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Roger	Allen				
	

1937		–		2018	
	
	
	

	
Roger	Allen,	who	passed	away	peacefully	 in	his	
sleep	 on	 2nd	 July	 after	 a	 long	 and	 debilitating	
illness,	had	been	a	Follower	 for	about	30	years	
and	during	much	of	that	time	had	been	a	regular	
attender	 of	 the	 annual	 gatherings,	 as	 well	 as	
contributing	articles	to	Nutwood.	
			My	earliest	recollection	of	meeting	Roger	was	
at	 a	meeting	 of	 the	 now	 sadly	 defunct	 London	
and	South	East	Group	which	he	and	Eva	hosted	
at	 their	 home	 in	 Harrow.	 	 I	 remember	 little	 of	
the	 content	 of	 the	 programme	 as	 my	 abiding	
memory	 of	 that	 occasion	 was	 the	 large	 signed	
photograph	 of	Margaret	 Thatcher	 gazing	 down	
at	 us	 from	 Roger's	 wall.	 Resisting	 the	
temptation	 to	 cross	 myself	 I	 wondered	 what	
sort	of	person	I	had	met.	Over	many	years	since	
then	 I	 have	 come	 to	 know	 Roger	 as	 a	 most	
sincere	 and	 dedicated	 family	 man	 who	 had	
many	 interests	and	was	passionate	about	all	of	
them.		We	did	indeed	discuss	politics	in	general	
on	 several	 occasions	 and	 had	 reached	 that	
understanding	 that	 we	 were	 poles	 apart	 and	
little	 we	 could	 say	 would	 influence	 the	 other.	
This	was	true	also	of	religion.	Roger	was	deeply	
religious.	I	am	not.	I	think	we	learned	to	respect	
each	other's	beliefs	on	both	issues.		Fortunately	
there	 was	 one	 topic	 on	 which	 we	 were	 in	
complete	 harmony,	 the	 one	 which	 had	
introduced	us	–	Rupert.	
			Roger	had	many	interests	and	I	am	certain	that	
I	 am	 not	 aware	 of	 all	 of	 them,	 but	 the	 ones	 of	
which	I	had	heard	him	speak	on	many	occasions	
were	 (in	 addition	 to	 Rupert)	 Lewis	 Carroll,	
Rider	 Haggard	 (he	 was	 a	 member	 of	 the	
societies	 dedicated	 to	 both)	 and	 the	 Island	 of	
Lundy.	 He	 was	 vastly	 knowledgeable	 on	 the	
latter	and	was	so	passionate	about	it	that	when	
he	 retired	 from	 a	 long	 career	 in	 international	

banking	he	moved	 from	Harrow	 to	Bideford	 in	
Devon	 to	 be	 nearer	 to	 Lundy.	 He	 even	
incorporated	 the	 word	 'Lundy'	 into	 his	 email	
address.		
	

At	Warwick	the	two	Rogers	natter,	
Their	differences	just	did	not	matter.	

	

	
	

On	politics	they	did	not	agree,	
To	friendship,	Rupert	was	the	key.	
	

			Sadly,	 a	 few	 years	 ago	 Roger	 developed	
muscular	 dystrophy,	 that	 terrible	 muscle	
wasting	illness	which	increasingly	restricted	his	
mobility.	His	disappointment	at	being	unable	to	
continue	attending	Followers'	events,	as	well	as	
others,	was	evident	 in	everything	he	wrote	and	
said	 on	 the	 telephone.	 His	 keenness	 to	 be	
involved	 remained,	 however,	 as	 demonstrated	
by	his	assistance	with	my	article	on	churches	in	
Nutwood	in	the	last	issue.		
			Roger	was	well	respected	by	those	who	knew	
him,	and	the	many	expressions	of	sorrow	at	his	
passing	 which	 I	 have	 heard	 and	 seen	 are	
testimony	to	this.	
			Regrettably,	I	was	unable	to	attend	the	funeral	
but	I	am	pleased	and	grateful	that	Margaret	and	
Matthew	 Heaton	 were	 able	 to	 represent	 the	
Followers.	
	

Roger	Coombes		
1st	August	2018	

	
	
	
	

	

“We’ll	miss	
Roger	too,		
here	on	
Lundy” 
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A	message	from	the	Chairman	
	
Hello	 again		 Followers.	 For	 those	 of	 you	 who	
attended	the	AGM	week-end	I'm	sure	you'll	agree	
that	 it	 was	 a	 memorable	 event	 with	 Tony	 again	
doing	us	proud	despite	the	continuing	changes	at	
the	school.	
			So	far	as	the	formal	business	was	concerned,	I'm	
sure	 that	 like	me,	 you	were	 delighted	 that	 Tony	
agreed	 formally	 to	 take	 on	 again	 the	 job	 he	 has	
never	really	stopped	doing	in	organising	our	AGM	
week-ends.	This	is	a	tremendous	boost	to	us	as	all	
as	we	move	 towards	 Rupert's	 Centenary.	 In	 that	
regard	the	meeting	agreed	that	we	should	go	for	a	
very	 special	 AGM	week-end	 in	 2020.	May	 I	 take	
this	 opportunity	 to	 remind	 Followers	 that	 their	
ideas	in	this	regard	are	welcome.	Also	in	relation	
to	the	AGM	I'd	like	to	express	my	great	thanks	to	
Louise	 for	 all	 she	 has	 done	 in	 relation	 to	 her	
Library	duties	over	the	years.	
			Meanwhile	 can	 I	 remind	 you	 again	 of	 the	
"Bears"	exhibition	currently	touring	the	country?	
I	 realise	 that	 there	 could	be	a	 little	more	Rupert	
content	for	our	liking	but	even	apart	from	that	it's	
well	worth	seeing.	The	forthcoming	dates	appear	
on	page	14.		
			And	so	to	this	year's	seasonal	pick.	 It's	 from	an	

Annual	for	which	I	have	great	fondness;	1952.	No	
doubt	 this	 is	 partly	 because	 it	 was	 the	 first	 I	
remember	reading	but	also	 it	 contains	a	number	
of	classics	including	the	sublime	Mare's	Nest.		
	

	
	
However,	 the	 story	 I	 am	 going	 for	 is	 the	 one	
which	 inspires	 the	 Annual's	 front	 cover,	 Rupert	
and	 the	 Arrows.	 Although	 not	 a	 Christmas	 story	
(it	actually	first	appeared	in	the	Express	between	
January	 and	 March	 1949)	 snowy	 weather	 is	
intrinsic	to	 its	plot	as	Bingo	just	can't	wait	to	try	
out	the	skis	he's	been	working	on	all	through	the	
summer.	And	who	can	blame	him.	
			We	 are	 even	 given	 the	 rare	 opportunity	 of	
seeing	Bingo	without	his	 ‘specs’	as	he	 loses	them	
(not	to	mention	a	stick	and	a	ski)	when	he	takes	a	
tumble.	Rupert	 soon	 finds	 them	 though	but	 then	
he	himself	 has	 an	 even	more	dramatic	 fall	 a	 few	
panels	later	when	he	crashes	into	a	snowman	that	
the	 other	 chums	 have	 built	 at	 the	 bottom	 of	 the	
next	hill.	
	

	
	

			What	 fun!	 	And	 I	 hope	 that	 all	 you	 Followers	
have	 a	 fun	 Christmas	 season	 too,	 followed	 by	 a	
peaceful	and	prosperous	2019.	

John	Swan	
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Warm	up	to	Warwick	
	
Thursday	 23rd	 August	 arrived	 and	 the	 usual	
suspects	 assembled	 ahead	 of	 the	 busy	 Friday	
preparations	 for	 the	 ‘Big	 Day’	 itself.	 	 As	 always,	
Malcolm	 and	Mavis	 Stevens	were	 there	 to	 assist	
us	 to	our	rooms.	We	were	delighted	to	welcome,	
all	 the	way	 from	across	 the	Pond,	 Sally	 and	Don	
Domm.	 We	 whisked	 them	 off	 to	 our	 favourite	
hostelry	 (the	 Racehorse)	 where	 good	 food	 was	
enjoyed	 and	 the	 beer,	 wine	 and	 conversation	
flowed	 freely.	 	On	return	 to	Warwick	School,	 the	
group	 was	 fascinated	 by	 the	 cloud	 formation.		
Was	 it	 the	 wine	 that	 made	 it	 appear	 so	
fascinating?	 	Anyway,	 a	happy	group	 trouped	off	
to	bed	ready	for	a	huge	Warwick	School	breakfast	
and	the	work	ahead	...		
	

	
	

			Friday	was	its	usual	slog	of	setting	out	the	Hall,	
hefting	 tables	 and	 chairs,	 fetching,	 carrying	 and	
organising.	 The	 dealers	 arrived	 to	 set	 up	 their	
stalls.	 	Tony	Griffin’s	hard	work	organising	 these	
events		cannot		be		over-praised.			Thankfully		this		
year,	 he	 had	 enlisted	 the	 help	 of	 two	 ‘non-
Ruperty’	 friends,	which	 eased	 the	burden	on	 the	

Committee	 and	 volunteers	 considerably.	 Thanks	
guys.	Late	afternoon,	the	end	of	the	preparations	
arrived,	 Followers	 had	 been	 arriving	 throughout	
the	 day	 for	 their	 two-night	 stay	 –	 and	 we	 were	
delighted	 to	welcome	 yet	 another	member	 from	
overseas,	 this	 time	 Jordy	 Schaap	 from	 the	
Netherlands.	 	It	is	wonderful	that	Followers	wish	
to	 travel	 such	distances	 to	 join	us,	 and	we	know	
that	they	all	had	a	thoroughly	great	time.		
	

	
	

			A	splendid	meal	was	served	at	the	school	on	the	
Friday	 night	 and	 then	 a	 bonus!	 	 Howard	 Smith,	
who	 at	 that	 stage	 members	 knew	 would	 be	
delivering	a	 talk	on	the	Saturday	afternoon,	gave	
a	 super	 presentation	 about	 Herbert	 and	 Mary	
Tourtel	–	a	kind	of	prequel	to	the	information	he	
imparted	on	the	Saturday.		A	lovely	surprise	after	
which	 Members	 drifted	 off	 to	 bed	 and	
anticipation	of	the	day	ahead.	
	

