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Introduction and acknowledgements

¢dzO1 SR gl @& G GKS 020 (BRaty Egpiessi FKNovemtRY1$20,Q &
amidst advertisements for lingerie, advice on how to choose a caaeeisuggestions for
serving up a breakfast without egdbke following, somewhat indifferentines ofverse
appeared:

Two jolly bears once lived in a wood; She wanted honey, fruit and eggs,
Their little son lived ther e too. And told him no to stray,

One day his mother sent him off For many things might happen to
The marketing to do. Small bears who lost their way.

Not up tothe standards ofhelly, Tennysoror Browning perhapghough with some tacet
acknowledgement to South&y&tory of the Three Beagsvhomthe poetdescribel asa
very goodnatured, trusting, harmless, tidy, and hospitaltdi® livingtogether in a house in
the woods

But what meesthese lines memorables their Little Lost Bear. o
accompaniment to a truly innovative illustration LA

AYOUNRRdAzOAY3a | ySg OKI
literature. Showing apicture of domestic
cosinesg; with an animated Mrs Bear giving
instructions to her rather baggpoking young
son, while Mr Bear looks on, leanisgmewhat
nonchalantly against the front door frame and
smoking his pipe there is no sign of the many
things that mightand indeed d, happen to the
Little Bear in this and the ensuing 85 or more
stories that stemmed from the peyof Maryand

Two jolly bears once lived ma wood, She wanted honey, fruil, and cggs

Therr little son Iived there oo, And lold him not fo stray,
HerbertTourtel ) One day his mother sent him off | for many things mughl‘ happen fo
* The markehing lo do. Small bears who logl the way. o

Rupert Bear had arrivegland is, thankfully, still with us 103 years later. And now that we
have settled down &ter the extensive celebrations of the centenary of his creation, it is time
to commemorate another significamvent¢ that of the 150" anniversary of the birth of the

[ A GGt SriginaBlludidas and to redress the relative neglect of, and shed more of the

limelightontaG KS adzoadl yaAl f 2 Lddzén To kdt énd thigs & dzSR FNR Y

Compendium presents aynopsisf all Tourtel@ Ryert Bear storieganda few others)that
appeared in theDaily Expressver the period 8 November 192@7 June 1935, with the
aim ofincreasingawareness and appreciation of her artigntagination,skill andstyle.

But what were the essential features of the original Rupert Bear adventures that helped to
ensure his longevi¢ KS RA&AO02dzNAS 2y al NB ¢2dz2NL St |
follows this introduction attempts to set out the reasons for the phenometwthose
Followers more familiar with the imagand character of Rupert as portrayed by Alfred
Bestall and his successoBit here, as a tasterthe author can do no betten summarisng
theSaaSyOS 27F thanhdaiepdaQierecipepeimbBidby MargaretBlountin

her bookAnimal Landwritten around the time of theA G G € S "bithd & p n
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Gel 1S F FLEANE GFfS FNBY DNAYYZI cAyBhe®T GKS
Golden Goofe PhélBrog Brid@ Rumplestiltizki@d® ! RR (G2 (GKA&a az2yYsS
glamour ofThe Arabian Night&ith some of themagic and mysterious qualities and

knightly heroism of the King Arthur cycle. Then add a homely taste of folk talee Dilu

the effect with a contemporary setting or framework. Blend these ingredients very

smoothly. Express the result in drawings of beautiful, accurate detail, with no

cartoon facetbusness, and then ration the dose to a picture a day, ensuring that

addictswill always demand more and you have the Rupert Bear adventures of the

twenties and thirties, and some of the reasons why he enjowed still enjoys, such
4dz00Saa YR Ll2LzZ I NR(Ge dé

In preparing thisSompendium the author is more than pleased to aciwledge the help

and assistance of several peoglsomemore knowinglygiven than othersinparticular,
thanksmust be given toJohn Bckfor hisencouragement and advice on the best way of
releasing thelompendiumi KS C2f ft 26 SNBRQ [ AONI NAkg 9t AT 685
authorin the right direction to access the few Tourtel stories not otherwidgisrown

collection; and Howard Smith for his insights into all matters Tourtel (both Mary and

Herbert). Much also has been learn@hd borrowed)rom the several excellent published
sources of material about Maypotablyiny D S 2 NAH!IS .t SINFEBE0 Swartfasd

| 2 6 NR Th&Rupek Beiar Dosslery R | 2 BupextRi@ Bear Factsan

w2 0 A YTheRUge#& Comparipand the aforementionea | NH I NB (Animé&l Raddy (i Q &
The author has also gleaned some useful facts and opinions freeading through the

cC2ftf 26SNEQ tothe NutwhdiNeualeftePoyetithe past twenty years€onstant
reference to the latest edition of thRupert Indexompiled by John Beck and Pamela

Stones proved invaluabl&lany thanks to one and all.



al NBE ¢ 2 dzNJiilistrator w dzLIS NI Q &

Mary Tourtelwas born Mary Caldwell in 1874 in Canterbury, the youngest of thirteen
children born to Samuel and Sarah Caldwealough only seven of her siblings (four
brothers and three sisters) survived childhood. She was, however, born into what was a
clearly artistic family Father Samuelas a stone mason and staingthss designer who,
23S0 KSNJ ypingekt bratheN@ S0 Samyelvorked extensivelyn the windows

of Canterbury Cathedr& while eldest brother Edmund found fame as illustrator of
childrerQ Books and animal painter who not only exhibited at the Royal Academy but
whose pictures painted whilst living 8outh Africa are still on display in Cape Town.

Mary also loved drawingnd is likelyto have been exposed to the workslafother Edmund

in her early yearsnlher teensshestudied art locally at the Simon Langton School for Girls
where her talent was sufficiently well recognised to earn herself a place at the Sidney
Cooper School of Art (then in Canterbury and now part of the University for the Creative
Arts) and thence, ahe age of 23, at the Royal College of Art in South Kensington.

She was always an outstanding student, picking up prizes and earning awards all along the

gl & RdAdzZNAY3I GKSAS FT2NXVIGAQGS &SIFENERX Yz2ad y20l 0
Prize for Design in 1891; a National Book Prize in 1893 awarded by ThonesGidiper

w! KAYaStFT GKS O20SGSR Wt NAyOSaa 2F 2FfSaQ
Mayor of Canterbury, George Collard in 1894; the Owen Jones Medal (for colour design) in

1898; and the Rosa Bonheur Prize (for animal painting) in 1900.

The periods of training at thedhey Coopeschool and the RA were likely to have been

LI NG AOdzE F NI @ Ay TFEdzSyidAalt 2y al NBEQa FNIGA&AGAO
local Canterbury boy) was a celebrated artist of animal landscapeasticularly featuring
cattle andsheeg Sy 2 dz3K (G2 SINYy KAYaStF GKS SLAGK
with the National Book PriZer Design and Figure Compositiora SS W2 Ky . SO
Nutwood NewsletteNo. 116) Cooper must have recognised a kindred sguliireover, in
winning the Rosa Bonheur prize, Mary would have no doubt been influenced by the French
FNOGA&GGQa OSNEBE AYRAQDGARIzZFE adetSo

Si v
Qa I

Standing at the back Edmund, Samuel Snr
Samuel Jnr and Mary

al NEQa blridAz2yl f




/ 22 1JSNRa 029

. 2y KSdzNDa
William Cody

LJZ

@One of the mosfrank,
interesting, candid girls | have

SOSNI YSi¢ o

O2ft SOUA2Y 27F

¢ KNES a

9RYdzyy RQ&

While studying at the Royal College of Art she met
her future husband, Herbert Bird Tourtel, an aspiring
but struggling poet from Guernsey (and the 150
anniversary of whose birth is also being celebrated in
2024) who in 1898, at the suggestion of publisher
Lord Hamilton, was looking for a talented artist to
illustrate some of his, as yet, unpublished poems.

Once introduced to her, Herbert was smitten with
Mary, not only as an artist but as a soulmatéhanks
G2 126FNR { YAGKQA NBASINOK ¢
AY KAa RIFEANE F2N 6KBwd al NOK
Miss Caldwell in S Kensington. She is a most beautiful
girl ¢ 6A daughter of the Gods, divinely tall and most
divinely faiE wlj dz2 G A y 3 F NEhe'Lady SfyShalot 2 y Q &
Her illustrations to my poems are simply sple Qi

later recorded that8he is one of the most frank,
interesting, candid girlsHave ever me®@ ®dthid A

months they were engaged and were duly married in
September the following year once Herbert had

started earning a regular salary as a -|ditor for the

Daily ExpressVhile Herbert progressively gained
promotion to the position first of Night Editor and

then Deputy Editor at th&xpressMary enhanced

her growing reputation as a freelance artist and
AffdzZAGNI 02N 2F OKAf RNByQa

z

au

At the turn of the new century, with the assistance of Herbert, she was commissioned by
publisher Grant Richards to illustrate two of the series of Dumpy Books for Chikltéorse
Book(no. 10 in series) was published in 1901 followed bg Three Little Foxéso. 21) in

1903. (Somewhat ironically, Grant Richards was the same publisher that had earlier rejected

a2YS 2F I SNOPSNIQa LIR2S{INE DO
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KICKING WILLINGNESS

These two are very much dismayed Although this horse is doing all he can to drag
To see the fuss their horse has made heavy load up the hill, the lazy boy who is walkif
Because this dog in playful mood besidehim, with one hand in his pocket, beats hi
Barked in a manner rather rude. cruelly with the stick which he carries. The boy is t
silly or too careless to see how willingly the horse
It is a thing some horses do working.

Until the driver makes them rue
Their fits of temper. Then they say
That kicking doesn

The first of these comprised a number of excellent colour illustrations featuring horses in
different stages of their development, characteristics and behaviour, each accompanied by
a short descriptive narrativehow thought to have been written by Herlig¢g some in short
rhyming couplets, others in prose

The second narrated a far more Nutwoatlyle story (entirely
in prose) about three foxedRingoe, Bingoe and Lubiler)
search of an adventure, who rescue the Fox Princess from
clutches of the evil Bear Ogre. It featured a mix of characte
and scenariog including anthropomorphicabbits, kings,

j dzSSya yR OFradfsSa GKIG g2
trademarkin the years to come.

b al NBQa

D)

Both titles proved to be a great succeand Grant Richards subsequently invited Mary to

produce a story for the 1903 edition of HisK A f R NJB yhatalso! inglytidd-aftwork from
20KSNI Affdzad NI G2NARS y2Gl06f& CNIyl | INI FyR 2
Princess Bunnp which the daughter of the Rabbit King wanders off into the garden of a

wicked witchin the guise of a black wolind gets into all sorts of trouble beforekandly

frog comes to her rescudll the ingredients of an embryonic Rupadventureare there as

indeedthey were in the story that Mary etributed to the 1904 edition of thé KA f RNBy Q&

Annually gKAOK | fAGGES . dzyye Aa GNILIISR o0& | 4
house where she findbata KS A& 2y (GKS YSydz F2NJ 6KS F2EQa
a2dzy R 2F | KdzyGayYlyQa K2Nyo

John Beckas kindlyreproducedthesestoriesin issues 99 and 102 of théutwood
Newsletterrespectively.

11



Bunny and kindly frog Bunny and wicked frog

Mary was subsequently commissioned to contribute to thg
FANBOG 0221 Ay Llzo fHurdipky &ndpty y
Bookseries, published in 1902 in which she illustrated a
collection of nursery rhyme3reherne and Co. were
suitably impressed enough to invite Mary to illustrate two
GAGE Sa Ay GKS SiihpBdboRsQa & A 3

Accordingly, no.1 in the seri€ld King Cole and other Nursery Rhy(reguding

illustrations to accompany LigMiss Muffet, Little Jenny Wren, Six Little Mice Sat Down to

Spin, and Bye Bye Baby Bunting) and ndhé, Rabbit Boglensued in 1904The latter, in

particular, reflectedd KS GF 2GS F2NJ OdziS yAYlFf OKIF NI OGSNE
by the growing popularity of Beatrix Potievhose tales oPeter Rabbiand Squirrel Nutkin

hadonly recently been published

¢CNBKSNYySQa { ThzRadbitBacR|{ b2d n The pirated edition

THE STRANGE ADVENTURES OF BILLY RABBIT

v o
Billy sat in (he seat of hoosur, weat o Mrs. Squrrl.

