjoy	
the	exhibition!”	she	says.	On	the	far	wall,	they	
can	see	Edwina’s	picture.	A	handful	of	people	
are	 admiring	 the	 various	 works	 and	
discussing	them.	

	
26. The	 two	 chums	 walk	 over	 to	 the	 collage,	

trying	 to	appear	as	 interested	and	relaxed	as	
possible.	Rupert	 looks	 round	and	notices	 the	
lady	 is	 in	 conversation	with	a	visitor,	 “Now’s	
our	chance!”	he	whispers.	
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27. Edward	keeps	watch	as	Rupert	carefully	eases	
the	 spanner	 off	 the	 collage.	 Then	 Rupert	
sticks	it	up	his	jumper,	“Whew!”	

	
	
	
28. They’re	on	the	point	of	 leaving,	when	Rupert	

realises	 there’s	 now	 a	 large	 space	 in	 the	
centre	 of	 Edwina’s	 composition,	 “Everyone	
will	 notice	 something’s	 missing;	 we	 can’t	
leave	 it	 like	 that!”	 With	 sudden	 inspiration,	
Edward	 slaps	 his	 sticky	 bun	 –	with	 one	 bite	
out	of	it	–	into	the	vacant	space.	

	
29. They	turn	round	to	find	the	lady	nearby,	eying	

them	 suspiciously/or,	 she	 could	 comment	
“You	seem	to	admire	that	collage	especially.	I	
think	it	might	well	win	first	prize!”	They	both	
smile	 weakly,	 Rupert	 struggling	 to	 keep	 the	
spanner	 from	slipping	 from	under	his	 jersey.	
They	depart	as	hastily	as	they	can.	

	
	
	

30. Once	outside,	 they	hare	back	to	the	common,	
where	 the	 elves	 are	 still	 grappling	 with	 the	
lids.	 Rupert	 triumphantly	 brandishes	 the	
spanner	as	he	approaches.	The	Chief	Elf	grins	
with	relief.	

	
31. The	elves	use	the	spanner	to	open	the	first	lid	

(we	 see	 in	 close-up	 how	 the	 spanner	 perfectly	
fits	 the	 nut).	 The	 autumn	 mist	 flows	 out.	
General	relief!	

	
32. The	 elves	 go	 round	 the	 other	 chimneys	with	

the	 spanner,	 and	 soon	 columns	 of	 mist	 are	
seen	ascending	in	the	afternoon	air.	The	Chief	
Elf	 thanks	 Rupert,	 “Our	 problems	 are	 over	
now!”	 “But	 ours	 aren’t!”	 whispers	 Rupert	 to	
Edward,	as	they	set	off	home,	“Whatever	shall	
we	 say	 to	 Edwina?”	 “Perhaps	 she	 won’t	
notice,”	 suggests	 Edward,	 looking	 less	 than	
convinced.	
	

33. A	 week	 has	 elapsed;	 it’s	 the	 last	 day	 of	 the	
exhibition	 and	 the	 first	 prize	 will	 be	
announced	 this	 afternoon.	 Edwina,	 Rupert	
and	 Edward	 are	 heading	 towards	 the	 village	
hall.	 “I	 simply	 adore	 this	 misty	 weather,”	
declares	 Edwina,	 “It’s	 so	 romantic!”	 In	 the	
hall,	 the	 entire	 village	 has	 gathered	 to	 hear	
the	result	announced.	

	
34. The	 eminent	 artist	 announces	 loudly,	 “First	

prize	 goes	 to	 Edwina	 Trunk	 for	 her	 daring	
and	 inventive	 collage!”	 Edwina,	 standing	
before	 her	 work	 and	 clutching	 her	 prize,	
suddenly	notices	 the	substitution.	She	does	a	
double-take,	 and	 as	 her	 jaw	 drops	 and	 her	
eyes	 pop,	 Rupert	 and	 Edward	 smile	
secretively	at	each	other.	