Lily	Duckling	
	

	
	

The	Followers’	Annual	Meeting	2018	
	

																																																																																																									A	review	by	Roger	Newell	
	
	

It	was	 a	 typical	 late	 summer’s	 day	with	 sun	 and	
showers	but	no	amount	of	rain	could	dampen	the	
spirits	 as	 Followers	 arrived	 for	 this,	 the	 35th,	
AGM.	Amazingly,	through	no	fault	of	my	own,	it's	
been	 eight	 years	 since	 I	 last	 attended	 so	 I	 was	
curious	 to	 see	what	was	 in	 store	 this	 year.	After	
such	a	long	break	I	expected	some	changes	and	of	
course	the	most	significant	is	the	slightly	different	
location.	It's	on	the	same	site	but	at	the	other	end	
of	the	campus	and	is	actually	an	improvement	as	

this	 newer	 building	 provides	 a	 cafe	 and	 lecture	
room	upstairs	for	the	various	talks	of	the	day.	And	
with	 the	 odd	 heavy	 shower	 of	 rain	 descending	
upon	us,	no	one	needed	to	venture	out	until	lunch	
or	 for	 the	play	which	was	 still	 held	 in	 the	 lovely	
Bridge	House	Theatre	on	 the	site.	Thankfully	 the	
schedule	 for	 the	day	 remains	 intact.	No	need	 for	
improvement	there!	
			The	 Green	 Gym	 on	 the	 ground	 floor	 of	 the	
Pavilion	 was	 the	 main	 area	 of	 action.	 Here	 the	
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numerous	 stall	 holders	 displayed	 a	 plethora	 of	
Rupertalia	 as	 well	 as	 a	 good	 selection	 of	 other	
collectable	children's	literature	and	related	items.	
Most	significant	however	was	the	inclusion	of	the	
Origami	 table	 and	 the	 current	 Rupert	 artist,	
Stuart	 Trotter	 (signing	 this	 years’	 Annual)	 into	
this	 main	 area	 and	 that	 definitely	 added	 to	 the	
general	 atmosphere	 of	 the	 day,	 far	 better	 than	
having	them	in	a	separate	building	as	in	the	past.	
In	fact	this	encouraged	me	to	finally	have	a	go	at	
some	 origami	 and	 although	 I	 avoided	 doing	 the	
'talking	frog'	(small	but	looked	complicated).	
	

	
	

							Roger	enjoys	himself	at	the	Origami	table	
	
I	thoroughly	enjoyed	making	a	substantial	cube		
from	 just	 six	 rail	 tickets.	 I	 can't	 explain	 the	
pleasure	I	felt	from	having	made	a	firm	structure	
so	 quickly	 and	 easily	 from	 thin	 card	 so	 urge	
everyone	to	have	a	go	at	something	next	year.	It's	
strangely	therapeutic!		
	

	
	

											The	Followers’	stall	–	lots	of	new	items	
	
			Whilst	 wandering	 from	 stall	 to	 stall	 what	
particularly	caught	my	eye	was	the	amount	of	low	
cost	 items	 available.	 For	 instance	 there	 was	 a	
good	 selection	 of	 new	 items	 on	 the	 Followers’	

own	stand	and	on	another	 there	were	 several	of	
the	more	recent	Annuals	on	sale	(and	signed)	for	
just	two	pounds	each.	Bargain!		
	

	
	

														Fabulous	choice	of	bargain	Annuals	
	
More	 importantly	 there	 were	 Annuals	 on	 sale	
from	every	 year	 in	 various	 conditions	 but	 if	 you	
needed	that	elusive	one	to	complete	your	set	then	
you	 could	 have	 found	 it	 here.	 Most	 conspicuous	
by	 their	 almost	 total	 absence	were	 copies	 of	 the	
Rupert	 Adventure	 Series.	 However,	 talking	 to	
various	 stall	 keepers,	 most	 are	 available	 if	 you	
send	 them	your	 list	 of	 requirements	 so	 there's	 a	
good	 chance	 I'll	 finally	 get	 the	 remaining	 seven	
that	I'm	missing.	Fingers	crossed!		
			The	 scheduled	 events	 naturally	 include	 the	
AGM,	 but	 as	 in	 the	 past	 this	 was	 executed	 in	 a	
slick	 and	 professional	manner	 and	 ideally	 timed	
just	before	lunch.	After	sustenance,	guest	speaker	
Howard	 Smith	 (a	 name	 you	may	 recognise	 from	
the	 Rupert	 Dossier	 published	 in	 1997)	 gave	 a	
fascinating	talk	'Rupert,	the	Anthromorphic	Bear'	
about	 the	 beginnings	 of	 Rupert	 and	 the	
relationship	 of	 Mary	 Caldwell	 and	 Herbert	 Bird	
Tourtel	as	gleaned	from	his	diaries.	
	

	
	

																											Howard	in	full	flow	
	

Long	 time	 Follower,	 Roger	 Coombes	 also	 gave	 a	
great	talk	entitled	'Desert	Island	Rupert'	where	he	
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revealed	what	Rupert	memorabilia	he	would	take	
with	 him	 if	 he	 was	 to	 be	 stranded	 on	 the	
proverbial	 desert	 island.	 His	 first	 item	 was	 the	
1949	Annual	cover,	and	his	appraisal	of	its	artistic	
merits	 had	 us	 all	 agreeing	 wholeheartedly	 with	
his	excellent	choice.		
	

	
	

																									Roger	on	his	desert	island	
	
His	 second	 choice	 was	 the	Wedgewood	 plate	 of	
the	same	scene,	explaining	that	it	would	be	easier	
to	 hang	 on	 a	 palm	 tree	 and	 less	 likely	 to	 blow	
away	in	a	storm!	All	in	all	a	well	thought	out	and	
nicely	illustrated	presentation.	
			Over	in	the	theatre	this	year’s	play,	presented	by	
OTFM	 Productions,	 was	 Rupert	 and	 the	 Well	 of	
Wishes.	 As	 usual	 it	 was	 a	 well	 acted	 and	
presented	story	that	warns	of	the	dangers	faced	if	
you	 are	 offered	 three	wishes	 from	 a	magic	well.	
Definitely	a	lesson	here	for	young	and	old	alike!		
	

	
	

									Algy	lost	his	head	in	this	wonderful	story	
	
			Back	 to	 the	 Pavilion	 the	 last	 event,	 the	 ever	
popular	 raffle,	 managed	 efficiently	 by	 Valerie	
Haworth,	culminated	 in	a	 team	of	well	organised	
raffle	 gnomes	 sorting	 the	 prize	 draw.	 And	 then	
suddenly	for	those	of	us	that	were	not	staying	for	

the	 evening	meal,	 sadly	 the	 day	was	 done.	 Time	
for	 a	 few	 fond	 farewells	 and	 the	 promise	 not	 to	
leave	it	for	so	long	next	time.	
	

	
	

																												The	raffle	underway	
	
			A	 splendid	 day	 indeed	 for	 what	 never	 fails	 at	
these	 events	 is	 the	 effort	 and	 attention	 to	 detail	
provided	by	Tony	Griffin	and	all	concerned	in	the	
organisation.	The	meeting	of	so	many	like	minded	
souls	seems	to	radiate	warmth	and	goodwill	over	
the	 whole	 proceedings	 and	 with	 a	 common	
interest	 you	 can't	 fail	 to	 rekindle	old	 friendships	
and	form	new	ones.	So	don't	just	be	a	member	of	
the	club,	participate!	You	won't	be	disappointed!	
	

Roger	Newell	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

Stuart’s	beautiful	piece	of	artwork	–	the	Raffle	Star	
Prize		–	won	by	one	lucky	member	
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Warwick	2018	–	Picture	Gallery	
	
	

		

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
			

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Friday	evening	and	a	special	welcome	to	overseas	members 

A	Saturday	
welcome	–	
Morning	Officer! 

Dealers	display	
countless	offers 
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Tombola	star	prize	winners,	
Stuart	and	Edwina 

The	Origami	
was	very	
popular 

Browsing	and	shopping	... 

Stuart	signing 
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Another	wonderful	gathering	drew	to	a	close	
	
As	 the	 Members	 attending	 for	 the	 Day	 drifted	
away,	raffle	prizes	 for	the	postal	applicants	were	
carefully	 bagged	 and	 set	 aside	 for	
delivery/posting	 to	 the	 lucky	 recipients;	 Chief	
Raffle	 Gnome	 Valerie	 Haworth	 taking	 charge.		
Everyone	 then	 made	 off	 to	 recover	 from	 the	
hectic	 fray	 and	 generally	 prepare	 for	 the	 Gala	
Dinner.			
			Once	 again,	 the	 School	 caterers	 excelled	
themselves	in	serving	excellent	food	and	we	were	
treated	 to	 three	 wonderful	 between-course	
interruptions.	
			Lauren	 Schumacher	 spoke	 of	 her	 discovery	 of	
Rupert,	 which	 enchanted	 everyone.	 Derrick	 and	

Janice	 Jurd	 performed	 an	 hilarious	 series	 of	
‘Mastermind’	 questions	 and	 answers	 and	 Roger	
Coombes	 presented	 a	 topical	 vision	 of	 age	 and	
gender	in	the	acting	world	with	examples	such	as	
a	 bare-chested	 Gaffer	 Jarge	 as	 the	 new	 Captain	
Kirk!	
			Sunday	 morning,	 another	 huge	 breakfast	 (for	
those	 who	 hadn’t	 over-indulged	 the	 previous	
night	 and	 could	 face	 it)	 and	 everyone	 said	 their	
fond	 farewells	 to	 friends	 they	may	 not	 see	 for	 a	
whole	twelve	months.	
	

		Lily	Duckling
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And	so	to	bed	...	
	
	
Photos	by	Roger	Newell,	Christine	Dobbin	and	Pamela	Stones	
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Rupert	and	the	Santa	Trail	
	

	

	
In	 a	 recent	 conversation	 with	 John	 Harrold	 I	
asked	him	if	he	could	expand	on	the	Rupert	and	
Santa	 Trail	 story	 that	 appeared	 in	 the	 Sunday	
Express	at	the	end	of	1983.	
			He	 was	 able	 to	 confirm	 it	 was	 indeed	
illustrated,	as	well	as	written,	by	the	then	Rupert	
Editor	James	Henderson	who	then	showed	John	
the	artwork	without	telling	him	who	had	done	it	
and	invited	John’s	opinion.		
			John	 says	 “I	 don’t	 imagine	 he	 was	 pleased	
when	I	pointed	out	all	 the	 faults	 in	 the	drawing	
but	 then,	 that’s	 what	 happens	 when	 you	 invite	
comment.	 	 I	 thought	 Henderson	 had	 a	 terrible	
cheek	 undertaking	 the	 story	 himself,	 depriving	
me	of	a	source	of	Rupert	income	at	a	time	when	
there	 was	 very	 little	 story	 production.	 Ian	
(Robinson)	 was	 appalled	 when	 he	 discovered	
how	few	stories	Henderson	had	penned	in	his	12	
years	as	Editor.”	
			John	further	notes	“Henderson	always	 loathed	
me,	so	I	guess	my	criticism	of	his	artistic	efforts	
didn’t	help	matters	much.”	
			I	 suppose	 we	 should	 be	 grateful	 that	
Henderson	 rested	 on	 his	 artistic	 laurels	 here,	
and	 left	 illustrating	 Rupert	 to	 those	 who	 knew	
what	they	were	doing.	
	