During tea
ery happy and merry.

e Do s to o b down on

They 18 30 1o €turend v, st Mo Halpsba, who rd besel
by, kawwing hat e Jickly cout would st M. The Sy G o
6o, (0 1 Med wiy alved, and (20 Bobt an Mthe 204 M,

Thestorywaslater pirated by US publishers MA
Donahue of Chicago in 1908der the titleThe
Strange Adventures of Billy Rablwpiesof
subsequent editionsf whichare still available
from specialist booksellers.

et o T ————
S 00 o o3 o e M. s M. o it e s il
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Possibly less familiao Followesisan edition of William

/ 2 ¢ LIBounécomic balladA Diverting History of John Gilpin

that Tourtelillustrated for Treherne in 1910. Though the book

KFrR mnn LI 3Sa FyR AyOfdzZRSRiton 27F
was only 3 inches by 2 inches in dimension and was encased in a
cover resembling a Bryant and May matchbox so that, as

suggested by Howard Smith, ladies could read the book

discretely in public.

C2dzNISE X Ay FILOGzT AffdzaAGNI 0221
Wal G OK 0 2 E @BGMabib&aok coinptiSng a series| [
of postagestamp sized colour pictures illustrating the differer]
letters of the alphabet, and a similarly sized book of nursery
rhymes, includinghe Frog he would-8/ooing go

It is, therefore, perhaps not surprisirtigat eyes should focus
on Mary Tourtewhen, in 1919Paily Expres&ditor, RD
Blumenfeld(at the instigation of owner Lord Beaverbrook)
order to revive flagging postvar salesvas looking for a

OK A f R NJanfhipiomarphNdhitmhl character that could
rivalthe5 | A £ € Teddy Xdil, @& || A f € THgerNIhRaMIha Bruin Boys, succeeded
by Pip, Squeak and Wilfrethe5 | A £ & BoBbyBdarRn@the5 | A f & JapBepand) &
the Arkubs

e 2 VLILLGEA.
the | 100

Herbert, now Deputy Editor, had been e ‘When Animals Work.
charged with the job of finding aartist & No. 27.—Mr. Stork, the Salicitor,

who couldproduce a competitive 2=
character,and thus it waperhaps
inevitable thathis wifeshould be the one | Wi
appointedto do so,particularly ashehad | "
already been employed by the newspapq ‘s
to produceWhen Animals Worg a daily | 3™
series of illustrationsvith accompanying | i

humorousverse(written by Herbert) i

depicting different animals employed in g *%

variety of human occupationssuch as i

Miss Mouse the dressmaker, Mrs Porkel *

the laundress, Mr Frog the dancing AY. bos

master, and Mr Stork the solicitor. "W D jdvelectirenn

will, W ;
v of] . . But don't make your charges as Jong s your bill." S !
5 ' ) : [AU Rights. Reverced. |

(Incidentally, reproductions of thesnimals at Workllustrations are currently being
occasionallyeatured in theRupert in the Daily Expre€s2 f 2 4 SN A& { dzLJLJX SYSy
Nutwood NewsletterAt the time of going to pnt the latest Supplement (no. 43) features

The Wolf as Forester (no.18 in the series) and Mr Rhino, the Blacksmith (no.25.)

13



Readers liked this feature so much thderbert negotiated
a contract withSefton Fabricto produce handkerchiefs
featuring images of the characters. In one of these an
embryonic Rupert and his mother are embroidered, with
Mrs Bear replete with a polkdotted dress

al NB KFIR Ffa2 KSfLSR G2 f I @S ND N
paper theSunday Expreds/ producing a series of

drawings under the titlén Bobtail Landhat had run (or

LISNKI LJa GKFG akKz2dzZ R 0SS WK AE Y2y

And so, on 8 November 1920, the first episode of The Daily Expressthiténen strip

appeared in printThe original title was 'Little Lost Bedbout theheading of the first
illustrationidentifies him asRuperfY; a namechosenit seemsby Herbert after the poet

wdzLISNII . NR 21 S3 ¢ K2 aBasané dilbislfaRobrifesntiécl, § se¢nist RA S ND
that the name Rupert had been the most popular liinths of boys registered at Somerset

House in 1919.

Despite the intention that the Little Bear character should help Expressompete with its

NAGFE ySgaLll LISNAZ wdzLJSNIG Qa | LIS NI y G (0 KNP dz3
some days he might be referred to in the text but not seen in the framed illustration (in

O2y UNJ ad G2 .SaidlrftftQa adGg2NASa F2N) sKAOK GKSN
every daily episode), while on other occasions there would, for sottended periods, be

no Rupert story at all, and he was replaced by othergypial characters

T o s | { 2YS 2F G0KSAS g2dd R Ffaz2 68
Jvtarrgot the J\'txdget : %5‘;‘723' as Margot the Midgetthe do_gAIgernonand Fathe_r

"?éi oy Christmas), while at other times the gaps were filled
ol % (N w\\"‘\“‘f‘ w | with storylines by ot_her illustrators as a r(_asult of

4,5 *1' AL | Mary not always being able to meet the tight

3. | deadlines imposed on helt seems, therefore, that
during these early months there may have been little
confidence among th&xpres$osses that Rupert
would become an endearing and enduring character.
But from aroundthe mid-decadeonwards the

regular day patternbecamefirmly established with
only the occasional deviation thereaftdRupert was
here to stay.

ey
‘

ITEEEY

Likemany othercomicstrips at the time(such as Teddy Tail followed a standard format,
with the text (in this casén the form ofquatrainsnow believed to have been written by
Herberf setbeneath the illustration. Howevennlike some others (Pip, Squeak and Wilfred,
and Tiger Tinfior example), Mary eschewed conversation bubbles, and relied only on the
verse and the creativity of her illustrations to carry the narrative.

14



Pip, Squeak and Wilfred Teddy Tail ¢ 2dzNI St Qa wdzLIS NI

TEDDY TAIL'S SCHOOL.

Again.

Rupert And The Mapie Toy Man.

No, 16~Rupert Invited To Stay The Night

By Mary Tearlei

Y/ THOUGHT7 YO ELL~H ~HUA
DIDN T LIk THIS ONE=
FARIRY
S7ORIES.

P2

B, HE HFD 7O HOM/T 70 SQUERK
THIT 17 WS RETHER EXTITING, m::pi::llid";{vu, the door opened most aied the
a

and as the Doclor and I
As

wrreR !

RuperQd | R & &xyeindddNGaa average of around 45 daily episodes eafcive
discount the very much shorter interludes over each Christmas perimd with a modal
length of 58 episoded he style and detail of her illustratioqssery muchreflectingthe

Tt @2 dzNJ tarytdllisgNdtiSitsl E&ireéng Gothic and even at times gruesome
overtonesg have been discussed by severtammentatorsand need naletailed
elaboration hereBut perhapsan overview of the essential features of her approach may
help readers appreciate more the quality of the stories that follow in @isipendium.

The richness of her dwangs encompassesfrequent
fantasticalpotpourri of fairies, impsgnomeswizards, (S e
witches, ogresaged hagsenchanted gardensnedieval '
royalty and theircourtsand castles Inspiration was no
doubt taken from the fairy tales of Hans Anderson and
the Brothers GrimmMarywas not averse to a certain
amount of plagiarism andjuite possiblyArthur

wl O Kdistin€@idem comT A f € dza G NJF G A
fairy tales in particular, could have provided visual
stimulation.And, of coursethe influence of Herbert, oy
K2 KAYaStF 41 & YdzOK Ayl DNA Y'Y
stories, as well as having a passiontfe literature of hyd 2F whk Ol KIYQa &
Guernsey and Norse mythology, should also be DNAYY&Q (1tS 2F wq
recognised. wS& VI NRQ

y FRRAGAZ2Y (2 wdzLIS NIMarg illustitEdaihol&dugpéttarycast of Yy R | f f
animals, both anthropomorphic and naturals well as human characters (and not

forgetting the Wise Old Goabf coursg. Keen Followers of Rupert will be all too familiar

with them.

A keycharactersticof ¢ 2 dzNIi St Q& & G2 NA SEi 86 [25F (WdB.ISDIIyOR G HKy2 (Y
somewhattime-lockedNutwood and the strange acceptanaeithin this safedomestic

environment of the surrealjuxtapositionof a plethora ofexatic charactersscenaric and

timelines.It not uncommon irearlytwentieth century Nutwood to find people from the

Middle Ages wandering around without arousiegenthe faintest surprise or interest from

the localresidents(or from the reader) Andthen Rupert is whisked awagt the drop of a

15



hat (literally a Magic Hat in one adventur) a parallel universe of strangmysterious and
even frighteninglestinations far and neaywith equal acceptance.

As George Perry hasobseryadr N2 Qa adeftS ¢la aoOKz2ftFNIie |yR
academic art school education that she had received. Shantiagately familiarwith

period costume design and decoration such that her courtiers and knights, princesses and
beggarwomen alike were authentically clothed, and her castles and cottages egerally
architecturally correct; sometimes with the draughtsmanship of a textbook. Weeer she
drewacourtier or ®bbler, ahalberdor haycart,a mantlepieceor milkchurn, an armchair

or airplane we can be assured that they weaecurately depicted, so much so that her
drawingsmight even be considereoften to be too detailed,too meticulous too

accomplishedF 2 NJ I YSNB OKA f RonbBwrQoaeriscisratGaNdouldbe Y Sy G @
madewas thatoccasionallya sequence of her drawinggould assume a certaistatic

monotony (particularly when she started producing three or four frames per epistmwah
extentthat when her stories were later reprinted in different formasome of the more

repetitive frames would be omitteébr expediencywhile nevertheless retainings much of

the original verse as possible where relevamthe narrative.This is notedn the
Compendiunwherever it has occurred to an extent significant enough to detcantthe

opinion of the author from the character of the story.

al NBQa Y2 a torieswere 2réated dusthghe second half of the 1920subthe
setbackk ¥ K SNJ Kdza 0 | y R QflomEhs effécks of iupgercWakig &d ahepantm
condition,left Mary very much depressedndit may be thatthe style ofsome ofher
storiesandthe quality ofboth the subsequent verse and illustratiomgere at times
affected often the illustrations were not sedxplanatory and required ovdong verse
conversations delivered by static charactewsarry the narrative forwat andwhich
extended over several episodes.

.dzii 6l a GKA&A OKFy3dS Ay (GKS adetsS IyR ljdz fAde
of mind following the death of Herbertioward Smitthas more recentlyugygestedthat

Herbert himself contributed far more in devising the storylines and the writing of the

accompanying verse than had been previously generally suppaseh to the extent that

wdzLISNI g1 & Ay FF OO0 | SNDPSNIQa oNIFAYOKAE RZ | YR
brilliant those these wereConsequently, when Mary was left with the sole responsibility of
producing the daily strip TG4 SNJ 6 KS o6F O1ft23 2F | SNBo®NIL Q& a2
content and qualitysufferedaccordingly

But it is not within the remit of this Compendium for its author to speculate ortithe

SEGSYyG 27F | SNDhNEaw il 93K yHeddzives tihtdo Dther résarchers

more qualified to do soRegardless of hoeverhad beenresponsible for the storieand

verses by the time Mary retired in 1935 either because of failing eyesight (the reason that

she herself gave at the time), or from persistent depressiod exhaustionor the

increased pressure of meeting deadlines, or simply because shiy fjod tired of her
ONBIlIGA2Y S wdzZLJSNI KIFIR 0S02YS FANXNEE SaidlofAack
OKAf RNBy Qa Gni¢ moslpapulal) Mg in dlue Eourgediauld easily outlast

Teddy Tail, Pip, Squeak and Wilfred, and the Arkubs, none of whom were to survive beyond

the mid-1960s.
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The continued popularity of the Rupert Bear adventures up until Mary retirasi no

doubt, partly due to the clever renarketing ofher stories through a variety of publications

(such as th&kupert Little Bear Serighew dzLJS NI [ A G (0t S the RupeNXite ! ROS Y
Bear Library Seriemnd theMonster Ruperbooks)throughout theinter-War yearsand

after, thus expanding her audience far beyond the readership ofthidy Express

ONE SHILLIYG NEF.

© RUPERT
f and the

But the enduringpersonality of the Rupert storiesesnsto a large extenfrom her talent for

drawing animals from a variety of perspectives derived from an understanding of their

physiology andharacteristicsand from the juxtaposition of the fantast@nd exotic

scenarios and the more mundane domestic settings.Howard Smith has observed,

graphic styles may have changed over the yeardzii a | NB Qa | NId&etdlle RSY 2y
a gifted, imaginativeand sensitive artisand is a key factawhy the Little Bear has been

revered through the generations. Suchrfaand reverence Alfré Bestall would not only

inherit but magnify manyfold over the next forty years2 Sy & dzNB GKIF G GKS [ Al
popularity would easily outlive his creator.

