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Rupert books have pictures, rhyming couplets and the complete story; An early Rupert book, along with a

Rupert Annual.

of around 1,500. Currently
we have about 600 active

members.”
John explained that
there are numerous

benefits of being a member
of the Followers of Rupert.
He said, “You get three
Nutwood Newsletters per
year which are packed
with quality articles and
news, plus a supplement
where we re-produce some
of the stories that haven’t
been read before.

“Members can also
buy Rupert merchandise,
which is only available
to members, things like
Rupert calendars, John
Harrold’s Nutwood Map,
christmas cards, new
stories by John Harrold -
available only to members.
Plus, you can come to the
annual AGM and festival,
held in early September
at Warwick University
Buildings. This includes
talks, workshops, stalls
and dealers selling Rupert
ephemera and an annual
Gala Dinner. People can
stay over if they want
— there’s usually about
100 that stay for the Gala
Dinner.

“There are four levels
of subscriptions, so people
can choose which is right
for them. And by being a
member and sharing these

things, we’re Kkeeping
Rupert alive for future
generations to enjoy.”
Former membership
Secretary Tony Griffin
who has been featured
in  Collectors Gazette
before reminded us about
the pleasure people get
from being a part of the
Followers of Rupert. Tony
said, “I think, the charm
of the Rupert stories is
that the little bear went
all over the world and was
still back in time for tea.
People like the quirkiness
of Rupert. He was
quintessentially English,
and I think Rupert reminds
us of a gentler time when
people had more respect.
“The nice thing about
Rupert stories is that there
are pictures, rhyming
couplets and the complete
story. You have different
levels, so it appealed to
readers of all abilities
and interests. They
could just look at the
pictures, or look at
the pictures and the

speech, or read the
fuller story.
“Followers of Rupert

come from all walks of
life, although the age
group is mainly 40s, S0s,
60s and above; and
we have people in all
professions including

doctors and professors.
Paul McCartney is an
honorary member. People
are often surprised when
they discover wus, and
very often say things like:
Where have you been all
my life?”

“The way I think about
Rupert toys and books is
that we are -custodians.
We have these things for
a while and take care of
them, then they pass on to
someone else.” CG
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Tony Griffin with some of his Rupert collection.
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Rupert figurine.
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- @ Rupert Bear is the longest running children’s comic character

~ inthe world. He is eight years older than Micky Mouse, six
years ahead of Winnie the Pooh, and 38 years older than
Paddington Bear.

. © In Rupert'’s heyday of the 1950s around 1.8 million Rupert
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To become a Follower of Rupert, please visit:
https://followersofrupertbear.co.uk/
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