RUPERT'S CHRISTMAS

ADVENTURE

RUPERT AND THE
GOBLIN COBBLER







PREFACE

ust when you thought that we had run out of
vintage Bestall to reprint - we have discovered
arich new seam of vintage. premier cru material!

Both of the stories in this Nutwood Special Tssue
appeared in early Annuals, in the black, red and white
colouring available at the time. While that format is
evocative, nostalgia-inducing and in many ways
effective, most of us have longed to see what these
early examples of Alfred Edmeades Bestall's work,
just as he was reaching the peak of his powers,
would look like in tull colour. Over the years, your
committee has been tempted to colour some
ourselves. but none of us has had the courage or
audacity to try. Now. as a delightful result of colourist
Gina Hart's interest in and support for The
Followers, we can do it properly - very properly
indeed. Those of you who have attended Annual
Meetings will have seen and perhaps chatted with
Gina. She is a real
enthusiast and is genuinely

The logical step was then to ask Gina to undertake
some story work for us. Happily. she bubbled with
enthusiasm at the idea and has been fulsome in her
praise of the “raw material” of early Bestall black-
and-white artwork from which she has worked. As
an added bonus, Gina has provided an entirely new
“Follow Rupert™ painting and the cover art for his
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thrilled to be involved with | [
us. Tan Robinson and John
Harrold have both been
very supportive of Gina’s
mvolvement with The
Followers and you have
seen some of the results in
Nutwood Newsletter
covers and stunning raffle
prizes.
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From the 35-36 Newspaper
strip

Nutwood Special is taken
from the stories inside,
separately coloured, again by
Gina. For our other
Nutwood Specials and
most Nutwood
Newsletters, Alan Murray
has plundered the vaults to
find suitable images for this
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As coloured for this Nutwood Special by Gina Hart

_ From the 1936 Annual

purpose - so Gina’s very
“Bestallian™ original is areal

joy to behold and to use.

Rupert’s Christmas Adventure (B4 - i.e. only
Alfred’s 4th Rupert story!) first appeared in the
Express in December 1935 - January 1936 and
Rupert and the Goblin Cobbler (B13) in December.,
1936 - Jan 1937. These two (very short) stories
are thus examples of very early Bestall, obviously
working towards his first two of many overtly
seasonal stories. Rupert is noticeably more bear-like
in these early Bestall images than the small boy with
a bear’s head that appeared later. Perhaps it is the



dropped in some gentle, effortless humour in Mrs.
Bear’s uncharacteristic bout of disco-dancing. Tt
seems that someone spiked her slippers!

All of this was rather fun in black and white. The
1930s Annual colouring of black and red was
actually quite effective in giving the stories a seasonal
feel - but scenes like Christmas Adventure (panel
4. left hand side) and Goblin Cobbler (panel 1. right
hand side) have always cried out for more. Now
they have it. Alfred would. we are sure, have been
more than happy with Gina

Hart’s interpretation of his

From the 36-37 newspaper
strip

brevity of these stories that
has led to the failure to
reproduce them in full
colour? Itis certainly not the
quality, as they are
wonderfully  concise
examples of Bestall's
storytelling ability, love of

linework. Gina tells us that
Alfred’s work is delightful to
colour, as the linework gives
clues to the colourist but
does not constrain him/her.
We know from other, earlier

colourists” comments that
this is a well-established
view, Just for interest and
comparison, we have

Christmas, and ability to  From the 1939 Annual

create scenes and characters -
full of magic and atmosphere. These must have been
written around the time that Bestall was “forbidden™
from using magic in his stories in the wake of Mary
Tourtel’s later, rather sinister, Gothic Rupert stories.
That piece of legislation did not, however, prevent
Alfred from including some very traditional magical
elements.