SadlyMary Tourtel died in Canterbuxy
the city of her birth¢ on 15 March 1948
after suffering a brain tumouiShe was
buried alongside her devoted husband
Herbert in the churchyard of St Martin
Canterbury Since thenher reputation
and the recognition she once earned as 4 §
AYYy20lF GABS At dzad NJ ¢
literature, has gradually diminished,
particularly among the postvar
generations who grew up knowing only
the splendid Bestall (and later) stories.

Thus, the occasion ofthe 180 Yy A S NE I NBE LINPJARS& | GAYSte 2
work and hopefully increase the awareness and appreciation ofihigjueartistic style.

This Compendium of all hebDaily Expresstories aims, in some small way, to do this, and

may, hopefully, encourage other Followers to recall their own recollections and appreciation

of the Mary Tourtel stories via the medium of thiewsletter
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Little LostBear (T1)
Hrst published in theaily Expres8 Novemberl8 December 192

Little Lost Bear. >3
.—0—._

¢. Bear sends her little son Rupert to market,

In this first ever Rupert storyye are introduced tdhe Little Bearand his parents in the very

first frame. Rupersets offon an errand for his Mother to get some shoppingt on

returning he loses his wag the woodsafter following a Fairy Bir¢and ignoring his

M2GKSNR&a ¢ NYAy3 vy 2 insdeldng Bigiwdy homed Mty a seérieSof LI (1 K 0
charactergsome friendly and helpful, otheitless s9, including:

T

l

= =

= =

= =

Mr Mole, whose poor eyesight prevents him frdrming able tadirect Rupert in the
right direction

the Air Balloonsvho, he thinks, are going to carry him home, but instead drop him
down the chimney of a nurseyhere a Teddy Bear lives, anthere he meets
Golliandthe Monkey Jackoyho help him escapthrough the nursery window by
means of dong Kipping rope

SamSquirre K2 f2271a& F2NJ wdzLISNIIQa K2YS (KNPRdzZAK
Bill Badgemho invites him into his housethe front doorof whichis a hole in the
hillside- but as Rupert follows hinmside he gets stuck

Rex and Reggie Rabhitho help pullhim out;

the Wicked Foxe@unnamed, but who are clearly the precursordioé mischievous
but rather lessvillainousFredds and Percy who, at gunpointsteal his shopping
basket;

the Wise Old Goawho puts him up for the night and gives him a hearty breakfast
the next morning;

a Great Wolf from whose clutches Rupert is hauled to safety at the end of rope
dangling from an airshipeing steered by Golli and Jaclamd

Tom Tiddlerwho chasehim off his property before

Pussin-Bootsriding upon horsebaclcomesto rescue him and deliver him back to
his Mother.

[Note: Even if Rupert is a little heavy round the waistline and his trousers rather baggy in these initial
episodes compared with the standard image of him, his sartorial style is already established i the
jersey, scarf, checked trousers and sturdy shoes are all there i although Mary Tourtel imagined the
jersey to be light blue rather than the red, and the scarf and trousers a grey check rather than the
yellow, that were later to become traditional.
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Also established in the first storyarea number of Ru pareto bk $eatdred regutardyén t h at
many subsequent Tourtel (and Bestall) stories i Rex and Reggie Rabbit, the Wise Old Goat and, of

course, best friend Bill Badger, though it should be
this early appearance do not extend to his living accommodation: whereas we see, in the first frame,

that Rupert lives in a cosy cottage with leaded windows, Bi | | 6 s ¢ mareebadgean-like @ be

a hole in the ground.

As has been speculated by Valerie Haworth (in Nutwood Newsletter no. 34) the image of Rupert stuck
in the Badger 6s hol e EHSheppadd when hel cante tovilestrate AA Idilned e d
Pooh Goes Visiting four years later.]

[AGGES . S NI AKKX 30 YRaTMBREH0 2 A RF &
Hrst published in theaily Expres20 December 192¢ 2 January 19Pandsubsequently
republishedtogetherunder the titew dzLJS NIi Q& / KNA adYF adARS om0

No storyline as suchThese tweahort episodeswith accompaning prose text rather than

rhyming coupletsyere included to cover the Christmas/New Year period before the next

full story, and present just a view of how Rupert typically spends the Christmas holiday. He

stirs the Christmas cake, buys presents for all his friends, has a sleigh ride with Golli and

Jacko, hangs up his stocking, makes a snowman with the Rabbit Twins, goesitmbggg

FYR al1liGAy3a gA0GK KAa FTNASYRAZ fdrgv@yb@i$t So6 NI (S a
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[AGOE S . S| Xdgert Gels B&piirg@A L a

Hrst published in théaily Expres8 January, 24 February 19Pand subsequently

republished under the titl&Rupert Gets Captured

RIZLISNII Q& aSyasS 2F aRfeNB Ol w

wanders(with his hoop and stickhto the grounds of

0§KS h3aINB DNHiFgesty ldatetoRFue O ==

and Simon SwarRupert tries to find his way back
with the help of Miss Tibbs, a kindly ¢htit a Toad
sitting on a flight of stone steps tells him that ite®
late! He is captured by th©gS Qay soldiers
brought before Gruenuff, s K2 R2 Say Qi

fat enough to eaisolocks himin a cage.

Robin Redbreastliscovering what has happendties to tell M's Bearand both seek help
from the Wise Old Goat, who enlists thssistancef Golli and Jackd he two friends,

armed with a saw, climb theastle wall, cut Rupert free amdn to escape down the rope.
But Rupert is captured agay the soldiersislocked up by the Ogran the deep dungeon

and facedhe prospect of being eaten the next day.

¢tKS 2148

OFLadf SQa

ht R D2l iQa aS0O2yR

fails. With thehelp of Castle Mouse and Country

Mouse, Rex and Reggie Rabbit comémlittle BS | NX &
aid andmanage to tunnel their way under the

dungeon ButRupert is too fat tesqueeze through the

hole in the floor and ise-capturedyet againand

marched off before GruffenuffNow locked in the

{0 v@itd rd Nancétd escapitie Y S

prospect of rescue seems griand a sentence of
death awaits himn the morning

Butthe Wise Old Goat has not given apd, with theassistance of some swallows
persuades the Air Balloons to comeRoperQa | AR® ¢ KSe& adz00SaaT¥Fdz €
in his attempt to shoot them dowythe Ogre falls from the castle wall and breaks his neck.

The Balloons deliver Rupert safely home.

20

LJt

&



[ AGGES . SI NI& BehrRmd $hy BadyNCBi 4)
Hrst published in theaily Expres28 February 21 April 192 andsubsequently
republished under the titl&kupert and the Fairy Child

While picnicking together in the woods Rupert
and Bill Badger discover a Fairy Child that has
been dropped by a large bird. Lupin tells them
that he is the son of the King of Fairyland and K
been captured by an old Witch who changed
herself into the formof the bird. Rupert and Bill
try to return him to Fairyland. They come acros
Dame Hedgehog who warns them not to eat ‘
anything in thewA i O K Q But ey BdRshly :

ot IR

ignore this advice and, after eating some berrig|
FlLff &afSSL) dzyan8ae 1 KS
captured by the Witch herself.

Imprisoned by the old hag they are forced to work for her. However, she says she will let
them go if they find the needle she has lost in a haystédkh the help of a Little Mouse

they find the needle, but the Witch goes back on her word. Instead, she challenges them to
find a thimble she has lost. This time a Frog finds it in the pond but again the Witch still
refuses to free them and sets them the tasktidying up her gadenbeforebringing her a

silver leaf from a tree on a far island. Not knowirgyhto get there they ask a Dove to help
them. The bird flies off and returns with the le&nding on top of a well. The infuriated

Witch turns herself into a wolf and springs at the Dove in order to retrieve the leaf, but only
succeeds in falling down the wellwhere she drowns.

However,Rupert, Bill and Lupin are still lasttil the Wise Old Goatrowing himself leisurely
down the river finds them and takes them to Fairyland where Lupin is reunited with his
mother and father. As a reward, Rupert is granted his wish of an aeroplane, and the three
chums all fly homépiloted by the Wise Old Goait) what looks like a Handley Page biplane
(the first example of modern technologyr Y R a | NB ¢ 2 dzNIg&éakgiant 2 9 S
appearance in a Rupert story).
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[ AGGE S . S| NIl Behrirmg $hy Ogiekis) &
Hrst published in theaily Expres®2 Juneg 27 September 19Pand subsequently
republished under the titld&kupert and the Ogres

In this extended and somewhat gruesome tdlee Ogres Grim and Gruff (the nephews of
Gruffenuff) and the two Witch sisters Grizzle and Grousetplgetherto take revenge on
Rupert for the deaths of Gruffenuff killed in T3 and the old Witch drowned in T4.

After all thedramatis personadave been
introduced¢ Mrs Bear darning socks; Mr Bear
relaxing with his pipe and newspaper; the Ogreq
Grim and Gruff plotting together; Rupert himself
at school; and the Witches stirring their
poisonous brew the vendetta starts with Grouse
destroying the aeroplane given to Rupert by the| |
King of Fairylandh the previous storydespite the
warnings given by Sam Squirrel and Rex and
Reggie Rabbit.

Grouse reports her success to the Two Ogres, and Grim then vows to kill Rupert with his
magic stick Flick. Bill Badgeaving been informed of the treachery by the Rabbit Twins)
tries to foil the plot by running off with Flick while Grim is asleep, but Grim chasestuim
his holeand recovers the stick. Bill and Rupedgether with Mrs Bearthen seek help from
the Wise Old Gdavho again enlists the assistance of Golli and Jacko.

WEO12 YIylFr3asSa G2 adaSrt GKS aG4A01 FYyRI 6KSyYy T
the Monkeybeats him with the stick. The belaboured Grim runs off into the forest in pain
chased by a hive of bees and is never seen again.

Meanwhile Grizzle plots against Rupert. She
discovers him on his own pulling a cart, captures him
and imprisons him tied up in an isolated hut. But
some kindly Mice come to his rescue and untie his
ropes allowing him to escape.

Grizzle returns to the hut with the Ogre Gruff, and

0KSe@ RAaA02OSNJ)hsdngaggandi Oa SaO0OF L
frustration 0 G KS 2 A Grdfied &p GFizzle f dzNBS
instead.

When the Witch lights up her pipe for some comfort she accidentally sets fire to the hut and
perishes in the conflagration. The Ogre quickly pursues Rupert who manages to keep ahead
of him by riding a Friendly Horse but only as far as the marsh wheredks elp from Miss

Puss and a party of Frogs.
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TwoRobber Foxedrom their appearance the

verya ' YS Gg2 GKIFIG aylridOKSR w
in hisfirst adventurg tell Gruff in which

directionthe Little Beahas goneandthe Ogre

(now tiring but with encouragement from a

conspiratorial Ravergontinues his pursuit. The

Frog guide Rupert safely through the

treacherous marsh, but Gruff in his haste to

| catch theLittle Bear gets stuck in the bog and

ay Sl % e | starts to sink.

PRt

aSFYysgKAES aNJ . SI N K NI Q &
dilemma and gets his trusghotgun to
shoot theOgredead. He comes across
Gruff sinking in the marsh arstems to
have no qualms about putting hiout of
his miseryThen e carries Rupert home
accompanid by the entire rescue partg
the Old Wise GdaBill Badger, Rex and

Reggie Rabbit, Miss Puss, Golli and Jackd

[Note: At 79 episodes this is Mary Tourteld kngest Rupert story and one of her most gruesome. As

we have already seensheis not averse to killing off iRheogre t 6s adv
Gruffenuff falls from his castle wall and breaks his neck in T3 while the unnamed Witch (the sister of

the two Witches in this tale) falls down a well and is drowned in T4).

But Mary pushes the boat out in this tale with three of the four villains of the peace meeting untimely
ends. Grim is chased by a hive of bees and is never seen again i presumably stung to death; Grizzle
accidentally sets fire to her hut and dies in the conflagration i smoking was definitely injurious to her
health; and Gruff is shot dead by Mr Bear while struggling to extricate himself from the marsh;
seemingly, no charges were broughta gai nst [CRddp ©nlytGéosse lives to tell the tale but has
nobody to tell it to since we later discover that she hides herself away in a grotto, far in the mountains,
fearful to show her face anywhere again.