John	Beck	
	
PS	–	My	thanks	to	Phil	Toze	for	providing	images	
that	accompany	this	piece.	
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The	Rupert	Annual	2018	–	No.	83	
a	review	by	Roger	Coombes	

	
Over	 the	 last	 10	 months	 Followers	 have	 been	
offered	a	 couple	of	 innovations	 for	personalising	
their	new	Annuals.	Firstly	we	had	the	opportunity	
of	ordering	from	Egmont	a	copy	(or	copies)	of	the	
2017	 Annual	 with	 our	 name	 on	 the	 cover	 and	 a	
personal	 message	 inside.	 I	 did	 so	 and	 am	 very	
pleased	with	 the	result;	so	much	so	 that	a	 friend	
wants	 to	 do	 this	 for	 me	 this	 year	 and	 we	 are	
hoping	 that	 Egmont	 will	 be	 repeating	
this	offer.	
			Secondly,	 we	 had	 the	 opportunity	
when	 ordering	 our	 ‘signed	 by	 Stuart’	
2018	 Annuals	 for	 the	 Warwick	
gathering	 of	 having	 a	 character	 of	 our	
choice	drawn	by	Stuart	on	the	title	page.	
I	chose	Rupert	and	I	am	delighted	with	
it.	 Another	 Follower	 in	 the	 queue	 to	
chat	 with	 Stuart	 had	 requested	 Bingo	
and	 she	 was	 likewise	 delighted,	 and	
rightly	 so.	 If	 this	 offer	 is	 repeated	 next	
year	I	might	choose	Bingo.		How	many	variations	
were	requested	by	Followers	I	wonder?		Perhaps	
Tony	 Griffin	 can	 tell	 us,	 just	 for	 interest,	 as	 an	
indication	of	the	popularity	of	characters?	
			On	to	the	Annual	itself.		 	Stuart’s	cover	is	a	jolly	
Spring	 scene	 of	 several	 chums	 dancing	 around	 a	
maypole	watched	by	a	group	of	adults,	 including	
Mr	 &	 Mrs	 Bear,	 Gaffer	 Jarge	 (providing	 musical	
accompaniment	 on	 an	 accordion)	 and	 other	
Nutwood	residents.	There	is	also	a	new	character,	
a	genial	troll	who	features	in	Stuart’s	story	Rupert	
and	 the	May	Queen,	which	 is	 again	 the	 only	 new	
story	in	this	collection.	
	

	
	

At	 56	 frames	 (equivalent	 to	 28	 episodes)	 this	 is	
NOT	 the	 shortest	 story	 this	 year,	 three	 of	 the	

repeated	 stories	 having	 been	 abridged.	 	 It	
involves	 Rupert’s	 search	 for	 spring	 blossom	
which	is	absent	from	Nutwood	this	year	and	leads	
to	 an	 encounter	 with	 the	 aforementioned	 troll,	
the	May	Queen	and	a	giant	hare.	Mrs	Bear	is	able	
to	bake	a	blossom	honey	 cake	and	Nutwood	 can	
celebrate	May	Day.		
	

	
Before	 proceeding	 to	 consider	 the	 reprinted	
stories,	 of	 which	 there	 are	 six,	 let	 us	 look	 at	 the	
endpapers	 which	 depict	 Rupert	 hiking,	 by	 John	
Harrold	 for	 the	 1985	 Annual.	 Coincidentally	 (or	
maybe	 not?)	 part	 of	 this	 scene	 was	 chosen	 by	
Tony	 and	 his	 team	 for	 the	 literature	 associated	
with	this	year’s	gathering	at	Warwick.	
	

	
	
The	 first	 story	 we	 encounter	 is	 a	 retelling	 of	
Rupert	and	the	Sugar	Bird	(B39)	by	Alfred	Bestall	
which	 first	 appeared	 in	 the	 pages	 of	 the	 Daily	
Express	 in	 March	 and	 April	 of	 1939	 and	
subsequently	in	the	1941	Annual,	from	which	this	
slightly	abridged	 (by	2	 frames)	version	has	been	
taken.	
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		 				Rupert’s	first	sighting	of	the	Sugar	Bird	
	
Following	 the	 May	 Queen	 story	 we	 have	 Rupert	
and	the	Coral	Island	(B145)	which	dates	from	July	
and	 August	 1953	 (originally	 titled	Rupert’s	Coral	
Island)	in	42	episodes	and	is	taken	here	from	the	
1962	Annual.		It	is	a	complete	retelling	of	Alfred’s	
story	and	is	the	longest	in	this	collection.	
		

	
	
Another	AEB	story,	Rupert	and	the	Turnips	(B75),	
follows,	originating	from	July	and	August	1943	in	
the	daily	paper	and	then	the	1945	Annual.			
	

	
	
Owing	 to	 wartime	 economy,	 1943	 was	 in	 the	
period	when	Rupert	stories	were	rationed	to	one	
frame	per	day,	so	there	were	38	frames	in	all,	the	

equivalent	 of	 19	 double-frame	 episodes.	 For	 the	
1945	 Annual	 two	 frames	 (episodes	 32	 and	 33)	
were	 omitted	 and	 it	 is	 the	 remaining	 36	 frames	
which	are	retold	now.	I	regard	it	as	a	delightfully	
bucolic	 tale	and	 I	have	selected	 frame	4	 (bottom	
left)	 for	 its	 depiction	of	 a	 character	 seldom	 seen	
in	other	tales	of	Nutwood.	
			Rupert	and	Bill	in	the	Treetops	(B9)	is	the	fourth	
and	 final	 AEB	 contribution	 to	 this	 collection.	 As	
the	 code	 indicates	 this	 is	 a	 very	early	one	which	
first	appeared	in	the	Daily	Express	as	23	episodes	
in	August	and	September	1936.	It	was	reduced	by	
two	 frames	 for	 the	 1938	 Annual,	 and	 has	 also	
appeared	 in	 Issue	 14	 of	 the	 Adventure	 Series	 as	
Rupert	 in	 the	 Treetops	 and	 again	 in	 the	 Sunday	
Express	 between	 December	 1982	 and	 January	
1983.	We	have	here	the	44	frames	from	the	1938	
Annual	in	black,	red	and	white.	
	

	
	
The	 inclusion	 of	 stories	 in	 a	 different	 medium	
adds	 variety	 to	 these	 modern	 collections,	 in	 my	
view.	
			This	 is	 followed	 by	 Rupert	 and	 the	 Flavours	
(P49)		which	on	the	contents	page	is	attributed	to	
John	 Harrold,	 but	 this	 is	 incorrect.	 Although	 it	
originally	 carried	 the	 code	 P49,	 denoting	 it	 as	 a	
post-Bestall	 story,	 the	 codes	 were	 altered	 in	 the	
third	 edition	 of	 the	 Rupert	 Bear	 Index	 to	
distinguish	 John	 Harrold	 as	 the	 new	 official	
Rupert	artist	at	that	time,	hence	the	introduction	
of	the	JH	code.	Since	that	edition	of	the	Index	was	
published,	 access	 to	 the	 Freddie	 Chaplin	 archive	
has	 enabled	 identification	 of	 all	 post-Bestall	
illustrators,	 which	 confirms	 that	 this	 story	 was	
drawn	by	Alex	Cubie.	It	was	first	told	in	the	Daily	
Express	 during	 January	 and	 February	 1972	 and	
this	 retelling,	 in	 80	 frames	 (40	 episodes)	 is	 the	
first	 since	 the	 1980	 Annual,	 where	 it	 appeared	
alongside	 John	 Harrold	 tales,	 leading	 to	 the	
editorial	 error	 in	 this	 new	 Annual.	 For	 general	



NUTWOOD	NEWSLETTER	Number	101	Winter	2018	–	Page	14	

Update	on	Bears!		–		try	to	catch	this	exhibition	
 

information,	 the	 updated	 story	 credits	 from	 the	
post-Bestall	era	are	now	noted	on	the	Followers’	
website	and	John	Beck	 informs	me	that	 they	will	
be	included	in	the	new	version	of	the	Index.	That	
publication	 will	 be	 something	 for	 Followers	 to	
watch	for.	
	
	

	
	
The	 final	 story	 in	 this	 collection	 is	 definitely	 by	
John	Harrold.	 It	 is	Rupert	and	the	Christmas	Tree	
(JH73)	 which	 ran	 as	 20	 episodes	 in	 the	
newspaper	during	December	1993	and	ended	on	
1st	 January	 1994.	 	 It	 was	 then	 included	 in	 the	
1995	 Annual	 and	 from	 that	 we	 now	 have	 a	
complete	 retelling	 in	 40	 frames	 of	 this	 seasonal	
account	 of	 how	 Rupert	 enlists	 the	 help	 of	 the	
Professor	 in	 curing	 the	 pine	 trees	 of	 a	 blight	
which	was	distressing	the	Pine	King	and	his	Pine	
Imps	and	curtailing	the	supply	of	Christmas	trees	
in	 Nutwood.	 	 For	 me	 this	 1993	 tale	 was	 a	
welcome	 return	 of	 the	 Pine	 Imps	 which	 had	
enchanted	 me	 in	 the	 endpapers	 of	 the	 1957	
Annual.	
			Connected	 to	 this	 last	 story	 is	 a	 'Make	 a	
Christmas	 Tree'	 origami	 activity	 also	 taken	 from	
the	 1995	 Annual,	 and	 dotted	 throughout	 the	
present	book	are	five	other	puzzles	and	activities		
–	 a	 new	 'Spot	 the	 Difference'	 based	 on	 Stuart's	
cover,	 'Your	 Own	 Rupert	 Story'	 from	 the	 1995	
Annual,				Rupert's			Cat			Search'			from			the			1948	

Annual	and	'Rupert's	Secret	Route'	from	the	1944	
Annual,	 where	 it	 was	 titled	 'Rupert's	 Short	 Cut':	
however,	because	the	last	two	were	also	repeated	
in	 the	 1980	 Annual	 the	 same	 assumption	 made	
about	 Rupert	 and	 the	 Flavours	 has	 led	 to	 them	
being	 wrongly	 attributed	 to	 John	 Harrold,	
whereas	in	fact	they	are	both	by	Alfred	Bestall.  
			Finally,	 I	 have	 to	 mention	 the	 'Follow	 Rupert	
every	 morning	 in	 the	 Daily	 Express'	 page	 in	 its	
traditional	 place.	 What	 would	 Tony	 Shuker	 have	
called	 us	 if	 this	 page	 hadn't	 existed?	 Following	
Rupert	every	morning	in	the	21st	century	means	
reading	 repeated	 stories	 because	 recycling	 has	
been	the	Express	policy	for	several	years.	
	

