
                                                  The Followers of Rupert 

                                             40th. AGM – 31st. August 2024 

This is a record of the 40th. Annual General Meeting of the Followers of Rupert which was 
held at the Radcliffe Centre, Warwick University at 12:00 noon. 

Present: Roger Coombes (Chairman), John Beck (Secretary and Publications Editor), Charles 
Knape (Treasurer and Annual Meeting Organiser), Pamela Stones (Website Editor and 
Assistant Publications Editor), Chris Hellen (Membership Secretary), Lizzie Hackney 
(Librarian), Mark Hackney (Sales Officer), Jordy Schaap (Website Manager), Mike Williams 
(Minutes Secretary), Mike Ward and Alan Murray (General Committee Members). There 
were 48 members and guests in attendance. 

                                                                   Meeting Business 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to Warwick University.   

24/1 Apologies for absence: Margaret Heaton, John Swan, Ian White.  

24/2 The minutes of the (39th) 2023 AGM were presented and AGREED as a true record. 
This was proposed by Mike Ward and seconded by Roger Bemrose. There were no matters 
arising. 

24/3 The Chairman in his report mentioned Chris Hellen and Jordy Schaap who had now 
completed a year on the Committee and thanked all the Committee, especially those 
retiring, for their work on behalf of the Society.  

He listed new sales items which were The Rupert Storybook, new Christmas cards and the 
new t-shirt. 

He concluded his report by listing the artists who have produced work for publications of 
the Followers: Stuart Trotter, John Harrold, Mark Manley and Paul Ross-Dale. 

24/4 Charles Knape presented the audited accounts for the period April 1st. 2023 to March 
31st. 2024. The accounts were unanimously AGREED as a true record of the Society’s affairs. 
This was proposed by Alan Murray and seconded by Richard Ball. There had been a 
revaluation of the Library stock from £8920 to £16687. 

24/5 The two retiring Committee members, John Beck (Secretary) and Mike Williams 
(Minutes Secretary) described their roles. The Chairman stated that job descriptions of all 
the office holders on the Committee would soon be appearing on the Followers’ website. 
This would help potential applicants understand what was involved in taking on a 
Committee post. There were questions from the floor from Stuart Biggs and Ian Wright.  

The following members were proposed to be elected to the Committee: 



Post                                                                              Proposed 

Chairman                                                                    Roger Coombes 

Secretary                                                                   Alan Murray 

Treasurer                                                                   Charles Knape 

Membership Secretary                                           Chris Hellen 

Website Editor                                                         Pamela Stones 

Website Manager                                                    Jordy Schaap 

Librarian                                                                    Lizzie Hackney 

Sales Officer                                                             Mark Hackney 

Annual Meeting Organiser                                    Charles Knape 

Publications Editor                                                  John Beck 

Assistant Publications Editor                                 Pamela Stones 

Minutes Secretary                                                   Vacant 

General Committee Members                              Mike Ward, Mike Williams 

 

It was proposed that the Committee was elected en-bloc and this motion was proposed by 
John Lester and seconded by Doreen James.  It was mentioned that the roles of Secretary 
and Minutes Secretary could be combined as had occurred before 2004. 

24/6 It was AGREED that Moorlands Accountants be appointed as auditors of the Followers’ 
accounts for the period 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025. 

24/7 The date and venue of the 2025 AGM are yet to be confirmed but the venue is almost 
certainly going to be Warwick University. 

24/8 John Beck showed a copy of a forthcoming publication by HarperCollins titled Rupert 
Stories for all Seasons. 

The Chairman formally closed the meeting. 

 