The story is so long that Tourtel felt it necessary to include a non-illustrated Interval after episode 43

(at the point where Grim is chased by the bees) to remind readers what has happened so far and

speculate on the fate of the villains. Moreover, she concludes the story with a similarly non-illustrated

Epilogue in which she dwells further on the deaths of R u p & enenies and extols two important

tenets: AThose who pl ot (siclanme Vikreepeta @anyudodhae@d@rt and h
frielndso.

o)}
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Margot the Midget
Hrst published in théaily Expres8 Octoberg 30 November 192and subsequently
republished under the titlélargot, Algy and the Prince$s

In thistale, the first ofa number ofTourtelstories not to feature Ruperilargot has six
pennies to spend. Sheeets a friendly dogAlgernon) and theydecide to go to the fair. On
the way she gives one of pennies to a blind Mole and spends the second on thegaoerry
round.

Two more are spent on balloons and the last two at
the coconut shy. In trying to get a free seat at the
circus Algrnongets involved in an argument and is
kicked out of the tent and is marched off by a
policeman.

A cunningPedlarFox tries to sell Margot a tart but
when he discovers that she has no money he
bundles her into his sack to take to the castle where
he hopes to sell her to the King and Queen.
Algernonchases in pursuit but is refused admission
into the castle and is taken prisoner by the guards.

Margot is kept at the castle by the King and Queen as a playmate for the little Princess.
However, she sees Amonbeing taken prisoner and askes the King to release him. The
King agrees but onlytiie pugthen joins Margot as another playmate for the Princess.

The next day, the three friends go off for a horse ride but are chased by the Giant Hugaboo.
al NBA23Qa Ll2yeé Aa y2i ljdzi0O] Sy2dzaAK: yR &aKSs
encountersthe Mole to whom she gave her first penny. He helps Margot to escape she

is reunited with Algernon (now referred to as Alggnd the Princess.

¢tKS az2fS ¢FNya GKSY 27F (KS (vbuidéeef thahkdls @ G G 2
mole by trade as well as by naty@nd the three friends return to the castle to tell the King.

But even in the castle garden tliReincess is not safdHugaboo reaches over the wall and
snatches her. In their attempt to find h@viargot and Algy seek advice from some squirrels

who suggest that the Eagle will help. He does and manages to snatch the Princess away
from the Giant.

Once safely back again in the castle the pair plan to
kill Hugaboo by laying a trap for hiciose toa deep
ravine. The Giant trips over the rope that is tied
between two trees and falls headlong into the
ravine.

In thanks, the King sends Margot and Algy back home
in a golden coach.
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The Adventures of Father Christmas
Hrst published in theaily Expres8-31 December 1921

In thesecond andmuchshorter (20 frames) non
Rupert talethat covered the 1921 Christmas period
Father Christmas has overslept and fears that he W
not have enough time to deliver all his presents;
gKIFG A& Y2NB KS OFyQid 1
Robin tells him that the Bad Fairy has taken them
away to stop him delivering his presents this year.
{Fydl KdNNASa lgle& 02
house seek her help. There he also finds Columbin
Harlequin and the Clown, who together hatch a pla
to retrieve the reindeer by using the Bad
CHANEBQA&a 3INBSR T2N 4l daAlITsao®

.‘ -

MAAY TENATEN

¢tKS GKNBS 2F GKSY F2it2¢6 GKS NBAYRSSNDRa i

a fire and starts cooking the sausages. The smell tempts the Bad Fairy out of her house, and
she steals the sausages. While she is eating them, Columbine and Hafladuhe

reindeer tied in a cowshed. They release them and ride them back to Father Christmas who

is now able to complete his deliveries on time.

[ AGGES . SI XRgert anRiEePyincesGNGS a
Frst published in théaily Express January 28 February 1922 arslibsequently
republished under the titl&kupert and the Princess

Rupert is on the riverbank quietly fishing and hoping to land a big@eeokfor supper

when a duck eats his bait and swims off with his float. Just thero 2ak Golly pass by in

their rowing boat and offer to lend it to Rupert so that he can catch the duck and retrieve
his float. But no ratter how hardRupertrows the duck always managtostay alittle bit

ahead of him. Just as he thinks he is gaining on her, the duck waddles on to the bank and,
with flapping wings, makes for a little house nearBypert continues the chase on foot and
is amazed to hear the duck command the door to open. The duck disappears inside, and
Rupert cautiously follows before the door can close again.

Standing before him, with the duck at his featd the float in his hands a strangdooking

Old Man.Rupert timidly asks for the float baekdthe old man agreesbut onthe one

condition that he helps him recover his castle, lands and gold on which an evil Witch has
cast a spell and made them vanish from sight, and who is holding his daughter a prisoner. If
Rupert can succeed in overcoming the Witch and her dark spell and return with his
daughter,he will be well rewardedt seems a ratheheavyprice to pay for the return of his
float, butthe Little Beanevertheless sts out on his queswith no idea of where is going
though armed witha little wooden sword that thedld Man assures him will protect him

from any harm that the Witch might threateRupertthinksthat he would rather be back
homefishing by the river.
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but with a woltlike face. Just as he decides that it must be the Witch, she asks him to help

her catch some fish that shetiying to net from a pond. He does so and she invites him into

her house to dine with her. With the fish in the cooking pot the Witch goes out to fetch

some water from the well, and while she is gone fish tell Rupert that they were once

men on whom the Witch has cast a spell. They warn thkeBear that the same fate

awaits him.

Rupert uses the magic wooden sword to break the spell and the three fish are transformed
back into little men. He asks them if they have seen a little girl but before they can reply
they hear the Witch returning and the three men run off leaving Rupefate her alone.
Discovering that Rupert has tricked her, she locks him in her garden from which there can
be no escapeBut the three little men come to his rescue and throw down a rope ladder
from the top of the garden walDnce freed, Rupert thanks hisscuers and quickly sets off
once again before the Witch discovers his escape.

Further on down the road, Rupert rescues a rabbit from a pursuing fox. He takes her home
and is invited to dinner by a grateful rabbit fami¥/hen he tells them about his quest to

find the missing daughter, Father Rabbit tells him ttinet girl is being held in a high tower

and offers to help him. Together they set out and are soon joined by Cousin Hare who
suggests that the Stag the Woodswill know where theTower is.And indeed, he does, and
sends Rupert heading off in the right direction.

It isnot long beforethe dark grim
Tower looms ahead, and as Rupert
approacheshe seeghe Little Girl
looking out from an opemwindow high
above. As the sun setse shouts out to
her; she calls back pleading for help.
But the Witch has locked her in and
keeps the key to th&owerdoor under
her pillow when she ig bed So,
armedwith this knowledgeRupert
plans to go back to the Wit€hldouse
under the cover of darknesand
retrieve the key.

2 A0K | Fdzt Y22y fAIKIAY3I GKS gl e> wdzLJSNI ON
bedroom and, while the old hag sleeps, he seizes the key and slips away undetected.

Not until the moon has set and dawn breattsesRupert manage to get back to the Tower,
unlock the door and free the Little GiBut only just in time. The Witch discoséhne loss of

the key and rushes to the Tower fearing the worst. Rupert and the Little Girl hide behind a
tree as theWitch rushes into the Tower thinking she will trap bdiar andgirl. But Rupert
thinks quickly and locks the door while the Witch is ingldaving the pair free to make
GKSANI gle& o101 G2 (GKS hfR alyQa K2dzaSo
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On route theycome across a pond into which Rupert throws the key so that the Witch will

be locked inside the Tower forevér. K Sy (G KS LJ ANJ NBF OK (KS &aAdS
there before them now stands a fair castle that the Little Girl instantly recognises as the

place where she once lived before the Witch cast her spell. As they approach closer the

Duck comes out to welene them and take them to meet the fatherwho, of course, is a

King. There is a joyous reunion with the Princess and Rupert is rewarded wittuine of

his fishing tackle and a fine golden watghh yes, and he gets to keep the wooden sword.

The Duck then accompanies Rupert back to his btihinoored on the iver bank, and the
Little Bear rows back to a patiently waiting Jacko and Golly. Though full of adventures to tell
his parents when gets home, there will be no fish supper for the Bears that night

Rupert at School (T7)
Hrst published in théaily Expres4 ¢ 31 March1922

In this shortstory, Ruper{uncharacteristically
dressed in an Eton suif sent off to boarding
school under the care of the thunderodsoking
Dr Bark

He shares a dormitory with several new
classmateg, John Bobtail, Thomas Catt, Sidney
Squirrel, Henry Hare, Fred Fox, and Edward Trunk
¢ of whom only the lattetwo ever make regular
appearances in Nutwood,

Though excelling at games, Rupert struggles with his more academic I¢sadiailarly his
spelling)despite the patience of his benevolent teachand, after sneaking off one
afternoon to see his old chum Bill Badger, he arrives back late and his punished with two
hours of tricky sums.

The school chums celebrate a hd#fy holiday with a game of hare and hounds (with Henry
very appropriately leading the way) during which Edward is on hand to put his trunk to good
use by hauling Rupert out of a ditch into which the Little Bear stumbles.

But sibsequent events makine term time seem interminabldor Rupert feeling sick after

eating too much at a party; falling asleep from boredom in cldste Edward steals his

f Saazy 0221 0a2YS6KI (G dzy OKI NlbedévSdnhbahavio@ | f £ & A
towards Rupert during the hare and hounds chasey] a dose of the cane after drawiag

cartoon ofDr Bark on the blackboard. Nevertheless, when end of term comes, Rupert

returns home with a school report that notes that his conduct was generally good. Mr Bear

is satisfied.
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[Note: Of all the new friends that Rupert makes in this story, only Edward Trunk and Fred Fox are to
make periodic reappearances as members of Nutwoodd dramatis personae. It is clear that, at this
early stage in the general development of the characters in her Rupert stories, Tourtel has not yet
decided on the particular characteristics of some. For example, as John Lester notes in his
informative review of the Edward Trunk character (in Nutwood Newsletter No.78) the elephant is a
noticeably larger creature in this early story compared with his appearance in the following story (Little
Bear 6s AdRepeut és andsubseqdentytales.

Also, his behaviour towards Rupert is somewhat
contradictory; he benevolently rescues Rupert from a ditch
during the hare and hounds chase one day, then another
day steals his schoolbook while the Little Bear drops off to
sl eep during one ,ecréatingsom8ar k
tenson between the two chums. But then Edward (whose
memory appears to be uncharacteristically poor) seeks
Ruperts help during the history exam when he tries to pass
him a note asking the significance of the date 1066. As we
know, in due course, Edwar dds character
persistent cheerfulness, helpfulness and dependability -
even if he does suffer from clumsiness from time to time.

Also, Fred Fox, though troublesome here, has not yet metamorphosed into Freddy, one of the

mischievous Fox brothers that are to plague Rupert on numerous future occasions but who do not

make an appearance as a unit until Rupert, the Manikin and the Black Knight (T84) some thirteen

years later. And - while talking of brothers T it is strange to note that while the rhyming narrative refers

to another of Rupert 6s , ghiskharadter anchfellowsschaokchumelohm y Har e
Bobtail are clearly shown in several frames both dressed in Eton collars and bow ties as though they

are a pair of twins looking remarkably like Rex and Reggie Rabbit ( Ru p e r t 0 well-és@abligheds t
friends after Bill Badger).

And finally, it is interesting to note that although there also is no specific reference to him in the

narrative, severalof Tou t feamésa | so show an Al gy Pug |l ookali ke as
classmates. However, we are not to see Algy as a named character again until Rupert and Reynard

Fox (T12).

Henry Hare and John Bobtail (and Alggt?) Rex and Reggie off to rescue Rupettitle. S NA Q
wdzLJS NI Qa LJ- NI @ Adventures Rupert Gets Captured

We never get to know if Rupert ever returnedto Dr B a r k 6 s bualatex stazies gee him more
comfortably enrolled back at the local village school where we saw him in Little Bear and the Ogres
(T5).]
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Hrst published in theaily Expres8 May¢ 26 June 1922nd subsequently 29 September
14 November 1929

InwdzLJS NIl Qa ¥ A Na& ihe Lite@&ay iasibhd invitéd astayRvith Edward

Trunk in his native country (umamed).His parents reluctantly agree to him going on such a
long trip which will involve travelling by eeplane. Rupe® excitement during the flight is

tinged with a little concern that the plane might crash into the sea, but he nevertheless
arrives safely at his destination and is met by Edward and his chauffeur (Sambo) who drives
GKS LI AN G2 9RgI NR@athe@udS Sd S @iy i @IS NI Y S

The next day the pair decide to take a camel ritte the desert In the distance they spy

what appears to be a pleasant looking oasis, but on closer inspection turns out to be a fair
walled garden. Rupert is keen to explppait Edward is more cautious fearing that a wicked
Prince might live there. Regardless, they gddlimbing some white marble stepghey

come across af®ld Man in a turban asleep on a coudthe wakes as they approach and
greets them as welconkvisitors.He then claps his handanda sumptuous feast magically
appears. After they have eatetine Old Man invites the chums to wander in the garden
wherethey will find lots of wondrous things: golden birds and fishes and orange trees. But
he warns them not to touch anything.