	
	
I	 suppose	 we	 must	 be	 thankful	 that	 he	 is	 still	
there	 at	 all	 and	 not	 gone	 the	 way	 of	 Teddy	 Tail	
and	 Pip,	 Squeak	 and	 Wilfred.	 I	 wonder	 what	
plans,	 if	 any,	 the	 Express	 has	 for	 his	 centenary,	
just	 over	 a	 year	 hence.	 It	 also	 occurs	 to	 me	 that	
Stuart	 has	 now	 drawn	 enough	 stories,	 one	 per	
year	 since	 he	 started,	 for	 an	 'all	 Stuart'	
publication	to	be	released.	
			The	 2018	 Annual	 is	 a	 pleasing	 tome,	 suitably	
varied	in	content	to	be	a	fine	introductory	volume	
for	any	child	–	we	must	not	forget	the	children	–	
who	has	yet	to	follow	Rupert's	adventures.	
	

And	So	To	Bed.	
	

Roger	Coombes	
	

	

	
	

	
	

	

The	 Bears!	 Exhibition,	 featuring	 a	 variety	 of	
literary	 bears	 –	 including	 Rupert	 –	 has	 now	
completed	a	successful	run	at	Barnsley	and	will	
move	 on	 to	 the	 Shrewsbury	 Museum	 and	 Art	
Gallery	from	February	16th	to	April	28th	2019.	
  

It	will	 then	go	 to	 the	River	and	Rowing	Museum	
at	 Henley	 in	 late	 summer	 /	 early	 autumn	 and	
finally	 to	 the	 Beacon	 Museum	 at	 Whitehaven	
from	March	23rd	to	June	28th	2020.  
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Rupert	in	Norfolk	
	
It	 was	 in	 the	 hot	 weather	 in	 mid-July	 that	 St.	
Nicholas	Church,	Dersingham,	held	 their	 Festival	
of	Hobbies	and	Interests.		“Would	you	like	to	do	a	
display	 about	 Rupert?”	 asked	 our	 next	 door	
neighbour,	 who	 was	 one	 of	 the	 organisers.	 	 So,	
Roger	 provided	 a	 small	 wide-ranging	 display	 of	
books,	 book	 marks,	 memorabilia	 and	 some	 soft	
toys.	 	 There	 was	 great	 interest	 from	 the	 older	
visitors,	 almost	 all	 having	 had	 a	 Rupert	 Annual	
given	to	them	when	children.			
	
	

	
	
	
Roger	 shared	 some	 lovely	 reminiscences	 with	
them.	 	 Younger	 people	 had	 heard	 of	 Rupert	 but,	
disappointingly,	 did	 not	 seem	 to	 know	 much	
about	him.		Roger	provided	information	as	to	how	
to	 get	 on	 to	 the	Rupert	website	 and	 encouraged	
visitors	to	join	The	Followers.		We	hope	that	some	
of	them	took	up	the	invitation.	
It	was	helped	by	Roger	having	his	model	railway	
nearby,	so	there	was	plenty	to	talk	about.	
	

Roger	and	Christine	Bemrose	
	
Do	you	celebrate	Rupert’s	birthday?	
	
	
As	we	all	know,	Rupert	celebrates	his	birthday	in	November.		
Member	 Alison	 Carter	 shares	 here	 with	 us	 images	 of	 the	
Ruperty	 pizzas	 with	 which	 she	 and	 her	 family	 celebrated	
Rupert’s	birthday	in	2016	and	2017.			

	
	
	
These	 are	 most	 artistic,	
Alison,	 and	 look	 very	
tasty	indeed.	
	
	
	
	
Do	you	celebrate	or	mark	Rupert’s	birthday	in	any	way?	If	you	do,	
please	share	your	pictures	with	us.	
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Piped	 Gas	 to	 Nutwood	 in	 Rupert	 and	 the	
Missing	Cakes	
	

Nutwood	appears	to	have	piped	gas,	judging	from	
Mrs.	Bear’s	 oven	 illustrated	on	page	8.	This	may	
be	 the	 first	 time	 her	 oven	 has	 appeared	 in	 a	
frame.	
	

	
	

			Cooking	on	gas,		Mrs	Bear	bakes,	
		And	rustles	up	some	scrumptious	cakes.	

	
Aunt	 Emma	 and	 Cousin	 Joan,	 also	 in	 Rupert	
and	the	Missing	Cakes	
	

Little	 Joan	 has	 appeared	 before	 somewhere,	
although	 I	 cannot	 find	 her	 anywhere	 in	 the	
Annuals	from	1936	onwards,	but	Aunt	Emma	is	a	
new	 character.	 Can	 any	 Follower	 supply	 more	
details	on	this	couple?	
	

	
	

				Rupert	and	Joan	stir	the	dough,	
				With	fancy	hats,	just	like	a	pro.	

Mouth	or	Source	–	Rupert	and	the	Raft	
	

In	 the	 text,	 on	 page	 44,	 Rupert	 said	 that	 he	 and	
Algy	will	keep	going	until	they	reach	the	mouth	of	
the	river.	On	the	next	page	they	leave	the	Lake	for	
the	 river	 and	 now	 Rupert	 says	 “This	 is	 the	 way,	
we	 can	 paddle	 upstream	 towards	 the	 source”.	 A	
quick	change	of	mind	and	direction.	
	
Algy	cooks	breakfast	in	Rupert	and	the		Raft	
	

On	 page	 46,	 Algy	 cooks	 eggs	 and	 bacon	 for	
breakfast.	 Although	 bears	 and	 dogs	 are	 both	
carnivores,	with	friend	Podgy	in	mind,	would	they	
eat	bacon?	We	are	 reminded	of	 a	 similar	 type	of	
situation	 on	 page	 74	 of	 the	 1944	 Annuals	 in	
Rupert	and	Snuffy,	where	we	see	a	human	butcher	
in	 a	 striped	 apron	 outside	 his	 shop	 in	 Nutwood.	
What	meat	 does	he	 sell	 and	 to	whom?	 Is	Doctor	
Lion	 one	 of	 his	 best	 customers?	Amongst	 such	 a	
variety	 of	 animal	 inhabitants	 in	 the	 village,	 as	 a	
butcher	 he	 would,	 of	 course,	 have	 to	 be	 human,	
unlike	most	of	the	other	shopkeepers.	
	

	
	

Eggs	are	okay,	bacon’s	dodgy,	
They	could	be	eating	poor	friend	Podgy!	

	
Yellow	balloon	in	Rupert	and	the	Sundial	
	

On	page	65	Rupert	 selects	 and	 releases	a	yellow	
balloon.	 On	 page	 66,	 however,	 the	 Clerk	 of	 the	
Weather	states	that	he	read	Rupert’s	message	on	
a	red	balloon.	

Newsletters	Revisited				
	

Something	to	Make	You	Think!						From	the	1998	Annual	
	

This	article	appeared	in	NN30	in	the	Winter	of	1998																																																					by	Roger	Allen		
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Mr	Otter	in	Rupert	and	the	Sundial	
	

Ottoline’s	mother,	Mrs	Otter,	has	appeared	more	
than	 once	 in	 previous	 annuals	 but	 never	 a	
mention	of	her	husband,	but	on	page	62,	Ottoline	
says	 that	her	Father	will	not	repair	 the	orangery	
because	 it	 is	 too	expensive	 to	do	so.	On	page	72,	
Rupert	 declares	 that	 if	 Ottoline’s	 parents	 agree,	
they	 will	 start	 repair	 work	 on	 the	 orangery	
straight	 away,	 so	 Mr	 Otter	 definitely	 exists.	
Perhaps	we	will	see	him	one	year.	
	

	
	

				It	needs	repairs,	but	dad’s	not	keen,	
				Could	Mr	Otter	be	rather	mean?	

	
Rupert	and	the	Uncle	Polar	
	

On	page	80	 in	 the	previous	story,	Rupert	and	the	
Pumpkin	 Pie,	 Mr	 Bear	 reminisces	 of	 his	 youth	
saying	 “I	 remember	 bobbing	 for	 	 apples	 when	 I	
was	a	lad”.	On	page	97,	however,	Uncle	Polar,	also	
remembering	 his	 youth	 says	 “I	 used	 to	 have	 a	
toboggan	when	I	was	a	cub”.	The	Bear	family	are	
perhaps	 too	 close	 to	 being	 human	 to	 refer	 to	
themselves	 as	 cubs,	 whereas	 Uncle	 Polar	 is	 only	
seen	very	rarely	and	 looks	more	 like	a	real	bear.	
The	word	cub	seems	appropriate	in	his	case.	
			Uncle	 Polar	 has	 appeared	 at	 least	 three	 times	
before;	in	the	1949	Annuals,	in	1986	when	we	see	
his	igloo	home	an	again	in	1992	by	which	time	his	
igloo	has	seen	many	home	improvements	and	has	
acquired	a	much	cosier	appearance.	
			Rupert	 has	 at	 least	 three	 other	 uncles	 apart	
from	 Polar.	 	 There	 is	 Uncle	 Grizzly,	 who	 has	
appeared	 only	 once,	 in	 the	 1949	 Annual,	 Uncle	
Boris,	 the	 Russian	 bear	 who	 invites	 the	 whole	
Bear	family	to	Russia	in	1994	and	of	course,	Uncle	
Bruno	 who	 is	 a	 frequent	 visitor	 to	 Nutwood.		
Then	 there	 is	 Aunt	 Emma,	 who	 we	 mention	
above,	 and	 cousin	 Joan.	 Who	 is	 Joan’s	 father?	
Surely	 not	 Uncle	 Bruno;	 he	 would	 have	 come	 to	

Nutwood	with	them	and	he	has	always	appeared	
to	be	the	eternal	bachelor	uncle.	
	

	
	

							The	igloo	really	has	it	all,	
							And	is	that	Rupert	on	the	wall?	

	
Sunset	Scenes	
	

The	 Rupert	 Annuals	 are	 full	 of	 splendid	 sunset	
and	night	 time	 scenes	 and	1998	 is	 no	 exception.	
On	page	30,	Rupert	and	the	Sage	of	Um	walk	away	
into	 a	 glorious	 sunset	 and	 on	 page	 46	 there	 is	
perhaps	 the	 most	 evocative	 sunset	 scene	 ever.	
Rupert	 and	 Algy	 are	 paddling	 along	 the	 river	 as	
night	 falls	 and	 not	 only	 is	 the	 sky	 a	 brilliant	
orange,	 but	 that	 orange	 is	 reflected	 almost	
blindingly	on	the	water’s	surface.	It	is	frames	such	
as	this	that	so	capture	our	imagination	and	make	
us	love	and	treasure	these	books	as	we	do.	
	