Here Alfred included many of the classic Christmas
characters and motifs that have become associated
with seasonal Rupert stories. Santareceives his near-
proper name (“Father Christmas™). there is an pre-
political-correctness Golliwog, reindeer and an “all-
home-safely”™ Christmas party in Christmas
Adventure, along with Rupert’s quite extraordinarily
cosy-looking bed. thoughts of which have. I am sure,
cured many a Follower s insomnia! Goblin Cobbler
has some wonderfully snowy scenes, replete with
Christmas shopping. the magnificent Granny Trunk
and then the typically Bestallesque discovery of a
tiny cobbler, working inside a tree, hidden by snow.
Bestall’s Nutwood abounds with such inventive
characters and locations - remember the pine imps,
the imps of Spring and the Gomnies? Alfred also

As coloured for this Nutwood Special by Gina Hait

reproduced an image from each story in all three
forms in this preface. It seems likely that Alfred
initially thought that these images would remain in
black and white, as the Annual book had not been
mooted at the time and did not appear until the
Autumn of 1936. It is therefore remarkable that the
images work so well in the coloured formats - a
tribute to the skill of Bestall, those who added the
red shading and now, of course. Gina Hart.

Alan Murray - on behalf of the Followers’
Committee
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RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE

i e TV T

Rupert s sad awakemn
. ‘[ il vy u“ tl‘raglﬁ . [ - ,

¢ 1l

—ia

oec

*This is jolly,” thinks Rupert. “I'll

RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS *’\DVENTURE-‘\IO 1

Rupert swakes very early one morning Springing out of bed he makes a dive
with a feeling that something exciting is | for his stocking, but to his dismay it was
going to happen. Glancing round the room | empty. Whatever can have happened !

he caught sight of the calendar—of course, | Surely Father Christmas hasn't forgotten
it is Christmas Day! | to call.
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RUPERT'S CHRISTMAS‘ ADVENTURE—No. 2
Dismally they separate for home.

go and see if my pals have been unlucky
too.” When he reaches Edward’s house
it is clear that Father Christmas has
quite forgotten their village.

Uy

Rupert goes only a few yards when he is
confronted by a large Golliwog who gives
him a letter and begs him to follow
where he leads.




RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE

the message

Rupert reads

RUPERT'S CHRISTMAS
Rupert opens the letter and reads this
curious message—"‘ Please come at once.
1 need your help.
time to lose,”
a sleigh.

F.C.” “There is no
urges Golliwvog, pointing to

The reindeer is tireless and rushes

on and on through the cold air. Rupert
looks down and finds they are over
a region of snow and ice. Where

can they be going?

RUPERT'S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE—No. 4

ADVENTURE—No. 3

Rupert is tucked snugly into the sleigh
and away they go over the trees.
“Surely this must be a magical reindeer,”
thinks Rupert. “ My word! This is a
queer adventure.,”

At length the sleigh slowly descends
and glides through a gloomy pine forest
until it stops before a little log cabin,

“Now I shall see who has sent for me,”
says Rupert. ;




RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE
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RUPERT'S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE—\IO 5
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The Golliwog leads Rupert into a tiny “Come here, Rupert,” said Father
room and introduces him to a wvery old Christmas kindly., “1 want you to helb
man who is lying in bed. “OR! You me. | caught a chill before 1 had been
must be Father Christmas,” gasps Rupert to Nutwood, so you must take home the
in amazement. toys for your chums.”
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% Rupert enters the toy store

“Follow me,” said the Golliwog. He Rupert is at first too bewildered by the
leads the way to a trap-door, down a rows of toys to know which to choose for
flight of steps, and into a huge cellar full his chums. Never has he seen or even

RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS ADVE\ITURE—\IO 6
of toys reaching right under the forest. dreamed of such a wonderful collection.
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RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE
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RUPERT’S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE—No. 7

Af}i‘ff Ca"ef!i‘l c}cl)nsideraltlion Rubf“ Piiks Rupert thanks the kind old man for the
out the gifts he thinks will most please his i

chums. The Golliwog then helps him to troible he. has taken., and then he and
pack them carefully in the wrappers Father Golly load up the sleigh and prepare for