Thanking him, Rupert and Edward start to explore and enjoy the Garden of Delights. They
see and follow one of the golden birds of which bl Man spoke and then thegome
acrossheo ANRQ& ySaild K2 Rdngrig the®dMb § QA 2 HiRPEE A §I3 a
takes one of the eggs and Edward takes a second, believing there would be no harm done if
one was left But then Edward thinks there is no point in leaving just one egg, so he takes
that as well.Suddenly a fierce wind starts to blowifting the chums high into the air and

carrying them deep into the desegtwhere we leave them fothe time being.

Meanwhile, Sambo is anxiously waiting outside th I (CL T (Y
walled garden for Rupert and Edward to return. Hg =

plucks up the courage to go through the gates to
look for them. Failing to find them he approaches
the Old Man to ak what has happeed. TheOld
Man fears that the chums must hadesobeyed his
order not to touch anythingin which casehey B o
mustnow be lost. Only the Sybil of the Silver Shoey .4 - 3]}
will know where they are, and th@ld Man instructs
Sambo to ride into the desert to find her cave.

The Sybisays she wilhelp Sambaf he canbring her a pair of Golden Shogzart of the Old

al yQa (iadB tewadtNSAmbo agrees and in return the Sybil gives him a pair of Magic

. 220&a OKFG gAftf KSELI KAY FAYR wdzZLJSNI YR 9RY
to the chums. Bt how can they all get back to the Sybil with just one p&idwards puts on

the boots and carries Rupert and Sambo back to the Sybil. But before she will release Rupert

and Edward, Sambo must fuliiis part ofthe bamgain and bring her the Goldeshoedrom

the Old Man; the Magic Boots will help him on his way.
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Returning to the Garden delights Sambo tells the Old Man what the Sybil has demanded.
The Old Man is reluctant but is appreciative of the help that the Sybil has given him in the
past and fetches the Golden Shoes from his treasure store. Sambo immediately returns to
0§KS { &0 A fpresentsbér @ith theé shdes. The Sybils then thdstrio on their way.

But their return camel ride across the desert is
still perilous. They hear the sound of h&s
pursuing them and an Arab appears charging
down on them on a white steed. He wants their
camels and says he intends to hold the three
friends hostage. RuperEdward and Sambo are
GFr1Sy G2 0KS tiddNgirm@e@fth@ YLI | vy
tents, but Edward with his trunk free, is able to
retrieve a knife from his pocket and cuts the ropes
that bind them. While the camp sleeps at night,
the three pals slide from the tentind their

camels and quietly make their escajawn find
them safelyback at Edwar@ home

After agood sleep and a retalisng meal, next day Rupert is ready to fly back home. He
GKFyl1a 9RgFNRQA LI NBydGa F2NI+ ft20Ste GAYS OH
school.

[Note: So, is Edward an African or Indian elephant? The location of his native home does not
unambiguously decide the matter as the desert adventure seems to take place somewhere between
the two continents. Tourtel, however, was clearly taken with the idea of magical boots - more such
fantastical footwear appears nine years later in the classic story Rupert and the Wonderful Boots
(T61) that no doubt inspired Bestall to feature a pair of boots with similar flying capabilities in only his
second story, Rupert déds Aut uml®35Adventur e

Incidentally the airplane in which Rupert flies out is clearly a converted Handley Page A/400 - the
same aircraft in which Mary Tourtel together with husband Herbert, had taken their first flight together
in 1919. It is not the last time we shall see the aircraft.

wdzLIS NI Qa G NI y a L2 NI The real thing
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Margot by the Sedqsubsequently rditled asThe Adventures of Margot and

Algy at the Seaside)
Frst published in théaily Expres$ Julyg 5 September 1922

In this second story featuring Margot and Algy, the pair meet up at the seaside where they

32 LI RRfAYy3Id ! [20a0GSN) al @dSa al NA2GQa aidz201A
GKSY GKIFGO Ittt GKS aStk ONBI (dzNBa OnNbeirviag Ay 3 G2
back Margot and Algy see a pair of Frogs carrying a large sack between them. They wonder
what is inside. A little further along they come across the wedding breakfast and are invited

to join the party. The cake is revealed but turns out tgumst mud and sand. Margot

guesses that the Frogs have stolen the real cake, and she and Algy set off to tle Frogs

house to retrieve it. On their way the meet two Penguins and a Grass Snake who point them

in the right direction. They surprise the Frogs who run off when they see the Grass Snake.

Margot and Algy carry the cake back to the
wedding feastbut they discover that no one is
there except for a large Walrus who says he
would like some of the cake. They hide the cake
but meanwhile the tide has come in cutting the
pair off from the rest of the beach. The Walrus
says he will carry them to safetyut instead -
leaves them stranded on a rock a long way from -
the shoretelling them that he has to ghome for
his tea.He intends to eat thenthe next day.

Theysee and wave tga ship which turns to pick them upbut it is a Pirate Shj@and the

friends are set to work by Captain Wolf to help the cook prepare the dinner. Afterwards

GKSe& N3 2NRSNBR (2 OftSty (GKS /FLIWIFAyQa OF oA
asks to be let out. They free the bird who immediately flies out tivedaw. The Captain is

furious as the Parrot was the only one who knew where the buried treasure is hidden. As a
punishment the Captain tells the pair that they will be mamed on the first land they see

where no man hasversetfoot ashore. But the island proves to be inhabited by the bird

kingdom and is full of treesearingthe must wondrous fruits.

They are discovered by therd Y A y 3 Q& ¢ e SeftGréldalled Kinkajewho

takes them to the Toucan King who, in tuanders them to be imprisoned for eating his
fruits. They are marched to jail but on the way there they come across the Parrot riding
(somewhat incongruouslyh a motor car on its way to be welcomed home by the King. The
Parrot explains to the King that it was Margot and Algy who set him free from the Pirate
Ship andsothe pair are pardoned. The King wants them to stay hetpair say that they
would like to return home. The King arranges for a flying horse to carry them back to the
seaside where they meet the Lobster again who tells them that the wedding caleba
found and that a piece t&been kept for the friends.
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Rupert and the Magic Toy Man (T9)
Hrst published in théaily Expres8 September, 25 November 1922nd subsequently
reprinted 11 March; 27 May 1931

In the opening frame of this classic anaften
reproduced Tourtel storyfeaturing some of
Kdzi o I Yy R betieNby®iNgicoupletsyve
see Rupert sitting rather forlornly on his own
on a logoutside his cottageHe hasio one to
play withuntil a friendly Lizard with a bicycle
rolls up and suggests that he comes with him
to the sports.Theyset off and soommeet a
strangelittle Man with his dog who shasv
them the way.
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They arrive late tathe sportsbut are just in time to see the Frog beat the Hare by a whisker
in the hurdle raceRupertbuys apie, but it is snatched by thg¢ A G G t 8og,avhoyfuRsioff.
Rupert gives chase all the way to thille Ml Yy Q& K2 dza S @

The man is the Magic Toy Man who invites Rupesidieto see his collection of toy animals
and characters that include the toy cat SusBat all is not as it seems. Susan rushes
upstairs to tell the doll Belinda that she fears that the Toy Man will turn Rupert into a toy as
he has done with all the other creatures.

Namart b ke Fincks Fou. M. 1 e Tente | RUPEItis invited to teand, when it becomes late
No. 16—Rupert Jovieed To Swy The Nagho | IS told to stay the night. Susan warns him of his

e peril, and they plan to escape with Belinda under
darknessClambering down a rope from the
bedroom window they make their escapg
moonlightd dzi | N8 LJdzZNEdzSR o0& (KS
The Toy Man is woken by the sound of the barking
dog and, hastily dressing, gives chase himself. The
friends stay ahead of the pursuing Toy Man and
FAYR NBFdAS Ay | ySIFNbe FlI N
morning they continue to avoid the Toy Man by
hiding in a hayart and when the carter stops at a
nearbyinn, the trio slip away across tlields.

Later on theyseethe towers of the castle that Belinda recogniseshasplacewhere she

used to live before she was turned into a d8lit as they make their way there the chums

find that the skepherd and his shegpogether with the milkmaid and her cowsave all

beenturned intowoodd 2 2 NES AGAff>X GKS ¢2@& alyQa &aLIStf
in which everyone the guards, the courtiers, the cook, the stable boys and the King and

Queeng have beensimilarly transformedBut then they findhe Coachman John and a

friendly Frog who havesomehowescaped the spell.
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TheFog tels Rupert thatin order to save everybody from the spell he must go alonghéo
House of Rocks on Heather Moor where Moorland Wure tobe able to help. With
guidanceon route, first from aHedgehog then @oad Rupertfinds his way there and gives
three knocks as instructed. After hearing his tale, Will tells Rupert to go back the way he
came and leave the rest to him.

On arrival back at th€astle, Rupert
FTAYRa GKIFIG GKS as
have woken from the spell and Will is
already there in the courtyard. Will
blows loudly on his harand everybody
returns to life He explains to the King
and Queen that the mischief was all th
work of the Magic Toy Magan old
enemy of hig; but he will som. make
him repent.

2Aff A& 3IAGSY 2yS 2F GKS YAy3dQa o6Sailil K2NmSa
MyQa K2dzaSo ! y2iGKSNI oflad FNBY KAa K2NY NBi
Magic Toy Man into a Jatk-the-Box. The Dog is spared. Will gallops off with the Dog and

Rupert left to find his way homddie meets up again with the Lizard (now without his

bicyOf SO0 FyR (23SUKSN) 6§KS& ¢ Il¢Ryperivon@etingiviea G KS [ A
Daddy wil make of the whole adventure

[Note: For some strange reason the frames of the
opening two episodes of this story T where Rupert,
sitting alone outside his house, meets the Lizard cyclist
1 were never reproduced when the story was reprinted
in the Rupert Little Bear Library series(no.33) andn
subsequent formats, so that the verse accompanying
the following two frames had to be appropriately
revised. Nor were the concluding two frames included
showing Rupert meeting up again with the Lizard and
saying farewell to him on arrival back home. (Some
later stories were similarly edited when reproduced in
subsequent formats).

However, the second of the two opening frames was
later redrawn (shown here), seemingly by another
illustrator, and used for the coloured front covers of the
1932 Monster Rupert edition and the 1948 Monster
Rupert volume even though in the second of these
publications the tale of the Magic Toy Man itself was not
actually included in the collection.]
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Rupert and the Old Miser (T10)
Hrst published in theaily Expres$5 January, 20 March 1923

Mrs Bear sends Ruperttoti@ 6 6 f SNNR& o6aNJ DNHzy o G2 3IASH KAa
told that the repair will take some time, so Rupert goes off to giatghwith his new ball to

while away the timeFinding a high walhe bounces the ball 6ft but inadvertently one

throw is too high and the balls goes over the top. The wall is too high to climb but Rupert
getssome timelyhelp from afortuitously passing hippopotamusn whose back he clambers

upin order to scramble over the wall into a large gardmyond

Rupert fingsthe balland, nearby sees aHentied by alength ofstringpegged into the

ground The birdtells Rupert that she iseingkept a prisoner in the garden in order to lay

eggs for the Old MisdRaven Shewarns Rupert that héoo will never be able to get out

since theMiserbelieves thatanyone found in the gardeis trying to steal his gold and

allows nobody tdeavew dzLJISNIi A& RA& 02 OSNB®okg B2 (RESAY QG aA
believe hisexplanationfor being in the garden. She calls for the dwarfdgarer and

togetherthey take him away to do some work in the kitchen where is told to clean all the

RANIG & LRGGas> LIya YR ONRPO|ISNE® 2KSYy KSQa FAyY
GKS RgFINF 3ISta KAY G2 alg t23a& F2NMawghinS hf R a
0§KS aAagiNdpaldbeBiLd¥atlior certain.