	
	

	The	sunset	brings	such	colours	bright,	
	They	paddle	on,	through	fading	light	

	
	
We	 had	 planned	 to	 use	 this	 re-run	 in	 this	 edition	
and	are	sad	that	Roger	is	no	longer	with	us,	to	see	
the	new	version	–	Ed		
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More	Rupert	Reminiscences				
	
Leporine	Leaps	by	Hugo	Hare	
	

Growing	up	 in	Popton	has	not	been	easy	 for	me.	
There	is	very	little	to	do	and	as	there	is	no	school	
I	 have	 to	 go	 to	 Nutchester	 along	 with	 the	 other	
youngsters	 from	 the	 village	 and	 also	 the	
neighbouring	 hamlets	 of	 Pussyville	 and	 Robin	
Down.	My	 cousins	 Rex	 and	 Reggie	 Rabbit	 rarely	
visit	 me	 as	 they	 seem	 to	 have	 so	much	 fun	 and	
company	 in	Nutwood.	 I	used	 to	 think	of	 them	as	
the	 ‘timorous	 twosome’	 but	 so	 many	 amazing	
adventures	seem	to	happen	to	them,	they	cannot	
be	called	that	any	more.	
			I	 first	 met	 their	 friend	 Rupert	 Bear	 when	 I	
challenged	my	cousins	to	a	boxing	match.	(Rupert	
and	 the	 Boxing	Match	 SE20).	To	 use	 up	 some	 of	
my	 energy	 I	 joined	 a	 boxing	 club	 in	 Nutchester	
and	then	challenged	my	cousins	to	a	match.	While	
training	 I	 met	 Rupert	 who	 was	 with	 his	 friends	
Edward	 Trunk,	 Pong-Ping	 and	 Bill	 Badger.	 They	
were	 playing	 football	 and	 I	would	 have	 loved	 to	
join	in,	but	I	did	not	want	to	interrupt	my	training	
regime	 which	 I	 had	 carefully	 worked	 out.	
Apparently,	 Rupert	 is	 always	 having	 amazing	
adventures	but	 the	most	 exciting	 thing	 that	 ever	
happened	 to	 me	 in	 Popton	 was	 when	 I	 nearly	
missed	 the	school	bus	 to	Nutchester.	My	parents	
were	talking	about	it	for	days	afterwards.	
			While	 Rupert	 was	 travelling	 underground,	 on	
sea	 voyages	 or	 in	 the	 air	 to	 Santa’s	 castle,	 Um	
Island	or	the	Clerk	of	the	Weather	in	his	Weather	
Station	 in	 the	 sky,	 I	 have	 been	 keeping	 fit	 by	
skipping,	 sparring	 and	 shadow-boxing.	 I	 am	 not	
bitter	 that	 Rupert	 has	 uncles	 in	 Russia,	 America	
and	 the	North	Pole	while	 all	my	 relations	 live	 in	
Nutwood	 or	 Popton	 but	 sometimes	 I	wish	 I	was	
doing	 more	 exciting	 things	 than	 press-ups	 in	
Popton,	 running	 in	 Robin	 Down	 or	 pull-ups	 in	
Pussyville.	
			Anyway,	Bill	Badger	visited	me	in	Popton	to	tell	
me	 that	 Nutwood	 had	 a	 new	 challenger	 and	my	
cousins	were	no	longer	going	to	take	part.	It	was	
the	 first	 time	 anyone	 from	Nutwood,	 apart	 from	
my	 cousins,	 had	 ever	 visited	me	 so	 I	 was	 really	
excited,	and	I	had	news	to	tell	my	Popton	friends	
and	 neighbours	 for	 ages	 afterwards.	 When	 I	
arrived	 in	Nutwood	for	 the	boxing	match	 I	could	
only	see	my	cousins	and	Bill	Badger.	 I	wondered	
where	 the	 mysterious	 new	 challenger	 was.	
Suddenly	 a	 large	 hare	 appeared	 from	 the	 other	

side	 of	 the	 hedge	 and	 in	 a	 loud	 booming	 voice	
stated	that	he	was	ready	to	take	up	my	challenge.	
As	 he	 checked	 with	 my	 cousins	 who	 were	 his	
seconds	 that	 their	 watch	 was	 ready	 to	 time	 the	
rounds,	 I	 realised	 that	 I	 was	 rather	 late	 for	 an	
event	back	 in	Popton,	 the	actual	details	of	which	
have	been	forgotten	now.		
	

	
	
				Hugo	was	full	of	fighting	talk,	
			Tough	opposition?		Did	he	balk!	

	
			The	 boxing	 match	 never	 took	 place	 but	
something	 rather	 exciting	 happened	 back	 in	
Popton.	 The	 postman	 delivered	 our	 post	 to	 our	
next-door	 neighbour	 by	 mistake!	 –	 we	 were	
talking	about	it	in	Popton	for	months	afterwards.	

	
Simian	Studies	by	Dr	Chimp	
	

My	 time	 as	 the	 schoolmaster	 at	Nutwood	School	
has	sometimes	been	rather	different	to	what	I	had	
expected	 when	 I	 was	 first	 appointed	 to	 the	
position.	
			Occasionally	 it	 has	 been	 a	 rather	 bewildering	
experience	 as	 many	 strange	 events	 have	
occurred.	Although	it	would	be	unprofessional	to	
relate	the	academic	records	of	my	pupils,	I	feel	it	
is	quite	appropriate	to	recount	some	of	the	events	
that	 I	 have	 already	 entered	 in	 the	 school	 log	 as	
they	 are	 a	 matter	 of	 public	 record	 and	 have	
already	 been	 read	 by	 the	 school	 governors	 such	
as	 the	 squire	 and	Mr	Anteater.	 I	 first	mentioned	
Rupert	Bear	in	my	school	 log	when	he	arrived	at	
school	with	 a	 new	 pupil	 called	 Tigerlily.	 (Rupert	
and	Tigerlily	B52)	.	
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			A	 most	 astonishing	 number	 of	 incidents	
occurred	 which	 Tigerlily’s	 father,	 the	 Chinese	
Conjurer,	explained	were	due	to	her	using	an	old	
wand	of	his	that	he	had	broken	and	thrown	away.	
However,	I	was	impressed	by	how	Rupert	helped,	
and	 I	 could	 tell	 that	 he	 was	 not	 involved	 in	 the	
mischief	that	Tigerlily	had	been	responsible	for.	
	

	
	
											The	tricks	were	ended	with	a	flash,	
											No	more	the	Doctor’s	teeth	would	gnash.	
	
			Due	 to	 the	 way	 Rupert	 had	 helped	 with	 the	
rather	 disruptive	 happenings	 when	 Tigerlily	
joined	 the	 school,	 I	 had	 no	 hesitation	 in	 putting	
another	new	pupil	at	a	desk	next	to	him.	(Rupert	
and	 Ottoline	 JH58).	 The	 new	 arrival	 was	 called	
Ottoline	Otter	and	once	again	 something	 strange	
occurred.	 However,	 it	 was	 not	 Ottoline	 who	
caused	my	music	to	be	muddled	up,	but	she		was	
the	 one	 who	 helped	me	 out	 of	 an	 embarrassing	
situation	 by	 playing	 the	 piece	 that	 I	 was	 having	
trouble	with	without	 needing	 any	music	 at	 all.	 I	
am	fairly	certain	that	it	was	the	Fox	brothers	who	
created	the	problem	and	I	saw	them	being	mean	
to	 her	 at	 lunchtime,	 but	 Rupert	 and	 Bill	 were	
sitting	 with	 her,	 so	 I	 knew	 I	 did	 not	 have	 to	
intervene	as	they	are	such	excellent	role	models.	
In	 the	 school	 log	 there	 is	 an	 entry	 by	 a	 supply	
teacher,	Dr	 Sheep,	when	 I	was	 away	 for	 a	week.	
(Rupert	 and	 the	Wooden	Horse	 P66).	He	 decided	
not	to	 live	 in	the	school	house	next	to	the	school	
as	he	thought	it	was	rather	isolated	on	the	edge	of	
Nutwood	and	he	found	lodgings	in	the	village.	He	
stayed	at	 the	cottage	of	one	of	his	pupils,	Rupert	
Bear,	 which	 must	 have	 been	 an	 interesting	
experience	and	probably	preferable	 to	staying	at	
the	 home	 of	 certain	 pupils	 who	 for	 professional	
reasons	 I	 must	 not	 name.	 Dr	 Sheep	 took	 a	

sketching	 group	 of	 five	 volunteers	 onto	 the	
common	 on	 his	 first	 Saturday	 in	 Nutwood	 and	
according	 to	 his	 log	 entry	 it	 was	 a	 peculiar	
morning.	Firstly,	Rupert	and	Rosalie	Pig	told	him	
that	 a	 wooden	 horse	 had	 stolen	 her	 shawl	 and	
later	 Rupert	 said	 that	 he	 could	 talk	 to	 trees.	
Rupert	 is	 always	 a	 truthful	 student	 and	 he	 was	
able	 to	 prove	 to	 Dr	 Sheep	 that	 it	 was	 indeed	
possible	 to	 talk	 to	 trees	when	one	used	a	special	
tube.	 Dr	 Sheep’s	 final	 entry	 mentioned	 that	 he	
found	Nutwood	was	‘no	ordinary	village’	and	that	
after	initial	doubt,	he	had	thoroughly	enjoyed	his	
time	as	a	supply	teacher	at	Nutwood	School.	
			By	 far	 the	 most	 extraordinary	 experience	 to	
date	since	 I	came	to	Nutwood	School	was	on	the	
first	 day	 of	 an	 autumn	 term	 after	 an	 art	 lesson	
using	 slates	 and	 chalks.	 (Rupert	 and	 the	 Magic	
Chalk	 JH84).	 I	 still	 have	 sleepless	 nights	 about	
what	happened	and	if	there	had	not	been	so	many	
witnesses	 I	 would	 have	 thought	 that	 I	 had	
imagined	everything.	
	

	
	
										Through	Rupert’s	door	creatures	had	gone,	
										But	Rupert	had	to	follow	on	...	
	