Christmas has prepared. the long journey back to Nutwood.
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RUPERT'S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE—No. 8
It is dark when they reach Nutwood How every one cheers when Rupert bursts
and land the sleigh outside Bill Badger’s in on the party and distributes all the
house, The sack is unloaded, and then splendid gifts he has brought from Father
with a cheery farewell Golly remounts the Christmas. The little bear is certainly

reindeer and glides away. the hero of the party.
THE END,
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Rupert Goes

RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 1

Says Rupert, “Here’s my Christmas list!
Has any one, Mamma, been missed?”’

Then when they're sure the list is right

They set out for the shops so bright.

Christmas is very near and Rupert is deep in the
problem of making a list of the 'ivresents he is geing
to give to his friends. Mrs. Bear looks on and tries to

help him in his cheice. Ar last they agree that the list
1s complete, and together they set off through the snow
to the nearest town where the bright shops are display-
ing all the Christmas gifts.

RUPERT

First, lots of presents Rupert buys,

Then, “ Go home, Mummy, please,” he cries.
He wants to find « gift for her,

And sees some slippers lined with fur.

AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 2

They have a merry time buying the presents and
Mrs. Bear puts them into her basket. Then Ruper:
asks her if she will start for home and he will follow
as soon as he can, as he has ons more Important present
to get. Mrs. Bear agrees, but tells Rupert not to be
late home  As scon as she is out of sight Ruper: goes
to buy a surprise present for his mother.
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RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER
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Rupert Buys A Present

RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 3

136 : sli Rt.per* sees a lovely pair of warm slmpe.; in the
He says, 1@ Hke those sliphers; pleuse, shep. !us; the thing Fc?- mummy.’’ he mmLf- and
For Mummy’s chilblains they will ease.” buys them, ** they will comfort her chilblains.” Happily
he sets our over the snow towards his home. His way
Then home he trudges through the snow, lies by a sm::‘.w:l':sflt3 and“_sud;genly 111e stops_a:Ld iisgsgls.
v eems e calling for help out of the middle

And hears a frightened wvoice cry, “Oh!” :3‘ rﬁ{:ediiftr? o he e Al o
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g RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 4 E
There’s some one buried in the drift, Thinking some one is buried in the snowdrift

Rupert starts to scoop away the snow. but the drift s
And Rupert tries the snow to shift. too deep for him, so he runs fer help to the nearest
N cotia " That is very extraordinary.” says Granny
At Granny Trunk’s he calls for aid; Trun' when she has listened in astonishment 10
y Rupert's stor ‘I'm too old to go with you, my dear,
She says, ‘* Dear me, I'll fetch my spade.” butpl can Ien§ you a2 spade if youglike.”
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RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER
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RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 5

Now Rupert starts -the snow to explore
And in a tree he finds a door.
Qut pops a funny little man,

Shut in there since the snow began,

“1 make,” he says, “All kinds of shoe;
Now how, my lad, can 1 help you?”
So Rupert savs, “Just tell me, please,

If these warm shoes chilblains will ease.”

With the spade Rupert makes short work of boring
int> the snowdarift and he is amazed to find tha: the
voice 1§ coming from behind a door leading right into
a great tree.

When he has cleared a passage the dcor flies open
and the queerest little man pops cut. ** Thank you!"
he cries. *'I was losing all my trade, [ couldn't get out
and my customers coug['dn't get in!'" *'But who are
you ? "' gasps Rupert,

* Don't you know me? " says the little man, *“I'm
a goblin cobbler. Now what can | do te repay you

R

for setting me free from the snowdrift 2" othing
ar all,' says Rupert, *"but | wish you would tell me
if these are really good shippers. ['ve bought them
for maoather because of her chilblains.” ** Aha.”
chuckles the litrle cobbler, ** come into my workshop, |
can help vou."
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RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER
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RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 7

Rupert watches in surprise as the goblin cobbler
takes a glass jar trom a shelf and sprinkles a little

; . owder in each of the slippers. **There," says the
Some chilblain powder from my shop.” ﬁttle fellow, ** that 1s goblin chilblain powder, and your

The goblin says, *“In these I'll drop

mother will never suffer from them again once she has

worn these slippers.’”” Rupert is delighted. thanks the

And once more gaily starts for home cobbler and ie:'n_ies for home. ** Come and see me again.'
' shouts the goblin as he waves good-bye.