But, of course, before Rupert can finish laying the
logs on the fire, the MiseRavens heard coming

up the stair. Rupert hides behind a chair while the
Miser Raverstarts counting his goldand when

he eventually falls asleep, Rupert makes his exit
but not before leaving muddy footprints behind.

On awakening, the Old Miser discovers the

footprints and goes searching for the culprit. The

Gook hides Rupert in the pperin which she

does the laundrybut the Miser discovers hintHe

doesnoi 6 St AS@S wdzaISNIQa SEOQdz
room and drags him off to a dark and cold cellar

aSFYysKAESY 00Ol Fd K2YS wdzZLJSNII Q& Tk SyRa WI C
LittteBead I O17 F2NJ 4GSl ® hy o6SAy3 (2 Rob@eR awdzLIJS NI Qa
workshopto search for himMr Grunt tells them that he last saw Rupé&eading towards

aNJ wl @S yand, asheCdiibl&rhas business there, they all set off together. When
RSEAGSNAY3I (KS aAiaSiNdDabblér 2nguirés about RupddiBe dwa2 y i R 2
denies any knowledge of him, but Jacko and Golli believeRbagert is there somewhere.

Jacko gets Mr Grunt to help him over the wall and goes in search daittleeBear.But no

sooner does he learn from thden that Rupert has been imprisoned than he himself is

Ol dzZ3K{i o0& GKS aAaSNI K2 (GKNRga KAY Ayid2 wdzLJS
of themthe next day. However, Jacko assures Rupert that Golli is stiliofige for help.
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Indeed, Golli and Mr Grunt have waited patiently on the other side of the wall for Jacko to

return. They agree that something is wrong, so Golli dashes off to seeldtheeof the

Wise Old GoatOn hearing his tale, the Old Goat decides that the best people to help are

GKS tAYyS ¢NBS 9f @SAaT GKSe& g2dd R t SYR KAY (GKS
door. But before they set out, the Wise Old Gtells Golli to fill an empty money bag with

stones so that if he is chased by the Old Miser he should drand cause a diversion since

the Miser willsurelystop to pick it up thinking itontainsgold.

The Pine Elvesgree to lend their key to the Wise Old Goat who in turn gives it to Golli

urging himnottolosét.a NJ DNXzy & A& gl AGAy3 G GKS wl @Sy Q2
tells him to fill the money bag with stones artteh uses the Magic Key to unlock the door

He seeghe Henand sets her fredn return the Hen warnkim to be carefubndtells him

where Ruperand Jacko areBut Golliis seen by the gardener dwarf who chases and catches

him. Heis taken to the Old Miser who imprisons him with the other two.

Rupert and Jacko are in despair, but Golli is sure that the Magic Key will get them out of the

cellar. It does, buin their rush to get to the garden door they are spotted by @Gk who

da2dzyRa GKS IfFN¥Ysz FyR GKS htR aAaSN 3IAgSa OK
diversion is thwarted when Golli realises that he has left the money bag with Mr Guint

the Hen come to the rescue by getting under the feet of the pursuing Miser. He trips giving

the three chumdhe opportunityto escape through theloor.

Mr Grunt gives the money bag to Golli and urges Rupert and his friends to flee. He trips up
the Old Miser when he emerges from the gate. Hgaingives the three chums enough of a
head start. Jackahrows the money bag into the river as they are chased over a bridge.

YA a
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the chance to get his hand on some more gold
and jumps into the riveto retrieve the bag.
Rupert with theGobbler and his friends peer ove
the bridge to see if the Old Miser surfaces but
the current of the river is too strong and he has
been washed away to a certain deaglafitting ;
punishmentfor all those who are greedy. SR </, ¢ ‘,‘,/' ‘
4
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Mr Gruntverykindly takes Rupewndhis two chums (and the Hen) baickkMrs Bear where
they all enjoy a splendid te®ut the story continueX @

[Note:Thi s is one of To uhetitld Bear makesoa appearande im sevdral ¢ h
consecutive episodes. From the point when the Raven locks him in the cellar in episode 24 Rupert is
out of the action altogether until his rescue by Golli in episode 44 and is shown in only one frame
during this period.

Incidentally, the unnamed hippo that Rupert meets early in this story also makes an anonymous

appearance in Rupert in Dreamland (T14) but is christened Harry Hippo in subsequent Bestall stories.
He should not be confused with the loutish Hubert Hippo whom we shall meet in later Tourtel stories.
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The image of Mr Grunt the Cobbler seated at his last would have no doubt reminded Daily Express
readers of the series of Animals at Work illustrations that Mary produced in 1919 and for which
Herbert had written the accompanying humorous verses. In that series, however, the Cobbler was Mr
Hippo.

LITTLE_BEAR'S ADVENTURES.

‘Rupert and the Old Miser-:: %
A
No. 2.--What the Cobbler Said.

Mr Grunt returns in the following story, but the cobblers that feature in later Tourtel adventures,
notably in Rupert and the White Dove (T26), Rupert and the Wilful Princess (T50) and Rupert and the
Wonderful Boots (T61), appear in a somewhat less porcine form!]

Search for the Magic Key (T11)
Hrst published in theaily Expres8 Marchg 18 April 193 andsubsequently epublished
under the titleRupert and the Magic Key

X. Meanwhile the Pine TreBves are waitingmpatiently for the Old Wise Goat to return
their Magic KeyThey fly off to his house to ask for it back. A most apologetic Goat admits
that he had totally forgotten about the Key and that Golli has not yet returned it to him. He
tells his servant Squirrel to find Golli and ask him to give him back the key.

et o= | The Sqirrel finds Golli who is talking a walk with
Search [ Magic Key :: nis Rupert{ but after searching his pockets, Golli is forced
e to admit that he seems to have lost the Key. Rupert
offers to help him search for it while the Squirrel
returns to the Wise OIld Goat to report the bad news.

No, 6-The Key is loat!

Rupert and Golli first call on tH@bbler Mr Grunt to

seek his help. He is too busy to leave his shop but
ddza33sSada GKIFG GKS LI AN aK2dz
groundsg if they can avoid the dwarf gardener.
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lurkingdwarf at first. Wherhe angrilydemands that they tell hinthem where hidMasteris

(clearly unaware that the Old Miser drowned in his attempt taiete the money baghat

Jacko had thrown into the riveRupert and Golli beat a hastytreat. They run away aast

as they can and are relieved that the dwarf does not attempt to chase them. Catching their
ONBI KX 0KSe& TSI NJ (2 5Bdinstedd GetidetioZetrac&tBe path dSy Qa

that they took when the Old Miser chased them.

As they retrace their footsteps they meet a succession of
creaturesg a dog musician begging by the roadsiiis
Mouseandher seven childne, a pair of kittens clutching
their schoolbooksand a waddling of eight ducks beneath
the fateful bridge from which the Old Miser launched
himself¢ but none can recaliaving seen the keyBut then,
as thepair are rooting among the roadside leaves and

stones,Mr Fox approaches and tells them that a farmer th{ _.%

he knows has found the key. All Rupert and Golli have to
is call on him and tell him that the Fox has sent them. Thig
they do, but their reception is unexpected. The farmer

(looking more like a T8century squire)s furious that they

should have been sent by the Fox that steals his ducks ar] i.f'ig':f. A

hens, anche chases them away.

Annoyed at being tricked by the Foand feeling somewhat
desperate at their failure, Rupert and Golli return to Mr

Grunt. He is sympathetic and invites them into the shop tq !

take a rest. At that moment Mr Rat calls with six pairs of
0220Ga (2 0S YSYRSR® wdzLIGned]
watch chain from which is hanginghe Magic Key! How did

he come by ?

LITTLE BEAR'S ADVENTURES.

of no use to him.

Then with the Wise G,

Until they stop bef

The Pine Elces’ home
o
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. The Rat explains that he found it lying just
Search i Magic Key = % | 347051 RS 0 K Sir Grlrghys hesis 31 G S 0
7 prepared to accept the key as payment for
YSYRAYy3 GKS wl Q&
with this proposal since, though pretty, the key is

And so, most fortuitously, the Key can be
returned to the Wise Old Goat who, with Rupert
and Golli in tow, pays a visit to the Pine Elves tree
house. He lifts Golli up so that he can hand back
the Magic Key personally.
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Rupert and Reynard Fox (T12)

Hrst published in theaily Expres20 April¢ 28 June 1923

At the start of this rather longepisodicand, ultimately, somewhat gruesontale, Rupert is
recovering from abadose2 ¥ aWdfMrdS | NJ G KAy ] a ]
gAff R2 KAY (KS g2NIR 2F 322R® {23 KI@GAy3d |
té Sck themfufin hig S S G
pony and trapHe turns up latebut Aunt Emmas ready togreet them on their arrival at
the farmdressed in her best clothesd introduces little Gousin Joan. A welcoming tea

aSyRa I GSftS3IAINIY G2 al e

awaits them.

The next day, with Rupert safely deliverddirs Bear decides to go home leaving her son in
the care of Aunt Emmaho gives him the lsore of collecting the henQggs with JoarBut
asthe pairreturn with a fine clutch of eggs in the basket, Joan is frightenesbbyeover-
aggressive gese and runs off. In chasing after her, Rupert trips and, &itsshing all the

eggs

Rex and Reggie Rabbit are on hand to witness the accidenttdlhBypert that they are
staying locally while on holiday and try to persuade him to go fishing with them. Rupert is
tempted but fears that when Aunt Emma learns what has happened to her logsvill not
give her permission. dzi KA & ! dzyd A&
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she is with the loss of the eggs, and once the Little Bear is tidied up she lets him go off with

the Rabbit Twins with the proviso that he gets imim more trouble

Once ensconced by thever, Rupert hopes to land a salmon or trout rather than the
minnows that Rex expects to catcht first their luck is out but then Rex and Reggie look on
with envy as Rupert hauls in a figlbut it is only a minnow, which does not greatly impress
Reynard Fox whdor some time has been watching them with interest. He tells Rupert that

he knows a spot further upstream where trout canfoend. Rupert hopes to catch enough
fish to take back to Aunt Emma for supper but fails to otici KS Wt NA @F GS CAAKA

riverbank.The sly Fox has tricked them andoreover, nowbetrays them to the KeepeAs
Reynard watches on, the irate keeper accusesctimemsof poaching his trout and dismisses
wdzLISNII Qa SEOdzaS KIFid G4KS C2E KIR
stick as Rex and Reggie runaifl warns him never to come back again.

¢KS ySEG RI& wdzZLJSNI A a
beehives. Reynard again approaches,aftbr
assuring him that bees do not sting at this time of

the year encourages the Little Bear to extract somq 2 zag". A -

of the honey with a stick. Of course, the bees are

none too pleased and swarm around Rupert stingi| &
him badly. 20 to Reynard. Aunt Emma does her bg s
02 NBYSREé wdzZLISNI Qa LI Ay sliSss

and swathig his head in bandages. Cousin Joan
looks on with some concern.
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While Rupert is feeding the chickens the next,day/sees Reynard limping down the lane.
The Fox explains that he caught his foot in a trap while looking for some\daite thestill
unsuspecting Rupert runs off to get some bandages from Aunt Emma, Reynard (now
amazingly limpless) grabs two of the chickens and makes off with them. When Aunt Emma
hears that Rupert has left thiewls unguarded with the cunning Fox, she fears the worst.
Uncle Ben rushes out of the house but is tate to save the chickenRupert is in disgrace

and is severely admonished for being taken in by the Fox yet.again

Feeling very sorry for himself, Rupert glumly wanders off alonendbe/lane. He soon
meets(seemingly for the first timednd befriendsAlgy Pugvho isalso staying in the vicinity
Ruperttells him how héhasbeen tricked twice by the cunning Reynard

It seems that Algyoo has sufferedat the hands of the

Foxc his dinner joint having only recently been stolen.

They decide to track him down, and by following the

trail of chicken feathergit KS S @A RSy O0S 2F wSe
most recent theft- the pair are led to the front door of

GKS C2EQa fF AN KIrdoEtrdeAHRRSY Ay
do not bother to knock and wait to be invited in but

force open to door to reveal Reynard just finishing his

lunch leaving only the chicken bones on his plate.