Somehow	all	the	chalk	drawings	became	alive	and	
a	 surreal	 procession	 that	 included	 a	 dinosaur,	 a	
rocket,	 a	 robot	 and	an	 ice	 cream	headed	off	 into	
the	 main	 street	 of	 Nutwood!	 P.C.	 Growler	 was	
powerless	 to	 stop	 them,	 but	 Rupert	 was	
successful	 in	 stopping	 the	 mayhem.	 He	 drew	 a	
chalk	 door	 through	 which	 all	 the	 creatures	
marched,	and	while	Bill	Badger	explained	that	the	
strange	event	was	due	to	pupils	using	magic	chalk	
supplied	 innocently	 by	 Tigerlily,	 Rupert	 and	
Willie	 Mouse	 followed	 the	 chalk	 creatures	 and	
creations	to	look	for	Gregory	Guineapig,	who	had	
apparently	 disappeared	while	 playing	 hopscotch	
in	the	playground	on	a	grid	drawn	with	the	magic	
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chalk.	They	 found	him	and	appeared	back	 in	 the	
classroom	with	 a	 new	 box	 of	 ordinary	 chalk	 for	
me	and	saying	that	 they	had	been	to	the	Land	of	
Chalk.	 After	 such	 a	 day,	 I	 had	 something	 rather	
different	to	my	usual	night-time	cup	of	cocoa	but	I	
will	not	be	saying	what	I	consumed,	in	this	school	
log.		
	
Porcine	Pursuits	by	Podgy	Pig	
	

It	 was	 a	 very	 long	 time	 ago	 when	 I	 first	 met	
Rupert	 (Rupert’s	 Christmas	 Adventure	 T30)	 and	
we	 have	 had	 many	 adventures	 since	 then.	
Although	I	 join	in	with	our	games	of	football	and	
cricket,	 I	 prefer	 other	 activities	 such	 as	 apple	
picking	 and	 collecting	 blackberries.	 I	 sometimes	
think	 I	 should	 have	 been	 called	 ‘Portly’	 rather	
than	 Podgy	 as	 my	 name	 might	 give	 others	 the	
wrong	 impression	 of	 me.	 It’s	 just	 that	 I	 feel	
adventures	 should	 fit	 in	 between	 mealtimes	
rather	than	the	other	way	around.		
			One	 adventure	 with	 Rupert	 I	 often	 recall	
happened	 one	 winter.	 (Rupert	 and	 the	 Snow	
Pranks	AS31).	
	

	
	

They	planned	to	build	a	snowman,	large,	
But	ended	up	with	Gaffer	Jarge	

	
I	suppose	the	reason	it	comes	to	mind	so	quickly	
is	that	no	other	chums	were	involved	apart	 from	
the	two	of	us,	although	Algy	Pug	would	have	been,	
but	 he	 was	 suffering	 from	 a	 heavy	 cold.	 Rupert	
and	 I	were	 looking	 for	snow	but	when	we	 found	
some	 on	 the	 edge	 of	 Nutwood,	 we	 began	 to	 get	
pelted	 with	 snowballs.	 We	 ran	 away	 taking	 our	
toboggan	 upon	 which	 we	 had	 heaped	 snow.	 In	
Algy’s	 garden	 we	made	 a	 snowman	 and	 he	 was	
able	to	look	out	from	his	window	as	it	took	shape.	
It	ended	up	looking	like	a	mixture	of	Santa	Claus	

and	Gaffer	Jarge!		
			However,	 when	 I	 went	 home	 my	 feet	 became	
locked	 in	 solid	 ice,	 but	 Rupert	 heard	 me	 calling	
and	 used	 a	 stone	 to	 break	 up	 the	 ice.	 Later,	 the	
two	 of	 us	 were	 covered	 in	 snow	 when	 a	 great	
heap	 slid	 off	 a	 roof	 even	 though	 there	 was	 no	
other	 snow	 lying	 around	 the	 village	 at	 all.	 	 A	
young	 Eskimo	 appeared	 and	 said	 that	 the	
punishments	 had	 been	 for	 taking	 snow	 and	
making	 fun	 of	 Grandfather	 Winter	 with	 our	
snowman.	We	explained	the	snow	had	been	taken	
to	make	a	 snowman	 for	our	 friend,	Algy,	and	we	
certainly	 had	 not	 intended	 to	make	 an	 image	 of	
Grandfather	Winter	who	apparently	was	not	 in	a	
good	mood	because	he	was	suffering	 from	a	bad	
headache.	 While	 the	 Eskimo	 went	 to	 explain	
everything	to	Grandfather	Winter,	we	met	Doctor	
Lion	who	gave	us	medicine	to	cure	headaches.	We	
gave	this	to	the	Eskimo	messenger	after	we	found	
him	in	the	snow	on	the	edge	of	Nutwood.	He	was	
delighted	 and	 by	 the	 time	 we	 had	 got	 to	 Algy’s	
house	 to	 see	 how	 he	was	 and	 tell	 him	 all	 about	
our	 adventure,	 Doctor	 Lion	 had	 been	 and	 cured	
Algy’s	 cold.	 Even	 more	 amazing	 was	 that	 our	
snowman	 had	 gone	 and	 been	 replaced	 by	 a	
glittering	 garden	 of	 iridescent	 icicles	 and	
fairyland	 frost.	 It	was	 obviously	 a	 thank	 you	 gift	
from	 Grandfather	 Winter	 and	 we	 celebrated	 in	
Algy’s	house	with	a	hot	drink	and	delicious	cakes.		
			Another	 peculiar	 adventure	 was	 when	 I	 drank	
some	magic	liquid	from	two	jugs	that	Rupert	had.	
He	 had	 earlier	 shown	 his	 parents	 and	 me	 that	
when	 the	 liquids	 were	 combined	 into	 an	 object	
like	a	saucepan,	the	receptacle	would	float	away!	
(Rupert	and	the	Flying	Bottle	B10).		
	

	
	

		He	floated,	like	a	pig	balloon	
		And	really	did	feel	such	a	goon.	
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I	 floated	up	 into	 the	air	but	 luckily	Rupert	 found	
Edward	Trunk	who	managed	to	pull	me	down	far	
enough	 so	 that	 Rupert	 could	 tie	 strong	 string	
around	me	 and	 I	 resembled	 a	 flying	 pig	 balloon.	
They	 took	 me	 to	 Dr	 Lion	 but	 he	 was	 unable	 to	
help	 and	 then	 the	 string	 snapped	 and	 I	
disappeared	 into	 the	 clouds.	 Fortunately	 for	me	
Rupert	 ran	 to	 the	 Old	 Professor’s	 castle	 and	 the	
two	of	 them	and	Bodkin	went	off	 in	 a	plane	and	
Bodkin	managed	 to	pull	me	 into	 the	plane	while	
Rupert	 held	 onto	 Bodkin.	 The	 Professor	 flew	 us	
back	to	his	home	where	he	prepared	an	antidote	
to	 the	 flying	mixture	which	 it	 transpired	 that	 he	
had	 created	 earlier.	 I	 will	 certainly	 not	 drink	
strange	liquids	ever	again.	
			I	 really	 learnt	 a	 lesson	 one	 Christmas	 when	 I	
must	admit	I	was	rather	unthinking	and	behaved	
like	my	cousin,	Rosalie,	sometimes	does.	I	had	not	
appreciated	how	spoilt	 I	had	become,	 and	 I	 kept	
gloating	 about	 how	 many	 presents	 I	 would	
receive.	 (Rupert	and	Podgy’s	Christmas	 JH21).	On	
Christmas	 Eve	 we	 were	 summoned	 to	 Nutwood	
Common	as	Santa	Claus	did	not	have	time	to	come	
down	 our	 chimneys.	 We	 all	 assembled	 in	 the	
snow	 and	 Santa	 arrived	 in	 his	 sledge	 with	 our	
presents.	As	Santa	flew	away,	Bill	Badger	counted	
our	presents	and	he	said	that	one	person	was	not	
getting	a	present	as	there	were	not	enough.	For	a	
moment,	I	thought	that	must	be	me	as	I	had	been	
rather	 selfish	 thinking	 about	 all	 the	 presents	 I	
would	receive	including	the	one	from	Santa.		
			However,	 as	 all	 my	 chums	 began	 to	 look	 for	
their	 presents	 they	 found	 that	 all	 of	 them	 were	
addressed	to	me!	I	will	never	forget	how	I	felt	as	
they	 all	 went	 sadly	 and	 slowly	 back	 to	 their	
homes	without	any	presents	and	I	had	a	massive	
pile	which	somehow	I	had	to	get	home.	I	realised	
by	the	time	I	had	managed	to	get	all	the	gifts	back	
to	 my	 house	 that	 I	 had	 been	 really	 mean.	 I	
squidged	 all	 the	 packages	 to	 work	 out	 which	 of	
my	 friends	 they	should	go	 to	and	put	new	 labels	
on	 them	 to	 cover	 the	 Podgy	 labels.	 Then	 to	 the	
surprise	 of	my	 parents,	 I	went	 around	Nutwood	
putting	 the	 parcels	 on	 the	 doorsteps	 of	 my	
friends.	 In	the	morning	they	all	visited	my	house	
to	thank	me	as	they	had	noticed	my	name	under	
the	labels	that	I	had	hurriedly	stuck	on	top	–	I	had	
been	 in	 such	 a	 rush	 that	 I	 had	misspelt	 ‘Happy’	
and	had	written	‘Hapy	Christmas’	on	all	of	them.		
			I	felt	so	pleased	that	my	friends	were	happy	that	
I	 did	not	mind	 that	 I	 had	not	 received	 a	 present	
from		Santa		but		as		we		all	chatted		in	my		garden,	

	

	
	

	Though	poor	old	Podgy	couldn’t	spell,	
	The	execution	turned	out	well.	

	
Santa’s	 sledge	 flew	 over	 Nutwood	 and	 a	
parachute	 floated	 down	with	 a	 present	 attached	
to	 it.	 It	 was	 addressed	 to	 me	 and	 there	 was	 a	
letter	under	the	string	from	Santa	which	said	that	
Rupert	had	been	to	see	him	and	had	told	him	that	
I	was	not	really	selfish	and	that	he	had	given	me	
all	 those	 presents	 to	 see	 what	 I	 would	 do	 with	
them.	 Thanks	 to	 Rupert	 I	 realised	 that	 the	 best	
present	 is	 the	 happiness	 that	 comes	 from	 giving	
rather	 than	 receiving.	 I	 had	 a	 warm	 glow	 after	
reading	 that	 and	 another	 one	 after	 eating	 my	
mother’s	delicious	Christmas	dinner.	
	

Mike	Williams	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

 
Crumbs, I wonder 
what’s going to be 
revealed next? 
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Who’s	scared	of	Rupert?	
	