	

																																								End	
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The	Editorial	Team	was	delighted	to	receive	this	
letter	from	a	new	member	of	the	Followers.			
	
Greetings	 to	 you	 all	 at	 The	 Followers	 of	 Rupert,	
which	I	joined	recently.		
			I'm	 attaching	 one	 of	 my	 own	 Rupert	 paintings	
which	 is	 A3	 in	 size	 (420mm	 x	 297mm).	 I	 have	
been	painting	these	since	1991	and	in	1999	I	sent	
one	 to	 the	 then	 'Rupert	 Editor'	 in	 the	 Daily	
Express,	 Ian	 Robinson.	 He	 showed	 considerable	
interest	 and	 asked	 me	 to	 produce	 some	 line	
drawings	 of	 Rupert.	 He	 said	 my	 work	 was	 very	
fine	 but	 a	 bit	 'sketchy'	 but	 said	 he	 would	 keep	
them	on	file!	He	was	unable	to	see	an	opening	for	
a	second	Rupert	artist	at	that	time.	Of	course,	John	
Harrold	 was	 the	 resident	 artist	 by	 then	 but	 I	
would	love	to	have	been	on	the	team	of	artists.	
			I	 am	 a	 professional	 graphic	 designer	 and	
illustrator	and	am	still	designing	in	a	full	time	job.	
	

	
As	 a	 child	 I	 was	 absolutely	 absorbed	 and	
fascinated	 by	 Alfred	 Bestall's	 beautiful	 work	 and	
wanted	to	be	an	artist	when	I	grew	up,	and	I	 like	
to	think	I	have	achieved	this.	over	the	years	I	have	
painted	many	of	these	'after	Alfred	Bestall'	works	
just	for	my	own	pleasure	and	I	thought	you	would	
like	 to	 see	 my	 favourite,	 from	 the	 1967	 annual	
cover.	
			Unfortunately	I	had	to	sell	quite	a	few	of	them	to	
a	 private	 collector	when	 I	was	unemployed	but	 I	
have	scans	of	most	of	them.	

	
I'm	planning	 to	redo	 the	1947	annual	cover	soon	
(sadly	 another	 I	 had	 to	 sell),	 they	 take	me	many	
hours	 to	 paint	 and	 I	 use	 Gouache	 watercolour	
paints	and	very	fine	brushes	for	the	finer	details.	
	

Elizabeth	Weatherley	 

	

Send	your	letters,	articles	and	pictures	to:	
																						The	Editor,	Nutwood	Newsletter,	29	Mill	Road,	Lewes.	Sussex	BN7	2RU		
																																																									or	e.mail	to							beck3861@gmail.com							
																						

	

Centenary	ideas	
	

The	owner	of	a	haberdashery	shop	in	Hunstanton	
has	 shown	 an	 interest	 in	 putting	 on	 a	 display	
(Christine	only	went	 in	 to	buy	knitting	needles!),	
and	 the	 lady	 also	 suggested	 that	we	 contact	 the	
town	council	to	see	if	they	might	be	interested	in	
marking	 the	occasion.		There	 is	 a	heritage	 centre	
in	the	town.	
			Do	 you	 know	 if	 the	 Express	 are	 going	 to	
celebrate	the	occasion	in	some	way?		As	the	Royal	
Mint	 has	 produced	50p	pieces	with	Peter	Rabbit	
and	Paddington	Bear	on	the	reverse,	should	they	
be	encouraged	to	do	the	same	for	Rupert	who	has	
been	 going	 much	 longer?		 You	 may,	 of	 course,	
already	have	made	enquiries.	
	

Roger	and	Christine	Bemrose			
	

Do	 any	 other	 Members	 have	 any	 ideas	 or	
suggestions	 that	 our	 2020	 Sub-Committee	 can	
follow	up	to	help	to	celebrate	the	Big	Event? 
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