Rupert wants the Fox to return with him to the farm so that Uncle Ben can recover the cost
of the chickens that he had stolen, but Reynard says he is going out to catcharptague

of which seems to have broken out recentland invites Rupertto come with him Algy is

rather keen on the idea of catchinige vermin but the Little Beaseems far less

enthusiasticl(JS NK | LJ&a & dz& LIS O i Aaylad) yét KeSertiRds acompyaiesA 0 S &
the Fox andAlgy to an old tower where, Reynard say®ost ofthe rats are living

The Foxeads Algy down a flight of stones steps into a cellar below and Rupert follows very
reluctantly.Suggesting that the chums look for tregs there he goes back up the stair
seeminglyto look for othes outside Before they can do anything to stoprh, Reynard bolts

the door trapping them insidd-e saunters off, hands in pockets, satisfied that once again
he has had his furHowever, he sound of Rupert and Algy hammering on the door attracts
the intention of the Rabbit Twins passing nearbiey unbolt the dooto free the pair who

VOW never to trust the Fox again

A few days later, as a treat for keeping out of further mischief, Aunt Emma rewards Rupert
by preparing a picnic for him to share with Joan and his friends Algy and the Rabbit Twins.
With great delight the gang set off looking feuitable sitewith little Joan being pushed

alongin herpushchaimwith the hamper. They finda shadygrassyspotin the woods, and

while the Twins and Algy gif in search of some water and firewoddupert is left to

unpack the hamper (and keep an eye on Joam)zii 6 & Zs@iBho shdefl turn up
again buta breathlesgfReynard He seeks help from Rupert to rescue the Twins,wigo
sayshave fallen into the pond, and together they rush off leaving the helpless Joan behind.
But thenalagging Reynard doubles backwhere a free lunch beckons.
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When Algy and the Twins return from their respective missions it is to find a picnic site with
no Rupert, no Joan and an empty hamgeupert then returns, pleased to see that the

Twins are safe buhen realisesthat he has been tricked yet again by the sly,kaéxo has

not only taken their picnic but appears to have kidnapped Joan ag4@lto the Fox)They

all start searching for her.

Reynard thinks it would be fun to hide Joan where Rupert could not find hes@inel

pushes her into a reedovered ditchMore frightened than hurt,oan emerges from the
ditchand is rescued by a friendly Cat who offers to give her shelter. Joan is not able to tell
her where she lives ddrs Cat posts a notice by the door of her house to say thaalay

bear has been foundRex and Reggia the course of their searchre thefirst see the

notice, and MrsCatis very pleased to hand her over. The Twas® no time irreuniting her
with Rupert who, much relieved, is able to return her to an anxiously waiting madgur.

the trauma ofthis latest scamdeis the last straw, and Aunt Emnramediatelywritesa

letter to Mrs Bear to say that she is sending her son back home on the train the next day.

Rupert is up early next morning to say goodbye to his friends. As he is telling Algy that he is
I32Ay3 K2YS Ay RAA3INI OS 06SOlIdzasS 2F wSeéeyl NRQa
Algy threatens to get even with him and, surprisingly, Reynard runs away in fear. But it is not

I f 38 Qa GKNBIF G {(TKIND (KK-SA &l 2f deyNRYoSEFhedtl kildzy (0 &4 Y Yy Q&
distanceand suddenly a pack of hounds resipast the pair followed by the huntsman on

horseback giving chase to the fleeing Rgas Reynard onmore trick up his sleeve? The
FyasgSNI Aa | yWwittbROpSK badkat@he fymRisnhdt long before the huntsman

with hispackreturs> G KA & GAYS 4G | YdzOK Y2 N@anglin§ A & dzZNB
from his saddleOn his train riddack to Nutwoodater that day Rupert has much to think

about, and much to tell his Mummy and Daddy when he gets home.

[Note: Although Mary Tourtel clearly suggests thatitisReynar dés head hanging from
saddle, how can we be so sure? She may have been mistaken i perhaps it is another fox. Otherwise,

how else can Reynard miraculously return to play his tricks in Rupert and the Birthday Cake (T31),

Rupert and Algernon (T41) and Rupert at School (T73a)? In his investigative article on the evolution

of the role of foxes in Rupert stories (in Nutwood Newsletter No. 72), John Lester suggests that

Tourtel perhaps regretted getting rid of the anthropomorphic Reynard in such a draconian way and,

by way of atonement, resurrected the character. In any case, the story provides the circumstances in

which Rupert and Algy meet up for the first of, what was to prove to be, many adventures together.

Incidentally, the station name shown in the penultimate frame when Rupert arrives home represents

the firstoccasioni n Tour t eMhéesn s6tNoaurtiweosod 6 is actually identifie
lives i but this was well before Dr Beeching had the station closed in 1963.]
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Rupert and the Brigands (T13)
Hrst published in théaily Expres$6 Julyg 30 August 1923

Rupert is taking a walk on a hot sumr@adiay and comgacross a nice shady trémed path
leadng to a1 enchantinggated gardenBut the gate is not lockedo Rupert ventures into
the garden. He is watching the goldfish in a pond when he hears someone call his name.
Surprised, he turns to see a Little ManGreeng just eight inches high emerge from a
cabbage path. Hebeacons Rupert to follow him. A miniature carriage appears drawn by
two white ponies and driven by a Mouse coachman. The coach is carryifgbbé

Princess Annabel to teend Rupert isnvited. The table is laid with all sorts of treats and the
pair are waited on by three squirrel footmeBut no sooner have they sdown when the
GreenMan brings news that a band of brigandssiseen seen in the mountain pass and
who are plotting to attack the castle and capture the Princess.

Rupert is sent to fetch General Wood and his
soldiers from the nearby garrison, but when the
troop arrive baclat the garden they find that
everyone except the LittlésreenMan has
disappeared. He explains that the brigands have
already taken the Princess and that only
escaped by hiding in the cabbage patch. General
Wood decidsto give chase and is confident

that he will be able to rescue the Princess. But
hours later one of the soldisreturns to

announce that the General too has been
captured

Meanwhile, at the brigandxamp the Brigand Chief tells the Princess that he is going to

ransom her for £1,000 pounds in gold. One of the brigands delivers the ransom rbie to

Little GreenMan. With only two days to come up with the gold, Rupert and tBeesenMan

go off in search ofassistanceThey meetn old Dame who suggests that the Fairy Miller

who lives nearby will be able to helghe adds that if they call on the Lazy Pig along the way

he will give them directios However,Timothy Pig is in ltkwhen they call and demands

GKFG GKS LIANI YIFE1S KAY RAYYSNI 0ST2NB KS gAff
But having oveindulged with a large portion of Irish Stew all he wastga back to sleep
andherefuses to keep his promise to hetbut he does suggest that they search out the

old Barn Owl that lives in the ruined tower beyond the hill.

The Barn Owl, when Rupert and the Little Man find her, is a little mocemmodating and

GStta dKS LI AN GKFEGO GKS aAiffSNRa K2dzaS A& (K
Rupert and the ittle Man are, by this time getting a little irritated from being passed from

pillar to post but are driven on by the need to rescue the Princess. However, their

frustration does not end there, and it it until they come across an Imp sitting on the

bough of a tree that they realise that they have taken a wrong turning.
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They retrace their steps and find the missing path but before they can geittat they

thinkisi KS aAf f SNDa K2 dzr&ked by SavingltoN&cud-amNtiagp&NI a8 A R S
in a snare The Hare is very grateful but tells them they are still going in the wrong direction,

FYR GKFG GKS LI GK GKS@& N8B 2y fSIFRa (42 GKS =2
delights in sending people the wrong way. In return for their kindness the staws

Rupert and the Littl&sreenMan the correct path, and abe top of a hill the see the Fairy
aAffShImast aAiff

On hearing theiplight, the Miller agrees to helfhavingknown the Brigand Chieff old. He

takes them to his treasure room and hands them a sack with the £1,000 pounds of gold that

they seek. Rupert and thettleGreena I 'y [jdzA O1f & YI 1S GKSANI gt & @
where they are seized while the Brigand Chief counts the gold. He is amazed that they have

been able to come up with the ransom so easily, so he demands that they pay another

£1,000 before he releases theiftess.However, no sooner does he make this demand

than the sack of gold magically flies up into the air. One of the Brigands leaps ufb thgra

gold but finds himself stuck to the sack. He maiet go andwheneach ofthe othersin

turn try to pullhim back they too get held fast by the magic powers of tigeld in thesack.

”llrru: BEAR'S ADVENTURES.
Rupert and the JBrigands :: R .
s s g Rupert and the Brigands :; W0

A
e

LITTLE MEAR'S ADVENTURES.

Na. 39, Farewell toa the Fairy Miler.

Up, up and away they go never to be seen againreFairy Miller has been standing by and

explains to Rupert that the magic sack has taken them to the moon wherdoubt they

will allbe killed by a shooting staRupert, the LittlecGreenMan and the Fairy Miller find the

door to the dungen andset both the Princess and General Wood free. The friends see the

Millar on his way home and, inturfh £ £ NB G dzNy &l FSte& G2 0GKS t NRY
invited to stay but cannot do so as he must himself gmh, but he promises to visit on

another day(And, indeed, he doeswait and see.)

42



Rupert in Dreamland (T14)
Hrst published in theaily Expres$ September 9 November 1923

Muchinfluencelo @ [ SégAa / F NNRBf fl R CRANGBENBA 2BF f 249G
nursery rhymesthis story narrates a number sfirrealisic escapades tht Rupert

encountersas he is comfortably readiragoook in his Nutwood gardegalthoughmuch

disappointed that his promised seaside holiday has had to be cancelled.

Firstly,a fat old Gander waddles into the garden and offers to take Rupert to the seaside.

Rupert climbs onto the bil@ back and flies off. On arrival he sees a host of familiar nurse
rhymecharacters building sandcastled.ittle Jack Horner, Old Mother Hubbard, Humpty

Dumpty, Little BePeep and Puss inBopts2 3SUKSNJ g A GK /| NNt f Qa 2 KA
Sailor offers to take Rupert for a boat trip under the sea, and togethey tiogv out to a

Diving Tank that is moored edhore. They clamber inside but Rupert is left on his own as

the Tank descends.

At the bottom of the sea Rupert finds he can

-

LrTTiE feany apveeroses s || breathe andwalk about under the water quite
Rupert in foi‘."{'““d O men easily. He follows a party of merbgysl riding

salmon,then past some mermaids until he sees a
footman standing guard at the bottom of a
staircase He is taken before the King and Queen
and is invited to watch a militanyaradewhere

the soldiers are water rats, the cavalry are riding
salmon and the carriages are drawn by sea
horses. A mock battle takes place, but suddenly
there is a large explosion and Ruperbiswn out

of the water. At the surface again, he sees the Old
Sailor in his boat nearby. They row back to the
shore but the Sailor demands five shillings for the
ride.

Rupert runs off to get the money and bumps into a goadured, but un-named Hippo

(possibly the samenethat lent assistance ifRupert and the Old Misgf10. Together they

32 2FF G2 ht R Wherg i addifioh ® thé chardsters diddatidimet at the

seaside is added Little Red Riding Hood. There are aladfoxonderful things to egtand

Rupert is amazed that theeapot andugarBowl can walk and talk.u a fightbreaks out

between the Jelly and the Plum Cake. King Cole is furious and clears the table and calls for a
policeman to arrest the troublesome coupldowever,Rupert is arrested instead by

YA&GEF1S o0dzi A&a az22y NBf Sdowidhs tiRa partyisovisrds Oldh y 3Qa  C
KingCole preferghe comfort ofhis pipe and fiddlers three.

Rupert and Hippo wander gfindthe Little Beaffinds two half-crowns in the middle of the
road¢ just the amountthat he needs to pay the Old Sailor. But just as he picks updhmnes
there is a shout sm Tom Tiddler (whoreaders may recalyas featured chasing Rupert in
his very irst adventure) who claims that the money is his. Rup&otv on his own Hippo
seems to have disappeareduns off and find refuge with the Old Woman who Lives in a
Shoe.
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Rupert reluctantly agreesshe has a lot of childrememember ¢ but is rescued by an

Ostrich who appears at a window and pulls Rupert through it. Carried to safety lbyrthe

Rupert meets up with the Teapot aiBligar Bowl Wwo accuse him of starting the fight that

ended the tegparty. Rupet denies this and is supported by the Ogtrizvho gives the

Teapot a kikthat senasit flying through the air.