Extract	from	an	article	appearing	in	the	Guardian	back	in	2014,	unearthed	by	our	Librarian,	Louise:	
	

Ramsey	Campbell	and	Stephen	King	on	why	Rupert	Bear	and	Bambi	are	truly	terrifying.	
	

Horror	 novelists	 reveal	 the	 childhood	 tales	 that	 became	 unlikely	
inspirations,	 and	 why	 being	 scared	 out	 of	 our	 wits	 is	 a	 sublime	
experience.	
After	terrifying	readers	for	almost	four	decades	with	serial	murderers	
and	 hostile	 aliens,	 the	 multiple	 award-winning	 writer	 Ramsey	
Campbell	is	one	of	Britain’s	most	respected	fantasy	authors…		But	why	
did	Campbell	embark	upon	this	ghoulish	career?		Rupert	Bear.	
The	author	tells	how	a	Rupert	Bear	Annual	was	in	the	pillowcase	at	the	

end	 of	 his	 bed	 on	 Christmas	morning	
in	 1947,	 leaving	 him	 haunted	 by	 the	
story,	 Rupert’s	 Christmas	 Tree.	 	 “Rupert	 acquires	 a	 magical	 tree	 that	
decamps	 after	 the	 festivities	 and	 returns	 to	 its	 home	 in	 the	 woods,”	
remembers	Campbell.	 “Perhaps	 this	was	meant	 as	 a	 charming	 fantasy	
for	 children,	 but	 the	 details	 –	 the	 small	 high	 voice	 from	 the	 tree,	 the	
creaking	 that	 Rupert	 hears	 in	 the	 night,	 the	 trail	 of	 earth	 he	 follows	
from	the	tub	in	his	house,	above	all	the	prancing	silhouette	that	inclines	
towards	him,	the	star	 it	has	 in	place	of	a	head	–	are	surely	the	stuff	of	
adult	supernatural	fiction.	I	think	I	got	my	start	in	the	field	right	there,	
and	many	of	my	preoccupations	must	derive	from	my	early	childhood.”	

	

Alison	Flood,	Guardian	Books	Reporter,	October	2014	

	
...	but	other	people	have	been	positively	influenced	by	our	Little	Bear	–		
	
	
	
Novelist		
Lesley	Pearse	
says	that	she	
still	loves	him:	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

This	appeared	in	the	Daily	Mail	on	29	June	2018	

	
and	reader	 Jordy	Schaap	has	unearthed	this	quote	by	Julian	 Clary,	author,	 inter	alia,	of	 	 the	series	of	
children’s	books	The	Bolds,	in	answer	to	a	question	during	a	Guardian	webchat	back	on	30	July	2015:	
	

What	was	your	favourite	book	as	a	child?	Did	you	like	Paddington?	

Guardian contributor 
JulianClary1 
30 July 2015 1:47pm 

 

 

I was more of a Rupert the Bear kind of gal. Amazing things would happen to Rupert: 
giant birds would swoop down and fly him off to China when he'd only gone out for a 
stroll with Bill Badger. It was surreal. Aesthetically as well, he was a far more 
handsome bear than Paddington. 
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Followers	share	some	photographs	
	
We	 are	 always	 delighted	 to	 receive	 your	 photographs,	
showing	connections	to	Rupert.	
	
Here,	 Follower	 Clive	 Payne	 shares	 two	 lovely	 photos	 of	
daughter	Kylie	(a	lifelong	Rupert	fan),	one	proudly	showing	
some	of	her	Rupert	collection	and	one	where	she	met	Stella	
Parton	 (Dolly’s	 sister)	 in	 Nashvile	 when	 she	
was	6.			
	
	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	
Also,	David	Spicer	shares	an	image	(left)	of	his	granddaughter	in		
Sydney,	about	to	make	a	presentation	about	Rupert	at	her	school.		
Although	not	shown	here,	she	had	a	white	face	and	Rupert’s	ears.	
	
	
	
	

	
Some	free	advertising	for	a	Cafe	in	Ilfracombe	...		
	
and	why	not?	Obviously	a	big	Rupert	fan!	
	
Follower	Geoff	Warner	wrote:	
	
Discovered	 Dolly's	 Café	 @	 4	 The	
Promenade	 Ilfracombe,	 whilst	 looking	
for	somewhere	to	eat	whilst	on	holiday	
with	the	family	earlier	this	year.	
	

As	you	can	see	from	the	photographs,	it	
turned	out	the	owner	was	a	real	Rupert	
enthusiast.	
	

Not	 sure	 what	 fellow	
diners	 would	 have	
thought	 had	 they	
spotted	 me	 taking	
those	 displayed	 in	 the	
washrooms!!"	
	
	
	
Note:	Trip	Advisor	seem	to	rate	it	5	–	Ed			

	

 

 

 



NUTWOOD	NEWSLETTER	Number	101	Winter	2018	–	Page	24		
 
	

The	2018	Raffle	–	a	report	
	
It	 was	 'business	 as	 usual'	 this	 year,	 with	
applications	from	most	of	the	'regulars'	and	some	
new	 names,	 including	 an	 overseas	 lady	 who	
trusted	 the	 postal	 service	 with	 a	 £5	
note.	Postal	sales	were	virtually	on	a	par	with	last	
year,	but	accounted	this	time	for	79%	of	the	total	
as	 opposed	 to	 91%	 last	 year	 –	 so	 buyers	 on	 the	
day	 were	 more	 numerous	 –	 or	 generous	 –	 than	
previously.		
			The	 Star	 Prize	 was	 a	 framed	 original	 Stuart	
Trotter	 illustration,	 won	 by	 a	 postal	 applicant	
who	was	delighted	when	I	telephoned	to	confirm	
his	success	–	and	even	more	so	when	he	rang	 to	
report	 its	 safe	 arrival.	 Parcelling	 some	 of	 the	
prizes	 for	 dispatch	can	 prove	 somewhat	
challenging,	and	that	one	was	no	exception!	
			Other	 prizes	 included	 more	 of	 the	 gorgeous	
pairs	of	drawings	from	Rupert	and	the	White	Path	
so	 kindly	donated	by	 Jerry	Reynolds	 of	 Pedigree	
and	a	 selection	 of	 Tourtel	 images,	 coloured	 by	
Gina	 Hart,	 Gillian	 Chapman	 and	 Paul	 Schilling	
respectively.	 Anita	 Greenaway	 had	 been	
devotedly	 knitting	 for	 us	 as	 usual,	 and	 two	
members	kindly	donated	on	the	day	a	framed	pair	
of	 Rupert		 'phone	 card	 covers,	 one	 of	which	 had	
been	signed	by	the	illustrator	Gina	Hart.	
			Astonishingly,	 despite	 the	 ticket	 counterfoils	
being	 stirred	 and	 churned	 (by	 me	 every	 time	 I	
processed		a		new		batch)			and		by			various		Raffle	
	
	

	
Elves	 on	 the	 day,	three	 people	won	 two	prizes	 –	
and,	 unprecedentedly,	three	 even	 luckier	 postal	
purchasers	won	three!	
			Sadly,	I	had	to	notify	three	postal	applicants	that	
they'd	been	too	 late	as	their	 forms	arrived	at	my	
house	after	I	had	left	 for	Warwick.		To	avoid	risk	
of	disappointment	–	once	you	have	 filled	 in	your	
form	 and	 written	 out	your	 cheque	 –	DON'T	 put	
them	 on	 one	 side,	 for	 later,	 but	POST	 them	right	
away.	

Chief	Raffle	Gnome,	
Valerie	Haworth	

	
Note:	Several	of	the	Committee	and	Workers	arrive	
in	 Warwick	 on	 the	 Thursday	 to	 prepare	 the	 Big	
Day	 for	you,	hence	 the	 importance	of	ensuring	we	
receive	everything	in	plenty	of	time	–	Ed	
	

	
	
Supplement	23	–	a	correction	

	
Phil	Toze	has	pointed	out	to	us	that	we	have	included	reprint	dates	
for	 “Rupert	 and	 Neptune’s	 Lake”	 (P46)	 on	 page	 33	 of	 the	
Supplement	 23	 issued	 with	 NN100	 when	 in	 fact	 it	 was	 never	
reprinted.	 	 The	 reprint	 dates	 noted	 refer	 to	 “Rupert	 and	 the	
Nutwood	Rug”	(P10),	and	are	not	relevant	here.		
	

“Rupert	 and	 Neptune’s	 Lake”	 was	 reduced	 from	 an	 original	 40	
episodes	to	38	episodes	due	to	a	printer’s	dispute	as	noted	on	the	
Contents	page	of	Supplement	23.	 	Phil	has	examples	of	the	full	40	
episodes	of	the	story	obtained	on	a	visit	to	the	Newspaper	Library	
in	 Collingdale.	 	 If	 any	 Follower	 would	 like	 further	 information	
please	get	in	touch	with	Phil.	 	His	contact	details	are	noted	on	the	
last	page	of	the	calendar.		

John	Beck	
	
	

 

																									Raffle	and	Tombola	stall 
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It	 was	 a	 strange	 old	 meeting	 for	 a	 couple	 of	
reasons.			
			Firstly,	 one	 of	 our	 gang	 was	 absent.	 Valerie	
Haworth	was	 unwell	 and	 unable	 to	 attend,	 so	 it	
felt	strange,	Valerie	not	being	there.		Anyway,	we	
were	 thinking	 of	 her	 and	 raised	 glasses	 to	 her	
good	health.		Well,	they	were	mugs	of	tea	actually,	
but	the	sentiment	was	there.		
			The	 other	 reason	 was	 a	 much	 happier	 one	 in	
that	 we	were	 delighted	 to	 welcome	 for	 the	 first	
time	members	Ian	and	Janet.	
			So	 that	 we	 could	 all	 get	 to	 know	 each	 other	
properly,	 Shirley	 had	 created	 name	 tags	 with	
pictures	of	Rupert	or	one	of	his	chums	alongside	
the	name.		This	led	to	inevitable	banter	about	how	
appropriate	it	was	that	so-and-so	had	an	image	of	
Willie	 Mouse	 or	 Billy	 Goat.	 Regular	 followers	 of	
this	 column	will	 know	 that	 these	 gatherings	 are	
less	 a	 specifically	 Ruperty	 meeting	 than	 a	
gathering	of	chums,	who	met	through	Rupert	but	
are	now	simply	good	mates	who	thoroughly	enjoy	
our	bi-annual	get-togethers.	Ian	and	Janet	fitted	in	
a	treat	and	we	look	forward	to	seeing	them	at	the	
Spring	 gathering.	 They	were	 amazed	 at	 Shirley’s	
collection	 –	 but	 then	 Shirley’s	 collection	 is	
amazing.	
			Instead	 of	 the	 usual	 Rupert-based	 quiz,	 for	 a	
change	 this	 one	was	 general	 knowledge.	 	 It	 was	
very	hard.		Eric,	make	the	next	one	easier	please.		
			We	 gossiped,	 we	 dined	well,	 we	 threw	 around	
ideas	 for	 the	 Big	 Annual	 Meeting	 planned	 for	
2020	 which	 will	 be	 passed	 on	 to	 the	 2020	 sub-
committee,	 and	 after	 a	 long	 and	 chilled-out	
afternoon,	we	wended	our	way	home.	
	