Then Rupert thanks the little gnome,
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RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 8
“ Oh, thank you, dear,” says Mrs. Bear; Mrs. Bear is surprised and very pleased with her
4 presentand hurries to try on the slippers. ** They are
“What lovely shoes for me to wear!” very comfortable, indeed.” she says, and Rupert smiles
. to himsell as he thinks of rhe goblin cobbler’s words,
But when they’re on she can’t keep still, but his expression soon changes. for his mother suddenly
. . . looks anxious and starts dancing about. ** This is very
And dances till she feels quite ill, queer.” she says, | can't keep my feer still.”




RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER

RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 9

Now Rupert sees that something’s wrong,
And fetches Mr. Bear along.

Then off he runs with all his might

To ask his friend to put things right,
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Realising that something has gone wrong with his
plans Rupert runs to find his father. When they re-
turn they find Mrs. Bear still dancing round the room
as though she can't stop. Losing no more time Rupert
snatches up his scarf and runs %uII speed back to the
cobbler and finds his friend standing near his tree.

“I've made,”” he says, “a bad mistake”
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A powder jar he grabs in haste.

“Come guick!" he cries, ““no time to waste.”

RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 10

The goblin cobbler starts to quake;

The goblin ccbbler listens in dismay while Rupert
tells his story. ** Oh, dear," he moans, "' | must have
made 2 mistake and used the wrong powder. Come
on—we've no tinme to lose,” and he runs into his wark-
shop tor another jar of powder. Then grabbing Rupert
by the arm he sets of at a surprising rate for Nutwood.
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RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER

Rupert and the Cobbler Come Home
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THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 11
Rupert and the goblin cobbler find that Mrs. Bear

RUPERT AND
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§ “D've kicked them off,” wails Mrs. Bear; has managed to kick off the slippers and she and Mr.
; . 3 Bear ]ook in great surpﬂse at Rupert's queer little
4 o & 22
I danced eill 1 was in despair. f{r\end "1t"s as [ thought, 'say: the goblin, ' | used g
o . ancmg powder by mistake! ™ Shakmo the shppers
Allow me to apologise tho:oug;‘ly he spr 1"1}-‘.!8° them with the new powder. {
And make them right,” the gnome replies. ag;tlelre he says, " now you'll never have chilblains

RUPERT AND THE GOBLIN COBBLER—No. 12

. Afrer her recent experience Mrs. Bear hesitates
The cobbler says, ““Please, I implore, to put tHe shppeersean ag:?m. but at last she screws u
courage. ** Why, they're lovely,” she smiles. ** Than

Try on the powdered shoes once more.” vou, Rupert deav: | neverblfel: s%bclomf ..h Th;n they
all turn to thank the goblin cobbler for his share in
But when at last she has them on, the present. To their amazementE he 1snlt2there at all,
. . ** Well, you do find some strange friends. Rupert,”” says
1
To their surprise the gnome has gone! Mrs. Besr. FLIE B,

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
masasassAAsASASA e s A new adventure of Rupert starts tomorrow.

e
- P - ‘ o
4| . - . .‘. { ‘

6

14



15



FOLLOW RUPERT

W, =
, .

&I~
S
—

AN

Nutwood is a non-profit making periodical, compiled and published for The Followers of Rupert.
Original Rupert text and illustrations are © Express Newspapers ple, whose permission to
reproduce here is acknowledged gratefully.
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