Suddenly they are in the forest where Rupert meets Bill Badger. Thanking the Ostrich for his
help, Rupert goes with Bill to the fair where they enjoy rides on the switchback and-merry
go-round before trying their skills at the shootiggllery, Though Bill has never firadgun

before, he hits the Aunt Sally and is rewarded with some sweets. After having their
photograph takenthey hear that the King is coming. Heralded by the Rdaaid they see

the King riding past in a coach and four. The Kiogvever,s not George V budppears to

be golliwog that Rupert thinks is his friend Golli, and when he shout to him, he and Bill
areseized by the soldiers whainkthat the pair areattacking themonarch

Rupert and Bill struggle free and raway down
the lane. Rupert now finds himself alone again af
when he comsto a wide riverhe doesnot know
what to do. The Ferryman (in the shape of a
rhinoceros) offers to take him across to escape tl
pursuing solders. Once on the other side Rupert
met by the Old Gander who carries Rupert back
home on his back. The landing is very bumpy, ar
Rupert fnds that he has fallen out of his chair ont
the hard ground just as Mrs Bear appears to
announceteatime.

Rupert in
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No. 53, ~Rupert Wakes Up.
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first story, Little Lost Bear.]

44

set

out

i n

N : [Note: For insights into the inspirations for this adventure, the author
1\ u t ‘\‘,/Q ([)d heartily recommends that readers should revisit Alan Murray and

Roger Allan®& excellent comparison of the characters and scenarios
with both Lewis
Through the Looking Glass as illustrated by Tenniel, and Charles
Ki n g s Watey Babies, a s
Nutwood Special Issue No. 137 The Tourtel Reprints 1.

C dlice io Wondedandmaadks t er pi ece s

t hagheCompil er 6

Astute readers, familiar with the Tourtel stories, may notice that Puss
in Boots, who features tucked away in two of the frames in this story
is drawn as much slighter figure than when he appears on horseback
to rescue Rupert from an angry stick-waving Tom Tiddler in the very



RuperQ @hristmas Tree (T15)
Hrst published in theaily Expres$2 November 22 December 1923 arglbsequently
republished under the titl&Rupert and the Christmas Tree

Just days before Christmas it has snowed and Rupert is itching to go out and playtin it

Mrs Bear asks him to take so & LJ6 SNNE @AY S3IF NI G2 aNBE . I R3ISN
throat. Rupert stays awhile but on his way home (it is more than two miles) he sees four
youngFoxeqtoo young it would seem to include the mischievous Fox Brottsticiig on

the frozenpond. They invite him to join in the fun, but Rupert is not very good at keeping

his balance and keeps falling over. When he decides it is time to go home the Foxes suggest

that he takes a short cut through the wood.

But Rupert gets lost in the wood (and the reader is left to ponder whether the Foxes have
deliberately or unintentionally led him astray). Eventually he ceawross a lovelgnd
lonelylittle Christmas tree, but as he is admiring it Robin Redbreast sdlgneg down

warning him to hasten home for the wood is owned by the Red Wolf. Rupert explains that
he is lostbut no soonedoesthe Robin start to point the way hontean the Wolf appears
and drags Rupert off to his house deep in the wood. For trying to steal the Tree, the Wolf
insiststhat Rupert must stay with him to be his servant, and demands that he pulls off his
boots, combs his whiskers and brushes his hair. Rupert is fortunate that the Wolf has just
eaten three little pigs and is no longer hungry. The next day the Wolf godsuotihg but

tells Rupert to build up the fire with logs. There is no escape for Rupert even when the Wolf
has gone out as he securey locked in.

Meanwhile, back home Mrs Bear is getting worried and goes to Mrs Bé&olgee what has

happened to Rupert. She and Bill go in search of him and come across the four Foxes who

point the way into the wood that Rupert had gone the previous afternoon. They follow the
[AGGES . SFENDa F220LINRAyYy G a AsymadiTies. Thens thay see K A OK  f
the signghat a scuffle has taken place and that there are more footprints going off deeper

Ayili2 GKS g22R® ¢KSasS f SI R hbase Cllifg tiroaghth€ R R2 2 N
door, Rupert explains what has happened, but Mrs Bear cannot open the door and she and

Bill rush off to seek help. While they are gone the Wolf returns and again demands that

Rupert combs hishiskers ad brushes is hair before he goes to sle&pis time he tells

Rupert that he has just eaten a fat sheepfise Little Beaiis again spared.

Meanwhile Mrs Bear and Bill have found a local farmer
who, when she tells him what has happened to Rupert,
calls forthe police. They have long been searching for
the Red Wolf and are keen to follow Mrs Bear to the
house in the woods. Roused from his sleep, the Wolf is
caught and arrested and taken off to gaol. On their way
home they see Mr Bear driving past on his pang

trap ¢ and with a lovely little Christmas tree in the back.

Next day is Christmas Day and, after they have opened all their pregarger@regular
friends dance round the Christmas Tree
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The Little Man in Green (T16)

Hrst published in theaily Expres$ January 28 February 1924 andter 20 February, 6
April 193 in shortened formasRupert andThe Little Manin Green and subsequently
republished under the titld&Rupert and the Dragon

At the start of thigale (in which Rupert does not appear until the"épisode) we aree-

introduced to the LittleMan inGreeng the eight-inch high fellow who lives in a cabbage

patchand whom we first met iflRupert and the Brigand313) One day the gaey/ SN & 06 2 &
decides topurloin one of the cabbages to take home to his mother. When she goes to cut it

up ready for cooking the Little Green Man jumps plgadingfor his life. While the mother

goes to fetch her sarthe Little Man slides down the kitchen table and hides in a cupboard
where two micehelp him to escape through their mousehole.

Once out of the house, the Little Man is no better off since he knows not where he is nor

how to get back to his garden. He wishikat his friend Rupert was there to help him. Just

then a friendly horse comes along and offers to carry him to the road where he might find
someone to give him directions. But he only ca@aeross two mischievousokingMagpies

who between them carry him away over the countryside. Their flightpath takes them over
some trees where Rupert is gathering firewood for his neotiTrey land(no doubt to give
themselves a rest) and Rupert, puzzled by the strange sight, decides to investigate. When he
gets close, he recognises the Little Green Man and runs to help him. But the Magpies are
quicker and fly off again with the Green Man held fyrbketween their beaks.

AsRupert(thinking out loud)s wishingthat he
could fly, a Man suddenly appears offering his
Magic Cloak whighhe sayswill enablethe Little
Bearto fly afterthe birds and save his friend.

Rupert now airbornefollowsfor many a mile until
he sees the Magpies fly through the window of a
lovely Castle set on a rocky island ie $ea The
birds have brought the Little Green Man fam
imprisonedPrincess to have as a playmate.
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Rupert follows thenon to the balcony andnto the room and discovers that the Princess is
being held prisoner. He offers to help her escape with the use dflagic Tak but sees
that the Princess is chained to the wall. However, the Maggmesv where there is a key
that will unlock the chaintheyleadhim to the top of theCastleQ thwer.

Rupert peers over the edge and sees a strange sight bek¥ierce looking Dragon asleep

at the foot of a Golden Tree from which (the Magpies tell him)dsanGolden Pear that

holds the key. But while the Dragon sleepSrange Bird keeps watch. The Magpies devise
adiversionaryplan for Rupert to fly down and pick tli&olden Rar while they distract the

Bird. But the ruse does not warthe Bird sees Rupert and raises the alarm, and with the
Dragon now wide awake, Rupert and the Magpies retteaghet NA Yy OS a4 Q& NR2Y

group.
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It is the Little Green Mamvho has a plarthis time. Heinstructsthe Magpies to set him

down besidethe StrangeBird in front of whom he stands defiantly with his arfokled.

Never before has the Bird seen suctiediance and withits attention focusedon the Green

Man, Rupert is able to employ hidagicQoak again and fly down to pluck ti@#lden Pear

from the tree But heis not quite quick enough anukfore he is out of reacthe Birdbites

at the Magic Cloatearing the material andboseningd KS FF adSyAy 3 I NRdzy R
neck. Rupert has baretyme to reach the Princess's balcony before the Cloak slips from his
shoulders and falls to the ground below.

Though cloakles@nd, consequently, now unabl® fly) Rupertnow has the key that will

dzy t 201 GKS t NnyhEdi@lgrees hefokitthd Pragon has now flown up to

the balcony and so Rupert, the Princess, the two Magpies and the Little Green Man must

escape via another routd.hey exit the chamber and race through several rooms and

corridorswith the Magpies leading the way until they find themselves in the Castle Crypt

Butfurther progress iiamperedby a barred window. Rupert can only just squeeze

through, but the others manage to escape more eadilgwever,no sooner are they
outside than theescapeeK I S (G2 GF 1S O20SNJ 6KSy GKSe& KSIN
wings as ihovers abovedesperately looking for thenkortunately the creaturedoes not

see them and flies on.

The Magpies are eager to get away from the Castle but Rupert fears that without the Magic
Cloak they can never escape from the island. Nevertheless, they move on until they come to
a stable where they find a horse locked inside who tells them tigatrtaster died while

fighting the Dragon and now he is a prisoner fed only once a day by the Strange Bird.

A friendly Cat appears and tells them that she knows where the key to the stable is kept. If
the horse is freed, he will help them escape from the island. Carefully keeping-auodr

the Dragon, Rupert followhe Catto the Castle kitchen where the key is hanging on the
wall. They quietly sneak past the sleeping Cook and, with the&eyn their possession,

they return to the stable and free the horse. Wishing them well on their way the Cat gives
Rupertfirst a Magic Saddle which will enable the kerto fly and then a bow and arrow
which, the Cat assures him, will always find its target.

There is no time for delay, and so, with Rupel
in the saddle and th@rincess and the Little
Green Man clingigto him and the Magpies
flying ahead, the horsdike Pegasugallops
awaythrough the air. But the Dragon is on
their tail and is flying faster. Rupert fears that
will soon overtake them no matter how fast
the horse fliesWhen he starts to feel the
5N} 32y Qa oKthdback dfBid nécK
Rupert turns, draws the bow and fires the
al3IA0 ' NNB¢g |G GKS 5
finds its markand the Dragon falls dead into
the sea.
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Still flying, but now back over the mainland Rupert sees the Man who lent him the Magic
Cloak, and the horse is reined in. Moreover, the Princess immediately recogniddsuthas

her servantwho has been searching for her. The two araingted but must wait until the

horse has delivered Rupert and the Little Green Man safely back home before they too can
be carried back to the King and Queen.

In an epilogue to the talave learn that the Little Maimn Greenfinds a new cabbage patch

GKS K2NBRS NBGANBA (madthé Magpie¥ dre/fract@roamdad foyaly S R2 ¢ &
woods; the kindly Cat spends her days contently sitting beside the fire at home; and the
StrangeBirdy 2 4 FTNBES FTNRY (-KiSin th&lCadtie kitcdén whilg tfelOedk

quietly knits.

Rupert and Edward Trunkl'17)
Hrst published in theaily Expres8 March ¢ 17 April 1924 anthter 28 Aprilc 12 June
1930asRupert, the Knight and the Lady

Rupert has invited Edward Trunk to stay for a holiday and goes to the station to meet him
from the train.Rupert is envious that Edward has brought with him his new scooter and
wishes he had onélhe next day Mr Bear has a surprise for hiscbe had made him his

own scooter, so that he and Edward can go off together. After racing along for some time
they become hot and tired and rest on a gate wishing for an adventure.

A strange looking carriage pulled by a pair of
horses passes by, and Rupert catches of glimp
of a fair Lady and a Dwarf inside. A piece of
paper flutters out of thewindow and, on picking
it up, Rupert and Edward read a plea for help he
They chase after the carriage on their scooters| %
and, when it stops in a forestlgde they see the '
Dwarf drag theeluctantLadytowards an
opening in the forest floor that is covered by a
stone slakandinto which the pair descendrhe
Dwarf soon reappears alonand Rupert and
Edward are close enough to hear him gloat to
himselfbefore driving away in the carriagleat
he will marry the fair Lady on the following day.

Rupert and Edward decide to investigate, and a squirrel helps them to open the stone slab.
They descend a stone staircase that lemdan underground palace with beautiful rooms

filled with furnishings and fittings made frogold, silver and mother of pearl. From behind

a curtain in the last room they hear a sad cry from the Lady begging to be rescued. Rupert
asks how he can helpnd she tells him to go and fetch her brother the White Knight who
lives in Castle Blanche Garde. But before they can do serRamd Edward are diseered

bya fierce old womarg il KS 5 ¢ | NJE @hd chis2sitierd tidough thealace Rupert
manages to escape back up the staircase but Edward is caught.

48