Lily	Duckling	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Not	much	food	left!		Thank	you	for	a	lovely	day,	to	
Shirley,	Eric	and	Paul.	

	

Ephemera	Corner	
	

A	disappointing	Christmas	gift?		
	

The	Rupert	Rotadraw	was	the	ultimate	con	for	any	child	expecting		
something	Ruperty,	as	although	the	box	cover	features	Rupert	and		
chums,	the	content	is	not	Rupert	related	at	all.		It	contains	just	a		
standard	Rotadraw	set	and	was	no	doubt		major	disappointment	to		
any	true	Rupert	lover	receiving	this	as	a	gift.			
	

Rotadraw	was	the	1969	Educational	Toy	of	the	Year.	
	

The	Ephemera	Archive	Elf	
	

 

	

Rupert	Christmas	Cards	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Christmas	Card	Packing	Elves	
 

This	 year	 the	
Christmas	 Card	
Packing	 Elves	 were	
joined	 by	 Glynis,	 and	
between	 us	 we	
packed	 95	 packs	 of	
cards,	 so	 many	
thanks	 to	 her	 for	her	
help.	 Each	 pack	 has	 15	

assorted	 cards,	 with	
envelopes,	 and	 we	
hope	 you	 will	 be	
pleased	 with	 them.	
They	 appear	 in	 the	
Sales	 Catalogue	
enclosed	 with	 this	
edition,	so	do	include	
some	 packs	 in	 your	
Christmas	shopping.	
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Membership	Renewals	–	payment	methods	
If	your	membership	of	the	Followers	is	due	for	renewal	it	will	have	said	so	on	the	address	label	of	your	
Newsletter,	and	a	renewal	form	will	have	been	enclosed.	Renewal	methods:	
	
	w By	post	with	a	cheque		
	
	

	w On-line	banking	(set	up	the	Followers	as	
								someone	to	pay	money	to,	using	the	Sort	
								Code,	Account	number	and	Reference	
								opposite)	
	
	

	w PayPal	–	go	to	our	website	
									www.rupertbear.co.uk	and	log		
								into	the	Members’	area.	If	you	do	not	yet	
								have	a	password,		
								please	e-mail	Tony	Stanford	at		
								membership@rupertbear.co.uk		and	he	will	e.mail	one	to	you.	
	

	
	

 NUTWOOD WINTER POSTBOX 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Thank	 you	 for	 a	 super	 Summer	 Nutwood	 and	
Supplements	 etc.	 	 I	 noticed	 Mr	 Bear	 is	 a	 stamp	
collector.		He	is	also	a	keen	gardener.	
We	know	Rupert	has	a	camera	and	I	wonder	who	
else	in	Nutwood	has	a	hobby?		Maybe	‘Eagle-eyed”	
Followers	can	spot	others.	
I	can	almost	hear	Mr	Bear	saying	“That	my	boy	is	a	
mint	Penny	Red”.	
	

John	Holt	
	
	

 

	

Bank:																								Barclays	
Branch:																				Business	Direct	Support	Central	
Sort	Code:																20-45-45	
Account	number:		23593940	
Account	name:						
																										The	Followers	of	Rupert	membership	
Reference:														Your	membership	no.		
																						(This	is	printed	on	the	NN	address	label)	
	

	

IMPORTANT	NOTICE	
	

2019	Annual	Meeting	in	Warwick	
	
Although	 for	many	 years	 now	our	Annual	 Fun	Day	 and	AGM	at	Warwick	
School	 has	 been	 the	 weekend	 of	 the	 August	 Bank	 Holiday,	 this	 year	 the	
school	 is	not	able	 to	accommodate	us	 that	weekend	and	so	our	Big	Event	
will	take	place	on		
	

Saturday	10th	August	2019	
	

We	 are	 obviously	 disappointed	 about	 this,	 but	 it	 is	 entirely	 beyond	 our	
control	and	we	hope	that	this	early	notice	will	enable	our	regular	attenders	
to	make	any	necessary	changes	to	their	plans	–	and	in	fact	we	hope	that	the	
change	of	date	might	enable	more	of	you	to	come	along. 
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I	 have	 noticed	 over	 many	 years	 and	 many	
Annuals,	 Rupert	 seems	 to	 be	 the	 only	 one	 with	
both	 mother	 and	 father.	 	 All	 the	 other	 chums	
appear	 to	 have	 only	 one	 parent;	 on	 the	 rare	
occasions	 we	 ever	 see	 any	 of	 them.	 	 Have	 the	
others	been	brought	up	with	only	one	parent	–	or	
possibly	 the	 male	 parent	 (we	 only	 ever	 seem	 to	
see	 mothers	 of	 the	 others)	 is	 working	 whenever	
Rupert	happens	to	bump	into	one	or	other	chum’s	
Mother.	 	 I	 wonder	 why	 Alfred	 Bestall,	 and	 later	
illustrators	 have	 not	 used	 the	 adult	 members	 of	
the	 families	 more.	 	 Billy	 Goat	 doesn’t	 appear	 to	
have	either	parent;	 the	Wise	Old	Goat	appears	 to	
be	 an	 uncle,	 or	 some	 other	 relative.	 	 Other	 male	
adults	do	appear	from	time	to	time	related	to	the	
others,	but	we	aren’t	sure	 if	 they	are	an	uncle,	or	
cousin,	or	a	distant	relative,	rather	than	a	father.	
Some	food	for	thought.	
	

Chris	Rabey	
	
A	few	thoughts	on	Roger	Coombes'	article	'Where	
is	Nutwood	Church?'			
			I	 think	 the	 first	 comment	 is	 that	were	Nutwood	
not	to	have	a	church	(ie	 it's	been	deliberately	 left	
out)	this	itself	would	reflect	a	religious	statement	
on	Bestall's	part	because	it	would	make	Nutwood	
unusual.	 A	 church	 is	 a	 regular	 and	 expected	
landmark	in	any	English	village	and	the	structures	
Roger	mentions	 do	 seem	 to	 fulfil	 this	 need.	 They	
would	certainly	be	taken	as	such	by	children,	who	
would	 have	 no	 knowledge	 of	 manor	 houses.	 I	
certainly	regarded	the	tower	at	the	end	of	Rupert	
and	Uncle	Grizzly	as	a	church	tower	when	I	was	six	
and	 it	 was	 for	 children	 Bestall	 was	 writing.	 That	
1949	Annual	also	has	a	church	tower	prominent	in	
the	 heart	 of	 a	 village	 in	 the	 Queer	 Street	 puzzle,	
which	formed	the	cover	of	the	2017	Calendar.	
			An	 unequivocal	 reference	 to	 a	 church	 comes	 at	
the	 beginning	 of	 Rupert	 and	 the	 Iron	 Key	 (1943	
Annual)	 when	 Rupert	 runs	 over	 to	 nearby	
Honeyfield	 for	groceries.		A	spire	 is	evident	as	he	
approaches	 the	 village	 and	 is	 confirmed	 in	 the	
text:	 'As	 the	 village	 comes	 in	 sight,	 with	 its	 little	
church	spire	 .	 .	 .'	(p64).		No	doubt	there	then,	and	
interesting	that	Bestall	puts	it	in	as	a	landmark.	If	
he	 was	 determined	 not	 to	 have	 a	 church	 in	
Nutwood,	why	go	out	of	his	way	to	mention	one	in	
a	neighbouring	village?	

			As	 to	 its	 position,	 the	 panoramic	 scene	 that	
forms	 the	 endpapers	 to	 the	 1967	 Annual	 shows	
the	 tower	 to	be	 in	 the	midst	of	 the	village.		Were	
the	tower	to	be	part	of	a	manor	house,	one	would	
expect	 the	 local	squire	 to	 live	 there	but	 in	Rupert	
and	 the	 Squire	 in	 the	 1978	 Annual,	 the	 squire	 is	
seen	on	his	way	to	the	village,	where	the	tower	is	
again	 evident,	 for	 a	 specific	 purpose	(p39).	 He	
clearly	does	not	live	there.		
	

		
	

			The	fact	 that	we	never	see	a	vicar	 in	Nutwood	I	
regard	 as	 of	 no	 significance	 whatever.	 Bestall's	
purposeful	 exclusion	 of	 religion	 from	 his	 stories	
would	preclude	any	such	character	and	any	close	
proximity	 to	 a	 religious	 building	 but	 does	 not	
mean	that	a	church	 is	not	 there	simply	as	part	of	
the	necessary	background	–	the	point	at	issue	has	
always	been	whether	Nutwood	possesses	a	church	
at	 all,	 not	whether	 this	 is	 of	 any	 relevance	 to	 the	
stories.	 	 One	 can,	 therefore,	 endorse	 Roger's	
second	 hypothesis	 in	 this	 respect	 –	 'part	 of	 his	
vision	 of	 the	 quintessentially	 English	 rural	
backdrop'	–	but	not	the	first.	
			Lastly,	 like	 Roger,	 I	 also	 'abhor	 the	 dogma	 and	
ceremony'	of	 religions,	which	may	be	one	 reason	
why	 I	 joined	 the	 most	 recent,	 the	Baha'i	 Faith,	
which	eschews	them.	
	

John	Lester	
	

	

Send	your	letters,	articles	and	pictures	to:	
																						The	Editor,	Nutwood	Newsletter,	29	Mill	Road,	Lewes.	Sussex	BN7	2RU		
																																																									or	e.mail	to							beck3861@gmail.com							
																					*note:	this	is	a	new	e.mail	address,	replacing	older	ones	no	longer	in	use*	

Keep	 your	 letters	 and	 contributions	 to	 the	
Newsletter	coming	–		
	

and	on	that	note		
																													the	Editor	and	
																																						Lily	the	Newsletter	Elf	
																																											wish	all	Followers	a	
																																								Merry	Christmas	and	a	
																																																Happy	New	Year.	
																																																		See	you	in	2019	–	
																																																						remember	the	
																																																									earlier	date	… 
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The	image	on	the	cover	is	from	Rupert	and	the	Winter	Woolly	
in	the	1965	Annual	

The	image	above	is	taken	from	Adventure	Series	11	  
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